AGENDA
ENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
July 5, 2022
7:00 PM - Council Chambers
https://youtu.be/6DncywfsiQE

| 6:50 — Public Hearing } Proposed Amendments to the Enfield Town Code Chapter 22,

Article ll, Enfield Culture and Arts Commission Ordinance

1.

2,

10.

1.

12.

1.

PRAYER - Mike Ludwick

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL

FIRE EVACUATION ANNOUNCEMENT

MINUTES OF PRECEDING MEETINGS

¢ [Regular Meeting - June 20, 2022

SPECIAL GUESTS - None

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS
COUNCILOR COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS
TOWN MANAGER REPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS
REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF THE COUNCIL
UNFINISHED BUSINESS- None

Discussion/Resolution: Request for a Bid Waiver to Retain an Independent Review of
Revaluation Issues (Tabled 6/20/22)

NEW BUSINESS

A. Consent Agenda —

1. IDiscussion/Resolution] Resolution to Amend the WPCA Dispute Process by Adding
Language to the Sewer Usage Adjustment Policy for Change of Use

2. |Appointments for Senior Tax Relief Committee: Enfield Town Council Hereby
Appoints Michael Arnone, Jr. (U), David Goyette (D), Marlene Hoginski (R), Kathleen
Tallarita (D) and Robert W. Tkacz (R) for a 1 year.

B. Appointment(s)-Town Council Appointed. None

C. Appointment(s) — Town Manager Appointed/Council Approved. None



https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F6DncywfsiQE&data=05%7C01%7Cceckenroth%40enfield.org%7Cf29b3f066ee942d959e608da5928befc%7C088b3fd5883b40dcb48435805988ad4f%7C0%7C0%7C637920328801247803%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bxCxR6F2XPoKCe9JQTwOdWWwJto%2FFaHm01d6gL3dpqM%3D&reserved=0

D. Appointment(s) - P & Z Commission Appointed- Council Approved. None

E.|Discussion/Resolution: | Request for Transfer of Funds for the Repair and Resurfacing
of the Enfield High School Tennis Courts $23,000.00

F. Discussion/Resolution:|Request for Transfer of Funds for the BOE Share of the Eli
Whitney School Roof Project $72,450

G.|Discussion/Resolution: [Request for Transfer of Funds for the BOE Share of the
Hazardville Memorial School Roof Project $71,260

H.|Discussion/Resolution] Request for Transfer of Funds for the BOE Share of the Henry
Barnard School Parking Lot $600,000

I. [Discussion/Resolution| Request for Transfer of Funds for Additional Fire Protection
Charges $160,000

J. |IDiscussion/Resolution: Request for Transfer of Funds for Enfield Police for Gas
$45,000

12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS PROPER TO COME BEFORE SAID MEETING.
13. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS/APPLIES ONLY IF PRIOR TO 11:00 p.m.
14. COUNCILOR COMMUNICATIONS.

15. ADJOURNMENT.

***CONSIDERED FOR REAPPOINTMENT




OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER

Date: July 5, 2022
To:  Bob Cressotti, Mayor
From: Ellen Zoppo-Sassu, Acting Town Manager
Re: PUBLIC HEARING GROUND RULES-
1. Roll Call.

2. READ BY MAYOR: The following Notice of Public Hearing was published
in the Hartford Courant on Tuesday, June 21, 2022.

TOWN OF ENFIELD
LEGAL NOTICE

The Enfield Town Council will hold a Public Hearing in the Enfield Town Hall Council
Chambers, 820 Enfield Street, Enfield Connecticut on Tuesday, July 5, 2022, at 6:50
P.M. to allow interested residents an opportunity to express their opinions regarding the
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE ENFIELD TOWN CODE CHAPTER 22, ARTICLE I,
ENFIELD CULTURE AND ARTS COMMISSION ORDINANCE. For more information, contact
the Office of the Office of Economic and Community Development at 860-253-6391 or
ntereso@enfield.org.

Dated this 215t day of June, 2022
Sheila M. Bailey, Town Clerk

3. Announce Ground Rules for Public Hearing:

a. There is no time limit, but | ask that each person not take up too much
time, so that everyone will have an opportunity to speak.

b. After each person, who desires, has had one chance to speak, | shall
permit those individuals who desire a second chance.

G: After those individuals who desire to speak a second time, | shall permit
those individuals who desire a third, fourth, etc., time.

d. Please refrain from personalities.
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PART IV - CODE OF ORDINANCES
Chapter 22 - CIVIC AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS
ARTICLE IIl. CULTURE AND ARTS COMMISSION

ARTICLE Il. CULTURE AND ARTS COMMISSION*

Sec. 22-31. Establishment of commission.

The town council has established the Enfield Culture and Arts Commission.

(Code 1967, § 2-71; Ord. No. 16-2,3-21-2016)

Sec. 22-32. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them
in this section, exceptwhere the context clearly indicates a differentmeaning:

Commission means the Enfield Culture and Arts Commission.

( Ord. No. 16-2, 3-21-2016)

Sec. 22-33. Purpose of commission.

The purpose of the commission shall be to plan, produce, coordinate, or otherwise provide assistance to
sponsors of events or activities and to encourage participation therein, which promote or develop the artistic,
historic, cultural and heritage resources of and within the community of Enfield.

(Code 1967, & 2-72; Ord. No. 14-5,10-20-2014)

Sec. 22-34. Members; qualifications, appointment, terms of office.

(a) Members of the commission shall be appointed by the town council and shall be selected from a broad cross
section of the residential and business community so as to create a diverse body of members who are
interested in the aims and purposes of this commission as set forth in this article.

(b) The commission shall consist of seven resident electors, who shall serve for two-year overlapping terms,
which shall commence on June 1 of the year of their appointment; two town council member liaisons; and,
one town staff member liaison.

(c)  Annually, during the month of June, the members of the commission shall meet, organize and from among
their members elect a chair, a vice-chair and a secretary.

(Code 1967, § 2-73; Ord. No. 14-5, 10-20-2014; Ord. No. 18-1, 1-2-2018)

LEditor's note(s)—Ord. No. 16-2 , adopted March 21, 2016, changed the title of Art. Il from "Cultural Arts
Commission" to read as herein set out.

Enfield, Connecticut, Code of Ordinances Created: 2022-@4-11 13:38:@4 [EST]
(Supp. No. 14)
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Sec. 22-35. Vacancies.
Any vacancy in the term of any member of the commission shall be filled by appointment by the town
council for the unexpired term in accordance with section 22-34(a).

(Code 1967, § 2-74)

Sec. 22-36. Expenses and assistance.

The members of the commission shall serve without compensation. The commission may receive federal,
state, municipal or private monies for the purposes of fostering, assisting and encouraging the arts and to
encourage the participation in, and promotion, development and appreciation of Enfield history, culture and
heritage.

{Code 1967, § 2-75; Ord. No. 14-5, 10-20-2014)

Sec. 22-37. Meetings.

The commission shall fixthe time and place of its regular monthly meetings and may hold such special
meetings as may from time to time be required. The commission shall keep a record of its proceedings,
deliberations and actions and shall annually reportto the town council in writing its activities and goals. The
commission may, within the limit of funds available, employ clerical help or solicit any technical assistance or
consultants that may be required.

(Code 1967, § 2-76; Ord. No. 14-5, 10-20-2014)

Sec. 22-38. Auxiliary services.

The facilities and services of the various agencies and departments of the town shall be available to the
commission as it may reasonably require.

(Code 1967,§ 2-77)

Created: 2022-64-11 13:33:@4 [EST]
(Supp. No. 14)
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ENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING
MONDAY, June 20, 2022

A Regular Meeting of the Enfield Town Council was called to order by Mayor Cressotti on
Monday, June 6, 2022. The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm.

PRAYER- The prayer was given by Councilor Hopkins.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE- The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL-CALL- Present were Councilors Cekala, Cressotti, Finger, Hopkins, Ludwick, Mangini,
Pyznar, Santanella and Unghire. Councilor Despard was absent. Also present were Town
Manager, Ellen Zoppo-Sassu; Assistant Town Manager, Steven Bielenda; Town Attorney, James
Tallberg; Director of Finance, John Wilcox; Town Clerk, Sheila Bailey

FIRE _EVACUATION ANNOUNCEMENT- Mayor Cressotti made the fire evacuation
announcement.

MINUTES OF PRECEDING MEETINGS

MOTION #6285 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Santanella to accept the minutes
of the June 6, 2022, Special Meeting.

Upon a SHOW-OF-HANDS vote being taken, the chair declared MOTION #6285 adopted
8-0-1.

MOTION #6286 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Santanella to accept the minutes
of the June 6, 2022, Regular Meeting.

Upon a SHOW-OF-HANDS vote being taken, the chair declared MOTION #6286 adopted
8-0-1.

SPECIAL GUESTS — None.

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS

Barbara Gilly, 17 Buchanan Rd.

Ms. Gilly came to speak in favor of money for the roof at the A & P. She has been donating
clothing for about 6 or 7 years. With the price of gas and heating oil and other things going up
people are going to need a little help. The people that work in the store are very dedicated to
making everything look nice.

Jessica Soule, 10 Brook Rd.

Ms. Soule is a 4™ grade teacher at Prudence Crandall. When Columbine happened in April of
1999, she was a few months away from doing her student teaching. She heard talk of gun control

Regular Meeting 6/20/22 Page 1 of 20



and reform back in and still hears about it 23 years later. She calls her representatives and senators,
but she must focus on what she can change and that is her own classroom. Every teacher has
created a plan for themselves for an active shooter. Every teacher has walked outside to see what
they can see from outside; how fast they can lock the door with shaking hands; had the
conversation with students about group together or spread out when it comes to hiding; keeps their
cell phone on them to call 911; wonders how they will keep 25 frightened kids quiet; and has
hoped that they would be in the way long enough to save the lives of their students. After the
shooting in 2018 in Parkland, FL, she and her colleagues met with the former head of security for
Enfield Schools and asked for five changes to be made to the building to provide more security.
Not one of these actions has been taken in the 1,587 days since then. There have been 13 more
school shootings since that one. She stated that they were told that they were financially asking
for too much. The five things asked for were, classroom doors that lock from the inside, mirrored
one-way film on doors and windows, classroom evacuation windows, 2-door entry system, and
concrete blockades at the front of the school. She asked the Council, Mayor Cressotti, the BOE,
Mr. Drezek and Mr. Longey to consider that what has been done this far is simply not enough.
Please don’t dismiss the requests of the teachers to make the buildings safer.

Art Mullen, 80 Mullen Rd.

Mr. Mullen stated that he was back for part 2 of “see something, say something”. He stated that
he has four points to make tonight. The 2022 assessment of his home identified it as being 2478
sq. ft. when it is only 1512 sq. ft. He was told to verify whether the Appeal Board changes were
made to his field card in the assessor’s office. Last Thursday he went to the Assessor’s office and
picked up a copy of his current field card and he learned that his record has not been changed and
his house remains on the books for 2478 sq. ft. of living space. He would like to see an audit
performed to ensure that all the Appeals Board changes are updated by a specified date.

Mr. Mullen stated that at the last meeting someone had mentioned that the assessment minutes and
documents had been taken down from the website and public view because they were confusing,
handwritten, and illegible. He perused a copy and found it easy to read and legible and it should
be available for the public to view.

Mr. Mullen heard someone say that the Assessor’s office is understaffed. He said at his appeal
besides the assessor there were two additional staff. He does not feel that any of them should have
been there and stated that he thinks it is not a matter of understaffed but poorly managed.

Mr. Mullen stated that he believes that his appeal session was recorded by the Assessor, as were
other appeal sessions. He wants to know why they were recorded and what is going to happen to
the recordings.

Mr. Mullen does not think senior assessment staff is doing a good job and is not properly
addressing the issues he has. He would like the Town Council to actively get involved and take
corrective measures.

Emily McIntosh and Damon Patnoe of 11 Arbor Rd. and Renee Parida of 17 Frew Terrace.

Ms. Mclntosh stated that she is the Chairman for Enfield Culture and Arts Commission. She has
given her time to this for over eight years. She has held her head high and put transparency and
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ethics in the community first. Her leadership in this commission has led to writing their own mini
grant. They have helped bring in the Opera House Players, help establish Enfield’s first poet
laureate, sponsored various art shows, concerts, art installations, and self-sustaining programs for
the community. This all goes towards Sustainable CT, which allows the town to apply for grants.
The commission has asked for transparency with the council liaison and town manager. Only once
did we receive a heads up for clarity before action was taken, that was today at 2pm. Commission
members who inquired about our $30,000 being revoked were met with a condescending public
scolding. As a commission member and resident, it is not only their responsibility to ask questions
about funding, but it is their right to inquire about it to whoever they wish. Commission members
being treated that way and punished by the Town Manager is a disgrace. Also, a disgrace was
Town Council members saying they did not agree with the Town Manager but would not offer
written support. She stated that she had to stand up alone against local government on behalf of a
local volunteer commission member and resident to stand on the right side of right. After five
months, there is still no clarity on how the town plans to change the commission so they can
delegate work to the volunteers and the commission has not been asked about their input on the
upcoming resolution changes. Programming such as movies in the park scheduled for summer are
being cancelled because the reappointments on the docket are being postponed until a new
resolution is established by the Town Council and Town Manager’s office. She stated that she can
no longer be part of a commission that is being abused and kept in the dark. Let the residents
decide if $15,000 to $45,000 of their tax dollars should be spent painting murals on property in
Thompsonville. Is losing programming worth the 50 cents they will save on their taxes while
rumors persist of giving employees over $1,000 in bonuses. The issues have led to a mass exodus
of volunteers. She is submitting the rescinded request of appointment to the commission by Renee
Poreda a new member, the rescinded request for reappointment of Damon Patnoe as member and
treasurer, the rescinded request for reappointment by Jen Ryan as a member and public relations
coordinator and her resignation as member and chairman. The town will receive the written
resignations by the end of the week. The other members have not formally submitted anything yet
but have confirmed verbally that there will be more resignations submitted. She wished the town
good luck finding a group as dedicated as the one they are losing.

Tom Tyler, 18 Bridge Lane

Mr. Tyler stated that he is a member of the Board of Assessment Appeals and currently serving as
the chairman. He shared the assessment process as found in Connecticut General Statutes and the
Board of Assessment Appeals Handbook. The Tax Assessor and Town Manager are the town,
they are the town administration. The property owners and taxpayers are the people. The BAA,
Board of Assessment Appeals, is the official municipal agency that is designed to serve as the
appeal body for taxpayers who believe the town errored in the evaluation of their properties or
denied them exemptions. The BAA are provided by statute to act as an independent body of review
for property owners who wish to appeal their assessments. The taxpayer makes the appeal to the
BAA, not the Tax Assessor. The Tax Assessor unilaterally attempted to amend the official appeal
form that had been approved by the BAA. The changes required them to get an appraisal attached
with the appeal form. A BAA member noticed it, called him on it and they retracted it. Another
thing that the Assessor was doing was deciding whether the form was complete, that usurps the
authority of the BAA. We don’t know how many people he denied that didn’t come back. He
was chastised so he stopped doing that. Mr. Tyler’s time ran out at this point.
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Kevin Riley, 14 Pleasant Street

Mr. Riley stated that he is new to Thompsonville, but his family has been in business here for over
65 years. His mother started Riley’s School of Dance. He pointed out in a picture of a monument
that to the right of the monument is his legal right of way to his property. The building drawn is
drawn on his property. His suggestion is for the Town Attorney to table this because this is on his
property. Someone came to him from Environmental Development and hour and a half after I put
up signs that my property was for sale, prior to that they blew two deals for me. He stated that if
the Council thinks they are going to vote on this property that goes through his right of way tonight,
his suggestion would be to table it. He said he will have an injunction against it by tomorrow and
hold tight. He said everyone should be ashamed of themselves. He will not relinquish his right of
way for one minute during demolition.

Maureen Mullen, 1625 King Street

Ms. Mullen stated that when she received the new assessment for her farm property, she was in a
state of shock. There was $150,000 added on for swampy woodlands. Her family acquired the
property in 1905. She heard that it was assumed that each piece of farm property contained a two-
acre building lot and that was the reason for the increase. She decided to put in an appeal. She
was told her property is out 0f 490 and it’s not going back. We had a meeting with the farm bureau
representative who explained Public Act 490. There was supposed to be a follow up meeting but
that did not occur. She was invited to a quick meet and greet and found out she was scheduled for
her appeal in three days but never received anything in the mail. She put in an appeal form on
February 18 and a second one on March 18 she put in a second form, and both were stamped
received by the Assessor’s office. Her brother did go to the appeal meeting, the results were that
they were granted their appeal. She wanted to know where the paper went and how they knew she
may not be at the meeting. She checked and got a certified copy of the file the BAA had, and her
copy was not in the folder. She said her card has not been changed and it does not say anything
about the new assessment after the BAA. She asked what will happen when they get the tax bill.
She wants everyone in town to feel as if they are getting the right kind of service.

Lori Longhi, 1427 Enfield Street

Ms. Longhi stated that at the last meeting someone said, “see something, say something”. If you
are not familiar with the field cards it can be confusing. As a BAA member, there was an unusual
pattern on the back of the field cards which is why the report was called the fountain of youth
formula. It made properties get younger as they aged. If no improvements had been made to real
property, we saw that the effective year condition magically got newer or younger. These changes
artificially increase assessment values. After all the hearings and votes were taken, she went to
get each Council member’s field card, she was shocked to see the effective year was deleted on all
the cards. After the BAA issued the report that discussed the formula of the fountain of youth, the
information is suppressed or hidden from the public. She believes this can only be done by Vision
or the Assessor. This alteration of public documents, especially during appeal season, should cause
grave concern to every taxpayer in Enfield, especially the Town Council. Anyone can appeal the
BAA decisions up to two months after we rendered a decision. When someone requests their cards
now, there is different information found on the 2020 cards. The provisions of the CT General
Statute do allow for a clerical omission or mistake that do not include errors of substance. Upon
further review of the cards reprinted on 6/7/22, it appears that some of the values have changed
from the 2020 cards. The BAA is adjusting 2021, not 2020. This could be a huge problem for the
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town. She shared some sample cards. She does not know how many values were changed but she
just wanted to bring it to everyone’s attention.

Lucien Lefevre, 54 Kimberly Drive

Mr. Lefevre thanked everyone who participated in the Memorial Day Parade. He thanked
everyone who lined Route 5 to watch the parade. He also thanked everyone who attended the
wreath laying and speech at the town green. The planning that goes into the event is not easy. The
town must get permission from the state to do the parade because it is a state road not a town road.
The cooperation the town gives the Veteran’s Council is very appreciated.

Donna Dubanoski, 23 Betty Road

Ms. Dubanoski spoke about the Freedom of Information Act. She referred to CT General
Statutes as CGS. She read several CGS pertaining to posting minutes and agendas, etc., recordings,
access to records, copies of data, altering of records and the misdemeanor associate with it. The
BAA minutes were submitted on time by the recording secretary but not posted by the town until
the end of May. After being posted late, they were removed, altered, mishandled, or
respectfully requested they be amended before adoption by the Town Manager. The minutes
from the BAA May 28" meeting were removed. Under the previous versions tab, the minutes
from 4/4 show that the minutes were changed from 14 to 12 pages. The 3/22 minutes had the
3/10 minutes attached. The 4/11 minutes had the 5/11 minutes attached. These are all violations
of the FOI Act.

Peter Jonaitis, 3 Farmstead Circle

Mr. Jonaitis came to speak about what transpired at the last meeting and not filling the Council
seat previously held by Joey Bosco. Two members stated that they did not like the answer Jim
gave about grooming and pedophiles. He stated that he has no clue why that question or some of
the other questions were even asked. He came up with his own questions. 1) Do you believe any
teacher or teachers have or had had relationships with their students or ended up marrying one? 2)
Do you believe there any pedophiles at Disney World or Disney Land? 3) Do you believe any
national or public officials or people of notoriety ever visited Jeffery Epstein’s so called “Pleasure
Island” and had sex with underage kids? 4) Do you believe teachers have had relationships
with other teachers? 5) Do you believe that an administrator has had a relationship with a
teacher? 6) Do you believe any teacher, administrator, or central office personal have ever been
caught with child porn on their computer? 7) Do you believe any teachers have used illegal
drugs above the potency of marijuana? 8) Do you believe that people involved in education
are perfect? The people who teach in Enfield do the best job they can. They are some of the best
people he has had the pleasure of knowing or teaching with. Teachers are no different than
ordinary people. He was bothered by the fact that the candidates were asked if they believe the
last election was legitimate. With the harvesting of ballots, use of drop boxes, ballots being
counted after poll watchers were made to leave, machines being questioned, results from
precincts 100% in favor of one candidate, he could see why someone would question the
election results. From Presidents to members of the House and Senate, to the media, to elected
state officials, do you believe that these people don’t lie? Or at best are master of twisting the
English language. Dick Cressotti, Uncle Dick to you, that is where he will come back up to speak
next round.

Scott DeLorge, 336 George Washington Road
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Mr. DeLorge stated that he built a house in 2018 off George Washington Road. He was a general
contractor for that job to build his own home. Everything he had to do dealing with town
employees was fantastic. Linda Campbell showed him all the departments and introduced him to
the inspectors that would be going to his home. He could not have asked for a better experience
building his home here. In 2020 he wanted to put the rest of the land into farm, and he was
approved in 2020 for 490. 2021 came and the new Tax Assessor came to the property introduced
himself, Mr. DeLorge introduced himself and the next words out of the Assessor were, “your farm
status is gone”. It took us a year or two to get into 490 and just like that it was gone. Mr. DeLorge
asked how the determination was made and the Assessor stated that he had come the week before
and no one was home, so he walked the property and made the determination. This was odd
because everyone else that had come out has called before or waited for him in the driveway. He
asked who gave him permission to do this and was answered with, he is the Town Assessor, and
he does not need permission. He was told his only option is to reapply. They started talking about
his landscaping business, and he said he too at one point was a landscaper. He started asking about
his equipment. He was trying to see if what I mentioned for equipment met my declaration of
personal property. He went down to pay a tax bill and a woman in the office told him that he can
appeal the 490. This is something that the new Assessor should have told him the day he came to
his home. The day he was at Town Hall was the last day to file with the BAA, so he had to fill it
out right then. While he was filling out the form the Assessor came out and asked him to pull his
mask above his nose. He said, sure no problem even though the request was stern and not polite.
As he was walking out, he asked why he had to wear his mask correctly when no one else was
even wearing a mask. The Assessor replied, “my building, my rules”. Mr. DeLorge replied by
saying, “sir, this is the Town of Enfield’s building, not yours”. He later found out that the lady
who helped him out got into trouble. If it was not for her, he stated he would not have gotten to
the BAA process that saved him almost $200,000 in assessment fees.

Peter Jonaitis, 3 Farmstead Circle

Mr. Jonaitis stated an old friend of his, Dick Cressotti, told him that the worst level of government
to be involved in is local politics. Having a special election to fill the vacant seat would be costly,
a very low turn-out, and would go against precedent. In living in Enfield for 45 years he only
knows of one time where a proposed candidate whose party seat became vacant, and a nomination
was put forward that nominee was not confirmed. That one time it was done by the republicans,
and it was a major mistake, they opened the door for what happened at the last meeting. There is
a process to be followed. The democrats followed the process, it is their reasoning he finds fault
with. There was mention that Councilor Cressotti was not present, he could have called in for that
part of the meeting. Someone else brought up that they were not aware of the vote and felt
blindsided, he asked “don’t you guys communicate”? One member was going to vote no because
it became political. To the Councilor caught in the middle, you could have abstained. To the
councilor who made the statement about submitting three names that was a lie. You can’t believe
they would lie, the comment about submitting three names was a lie. He thanked the one democrat
who voted in a non-political way to fulfill Joey’s wish.

Tom Tyler, 18 Bridge Lane

Mr. Tyler resumed by saying that the BAA must hear appeals of persons claiming to be aggrieved
by the actions of the Tax Assessor, not anyone else. Only the BAA has the power to take appeals
from taxpayer’s review and correct the work of the Assessor. The BAA has heard from several
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individuals who complained to the Town Manager. She entertained their complaints and was very
polite. When they came to the BAA, they said she reviewed their evidence and their documents
and took physical custody of them and indicated that it was going to be turned over to the BAA.
When the hearings occurred, the BAA knew nothing of that. If you don’t have documents, you
don’t have any evidence. Schedules were rearranged so that these people could come back again.
The only documents they were able to get was for the Moose Club. The BAA never was provided
a copy 400 pages and they were told they could only read them during the hearing, so Lori was
taken off the hearings and spent hours reading them so during deliberations they could assimilate
all the information. Without documents those people would have lost. That would have been
unfair because they are a tax-exempt organization. The handbook says that it is the BAA that
decides to accept or reject an appeal application. The BAA does not report back to the Town
Manager or Assessor to overturn the appeals. He stated to the Mayor that he was not being
disrespectful earlier, he was being truthful.

Lori Longhi, 1427 Enfield Street

Ms. Longhi stated that the BAA would like to set the record straight, as it appears that the
administration was incorrect in her statement during the last Town Council meeting. She said the
BAA failed to do something which created a fine for the Town of Enfield. She wasn’t specific
identifying the fine. In an appeal year, the BAA for cause shown sends in writing to the Chief
Executive Officer, which is the Town Manager, a request for an extension. The Chairman did this
request on March 28, 2022. After the grand list has been corrected and examined by the BAA the
Assessor sends an abstract list to the secretary of OPM before the first day of May. There is a
copy of the OPM policy and there is not one form for the BAA to complete. For the OPM site you
must have a login to access any of the forms, the BAA has no access. It was the Assessor that
apparently did not file or complete the required forms which caused the $200 fine. She hopes that
administration was just misinformed, and it was not casting aspersions on the BAA. Comments
by administration that the public, citizens, board members, and businesses are regarded less since
she won’t tolerate anything bad being said about her staff. She asked the Council if this is the
impression they want to give the community.

Tom Tyler, 18 Bridge Lane

Mr. Tyler stated that the June 6 public speakers described a painful process with the Assessor and
assessment process. He said the Town Manager’s response was disappointing. Marie did
acknowledge their suffering. The Town Manager suppressed and censored public records of our
public records because she disagreed with it, she said she would repost it after she rewrote our
minutes, none of which is legal. There were no aspersions cast on the Tax Assessor, they told cold
hard facts. The Tax Assessor sent out a letter to everyone saying the State DMV has notified our
office to have recently registered the below listed vehicle in the Town of Enfield. These letters
did not come from the State of CT, they were a concoction of the Tax Assessor. He asked for there
to be an investigation and get to the bottom of what happened.

Bob Tkacz, 815 Woodgate Circle

Mr. Tkacz stated that when people ask what measures have been taken to secure the schools, the
only answer they ever get is, it’s a secret. All hospitals in the State of CT are required to have
barriers at the front door. There are none at Enfield High. Apparently, there are fire violations in
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Prudence Crandall because you are supposed to have two exits. We need to question the police
chief on what measures have been taken and see if the schools are safe.

Donna Dubanoski, 23 Betty Road

Ms. Dubanoski stated that they scheduled during the March 11" meeting the hearings scheduled
for the month of April to be on Monday and Wednesday from 1 to 6pm and Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 4 to 8pm. On March 11" the Board Chairman received an email from the
Assessor’s office that read that they would post the meetings but that no one would be available to
take minutes during the normal course of the workday. He could come at 5:00pm, continue to
schedule the hearings, do the prep work, and transcribe the minutes. This year he said the meetings
will be recorded to allow transcribing any missing notes. That was from the Assistant Assessor.
The Assessor should not be in the room during the hearings. The aggressive behavior by the
Assessor is not how we treat people in Enfield. She has never felt so under siege in the past nine
years being on the BAA. There was no reason for all the stress put on the board and the residents.

Peter Jonaitis, 3 Farmstead Circle
Mr. Jonaitis commended the Council for giving everyone time to speak. He stated that he believes
that all of the problems are being created by two people and neither lives in this town.

Lori Longhi, 1427 Enfield Street

Ms. Longhi stated that the Assessor had sticky notes that were copied into the appeals sheets that
were given to them at each hearing. The BAA did not ask for the notes, they were unsolicited.
The Town Manger said at the last meeting that she was not prepared to discuss the Assessor issues
with the Council, yet she just happened to have a spreadsheet. How does someone who claims to
know so much continue to make so many errors?

Bob Tkacz, 815 Woodgate Circle

Mr. Tkacz stated that he goes every year to have his automobile tax reassessed because of the high
mileage for his business. The problem, he said, is you never know when it is going to be. People
need to be informed of when it will be because they are entitled to their taxes being reduced.

Donna Dubanoski, 23 Betty Road

Ms. Dubanoski came back up to talk about Vision Government. The town has been using Vision
to do our re-evaluations. In her personal experience this company is nothing more than a data
manipulator. Her personal experience was her home being assessed higher than her neighbors and
the response to her was she was asked if she wanted her neighbor’s assessment increased. The
woman screamed at her and told her she should have told her that she was on the BAA. She was
then told hers was not being lowered but they would raise her neighbors. When she left the hearing
there was going to be no change made to her field card. There is a slight change by Vision. They
changed her old kitchen to average. They also changed the effective date from 1984 to 1989 so it
increased the assessment by $2,000. Whatever Enfield is paying Vision is way too much for the
faulty information they are producing. An audit needs to be done on the Town Assessor system
and the reevaluation company Vision Government Solutions.

The chair declared Public Communications closed.
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COUNCILOR COMMUNICATIONS

Councilor Mangini mentioned that Councilor Hopkins brought up Juneteenth that was celebrated
on the town green yesterday. The celebration was very well put together. She said it was a good
reminder to be aware and respectful of one another.

Councilor Mangini mentioned that the Fourth of July Celebration is coming up and she encouraged
everyone to attend.

Councilor Mangini stated that she received a report that there was a handicapped port-a-potty on
the green and it was removed, and they were looking for it yesterday at the event.

Councilor Finger thanked everyone who sent him emails and texts last week. He mentioned that
the Bosco Family sent him a nice letter. He shared a thought by saying when he was a kid and he
had dirty laundry, his mother always washed it and got rid of it.

Councilor Pyznar stated that she agrees with Jessica the teacher, she has a daughter who is a teacher
in town and a granddaughter in the school system and the schools should be safe. She does believe
the Enfield PD is doing all that they can. We have a Joint Facilities and maybe there is something
that can be done. Some schools are fine, and we have other schools that might be missing
something. Maybe we need to do an inventory of the schools. She believes we owe it to our
teachers, students, staff, and residents to make sure our schools are safe.

Councilor Pyznar said that the people who sit on the BAA are long time good-standing citizens in
this town. They are not people who were just like okay I’ll be on this board. They come with lots
of knowledge. She is appalled and sick of apologizing for a town that she loves. She sits on the
Council because she loves the town. She mentioned that the Culture and Arts people had already
left and that volunteers should not be treated like second-class citizens.

Councilor Hopkins mentioned to folks that there is a state program for assistance for home buying.
It is assistance with down payment, and it might dovetail well with our own town program.

Councilor Hopkins stated that he too has questions and concerns about things brought up about
the assessment process. The Town Council has investigative powers, and he thinks it is reasonable
to start that. At the last meeting he asked that the Council be updated on that. The Council needs
to be briefed on everything because there are a lot of concerning things being said.

Councilor Hopkins brought up the issue with the right of way. He said it is important that the town
looks at taking or infringing on anyone’s property in any way. We need to make sure that we are
not imposing more than our legal right.

Councilor Ludwick mentioned that there is a resolution on the table for the bid for an independent
review, are we tabling that or discussing that?

Chairman Cressotti responded that it will be tabled.
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Councilor Ludwick stated that he has been calling for an audit for four months, and he thinks it’s
time. We need to decide the fairest approach for the tax office, the BAA, and the residents. This
is not going away, there are assessments coming up for the fall, it is an ongoing process. It needs
to be independent, and it needs to happen quickly, not six months from now.

Councilor Santanella stated that he is in line with what Councilor Ludwick is suggesting. He does
not know of anyone that is suggesting that we let it run on for months and months. He does not
want anyone to have the impression that we are dragging our feet and not listening.

Councilor Unghire thanked the BAA for coming to the meeting and discussing all these points.
Councilor Unghire thinks that we do need an independent review, but it should be Council selected.

Councilor Unghire agreed with Councilor Hopkins regarding Mr. Riley and his property, hopefully
there will be a solution where everyone is happy.

Councilor Unghire congratulated all the Adult Ed. graduates who graduated a week and a half ago.
Also, she mentioned Enfield High is having their graduation this Wednesday, so congratulations
to them as well.

Councilor Cekala agreed with Councilor Santanella that they would do an independent review, it’s
ready to go tonight. She said some Councilors just don’t want to move on it tonight and
unfortunately, it is not going to happen quickly if people don’t want to move on it tonight. Some
want to have input on who is selected.

Chairman Cressotti thanked everyone who came to the meeting and spoke.

Chairman Cressotti stated that as a Council they are going to be looking at an independent review
of the process for all sides involved. It will be tabled tonight because some Councilors wanted to
discuss the firms that have been brought up.

Chairman Cressotti mentioned that he was not at the last meeting, his daughter got married and he
thanked everyone for the well wishes on her wedding. He said family matters come number one.
There were some comments made about him having a choice to be there or not. He said yes, he
did have a choice but if someone did not know he was not going to be there, they must have their
head in the sand.

Chairman Cressotti did urge the Council in regard to the District 1 candidate not to move forward
with it. He said it could have been taken care of tonight and they probably could have gotten the
position filled. Folks took it upon themselves under the recommendation he gave not to. We will
be looking at the District 1 candidate and moving forward with that.

Chairman Cressotti also congratulated all those in Adult Ed. who took a different route to their
high school graduation. Congratulations to the 18 people who graduated.

Chairman Cressotti also sends congratulations to the Enfield High class of 2022 on their upcoming
graduation on Wednesday. Congratulations to all the students, teachers, and administrators.
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Chairman Cressotti mentioned to Jessica, the teacher, that this is an issue they will be taking up.
We will take very seriously the five items she brought up tonight.

Chairman Cressotti congratulated the Enfield Stars Special Olympics Team that competed the last
two weekends in the state games.

Chairman Cressotti wanted to recognize Councilor Mangini along with Connie Provencher and
Julie Cotner for being awarded the Paul Harris Award. This is the highest award given by the
rotary club. He thanked them for their volunteer work.

Chairman Cressotti announced that on June 25" Allied will be having a walk-a-thon and a family
day fundraiser at Enfield High School.

Chairman Cressotti mentioned that on June 8" he met with UCONN project people empowering
people program. They worked in conjunction with our own staff and donated and planted several

dogwood trees. He wanted to recognize them for their work.

Chairman Cressotti mentioned that the Fourth of July Celebration is coming up and there are a lot
of good things happening.

TOWN MANAGER REPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS — Project and Activities Report

Town Manager, Ellen Zoppo-Sassu asked everyone to draw their attention to the PAR report. The
Economic Development Commission has been asked to develop some parameters for the ARPA
funds that will be made available to small businesses. There was an allotment set aside for non-
profits, those parameters have yet to be determined. In the packet you will see that we are going
out to bid for the demolition of the Lamagna Center and Strand. Mr. Wilcox has also included the
quarterly report on expenditures.

Ms. Zoppo-Sassu stated that she along with the Assistant Town Manager did meet with Mr. Riley
last week after he expressed some concerns over some interactions with town employees. They
did visit his home where he is renovating, and it is the Bigelow Clubhouse, so it is extremely
historic. We have worked with staff, and we are not going to condone what was not such a great
parking situation. We moved it and it will be adjacent to the property so his tenants will be able
to park right next door. The demolition of the Strand sits right at Mr. Riley’s property line so they
will need to protect his property during demolition. Any new construction must adhere to new
regulations and will have a healthy setback.

Ms. Zoppo-Sassu mentioned that the Neighborhood Assistance Act that you heard about during
Public Participation is on the agenda.

Ms. Zoppo-Sassu said that in terms of the assessment issues, there is definitely a need for an
independent review.
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Town Attorney, James Tallberg stated that there has been perhaps a call to discuss this in executive
session. He does not see a readily available exception to go into executive session, especially not
tonight because it is not on the agenda. Three weeks ago, they received the BAA report which
raised substantial issues. Two weeks ago, we heard additional concerns at the Council meeting.
There was a call for an independent review. It is not appropriate for him or his firm to do the
independent review because he is consulted on these issues. These are issues of CT law. The
amount of lawyers that specialize in municipal tax appeals is very small. The best way to find a
qualified firm is to do an RFP or RFQ and get the full range of candidates. This will take weeks
to get it out and there will be interviews. It could be months. The other option is doing what he
did by coming up with a short list of candidates and he narrowed it down to three. After starting
interviews and had to weed out two of the three because of some sort of association. It was
narrowed down to Berchem Moses PC and there is a resolution ready to be voted on tonight if it
is the will of the Council.

Councilor Santanella said he respects Mr. Tallberg immensely and thanked him for taking on this
work due to concerns that have been raised. He said he is ready to move forward with this tonight.

Chairman Cressotti stated that there was feedback over the weekend from both caucuses wanting
to table this matter. He thanked Attorney Tallberg for his efforts. He is ready to move forward
with it.

Ms. Zoppo-Sassu feels strongly that the recommendation has no connections to anybody sitting on
this Council, the audience, or tax office. The standard that was set was they wanted an unbiased,
independent and thorough review by someone qualified. She urged bringing the motion forward
so work can begin.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF THE COUNCIL

Councilor Mangini mentioned that there is committee that is comprised of the police department,
fire department, and town staff, and liaisons from the council. They meet to discuss issues. The
issues are not brought public because the issues are of a sensitive nature. They are only privy to
this info to protect our school buildings. The concerns are not falling on deaf ears.

Chairman Cressotti mentioned that discussed at the Commission on Aging was a reminder for the
residents that we are establishing a tax relief committee and if anyone is interested, they can submit

an application to the Town Manager’s office.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS — None.

NEW BUSINESS — Tabled.

Chairman Cressotti asked if we are removing from table or keeping it tabled.

Councilor Ludwick stated that people need to feel comfortable with this decision.
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Councilor Pyznar stated that she wants to see this resolved quickly but with accuracy. We need to
gain back the respect of our citizens. She would like to be a bigger part in choosing. She stated
that they are the governing body.

Councilor Unghire agreed with Councilor Pyznar and said she would like to be part of the process
of selecting who we get.

Councilor Cekala stated she is ready to vote tonight.
Chairman Cressotti is ready to vote tonight.

Councilor Mangini is also ready to vote. Time is of the essence, and it needs to be resolved. We
are not meeting again until July and then again in August.

Councilor Hopkins thinks we should move quickly but is not ready to move forward with it tonight.

Councilor Santanella stated that there will not be enough votes to vote tonight so he suggested a
special meeting next week. We owe it to folks to get this done. He would, however, vote on it
tonight if there were enough votes.

Councilor Finger mentioned that he did not see anything in his Councilor emails that this research
on firms was being done. He thinks they should have been more involved with the process. He is
ready to vote tonight.

Ms. Zoppo-Sassu stated that the process was a culling of names based on specialty and availability
and people who do not have conflicts with Enfield.

Councilor Hopkins did not necessarily have a problem with the law firm, he wanted more
information about the process and knowing that an independent review is the best way to go.

Chairman Cressotti stated that the charge would be to interview the recommendation first and then
additional pool.

Councilor Cekala stated that she is hearing that some Councilors are ready to vote now, some want
to go to RFP, and some want to be briefed on what the firm or person would be looking at before
the next step which would be the independent review. She is not sure that there is a uniform charge
wanted.

Councilor Mangini added to what Councilor Cekala stated but commented that if the Town
Attorney has already vetted firms and attorneys and has come up with a firm why would the
Council look at another pool that will probably contain the same firm. Why would the Council
micromanage town staff?

Councilor Hopkins did state that they have the power to investigate town departments. He wants

to learn more about the problems that folks have raised. He wants to know more before it is farmed
out to an independent law firm. We should act quickly but also very carefully.
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Councilor Ludwick said he would like to interview the candidate and see the scope of what they
are going to do. The Council has legislative and investigative authority, and everyone needs to be
comfortable. An RFP can be done simultaneously and if everyone is feeling that the person is
going to be impartial, the RFP can be rescinded.

Chairman Cressotti stated first and foremost a meeting needs to be set up to talk to the firm. We
will then determine where to go from there.

CONSENT AGENDA

Councilor Ludwick stated that number six and seven with the amount of money being requested,
they should be discussed. He feels they should be regular agenda items, not consent agenda items.
He is not against the projects, but he will have to abstain.

Ms. Zoppo-Sassu stated that these are approved through the budget process. They were put on
consent because they have already been approved but we wanted to show people so they can follow
along with what the ARPA funds are doing.

MOTION #6287 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Cekala to approve Consent
Agenda.

Upon a SHOW-OF-HANDS vote being taken, the chair declared MOTION #6287 adopted
8-0-1 with Councilor Ludwick abstaining.

APPOINTMENTS/TOWN COUNCIL APPOINTED

Chairman Cressotti stated that at the request of Councilors Santanella and Unghire who serve as
the liaisons to the commission, there will not be any action on the appointments tonight.

TOWN MANAGER APPOINTED/COUNCIL APPROVED — None.

P&7 COMMISSION APPOINTED/COUNCIL APPROVED — None.

RESOLUTION #6288 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Hopkins.

RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter VI, Section 8(f) of the Town Charter, the following
transfer is hereby made.

TO: Social Services Administration
Other Professional Services 22040001-533900 $12,500
FROM: Youth Services

Appropriated Fund Balance 22044001-499000 $12,500
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CERTIFICATION: I hereby certify that the above-stated funds are available as of June 20, 2022.

/s/ John Wilcox, Director of Finance

Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the chair declared RESOLUTION #6288 adopted
9-0-0.

RESOLUTION #6289 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Santanella.

WHEREAS, Chapter 22, Article II of the Town Code establishes the Enfield Culture and Arts
Commission; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council wishes to amend the Ordinance to add a Board of Education
Liaison to be determined by the Board of Education; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council wishes to seek input from the residents of the Town of Enfield
regarding the proposed amendments.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Enfield Town Council will hold a Public Hearing in
the Enfield Town Hall Council Chambers, 820 Enfield Street, Enfield, CT on Tuesday, July 5,
2022 at 6:50p.m. to allow interested residents an opportunity to express their opinions regarding
the Proposed Amendments to Chapter 22 of the Town Code of Enfield, Article II, the Enfield
Culture and Arts Commission Ordinance.

Councilor Mangini wanted clarification as to why we need a BOE liaison.

Councilor Santanella stated that he and Councilor Unghire sit as liaisons on the commission. There
are many art communities and many of them exist in the schools. There is a whole community out
there that has no ties to the commission. The BOE liaison will be able to bring in and include
those groups.

Councilor Unghire stated that the hearing will allow for plenty of discussion and the value or not
of having the liaison.

Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the chair declared RESOLUTION #6289 adopted
9-0-0.

RESOLUTION #6290 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Santanella.

WHEREAS, Impact Residential Development, LLC (IRD) has submitted a Memorandum of
Agreement to the town as to the proposed redevelopment project for the former Strand Theater
property and Lamagna Activity Center properties; and

WHEREAS, IRD will be the preferred developer to plan the mixed-use redevelopment project,
complete its due diligence, and develop a final design.
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Enfield Town Council authorizes the Town
Manager to sign the Memorandum of Agreement with Impact Residential Development, LLC,
subject to review by the Town Attorney.

Councilor Pyznar stated that Mr. Riley is here, and we do have to take into consideration his
easement. She met with people from IRD, the design is beautiful, it will enhance Thompsonville.
She asked that every effort be made to have Mr. Riley and his property included and that we work
with him in a fair and just way.

Councilor Unghire commented that she supports every effort for redevelopment down in
Thompsonville. Is there a way to make this compatible and make this not interfere with his
tenants?

Ms. Zoppo-Sassu responded yes, we will make sure that that happens. Discussion will happen to
ensure easements are preserved or improved.

Councilor Unghire stated that she did not see a passage to his property on the design plans.

Ms. Zoppo-Sassu stated that this is a rendering to give to give the Town Council an idea of what
Impact’s vision was. This is not legally binding. This is extremely preliminary; there are months
of work to be done before anything becomes final.

Councilor Santanella clarified to Mr. Riley that they are just engaging this firm, not about the
drawing or his easement. It is a plan to bring something spectacular into the community and he
said he respects Mr. Riley’s concerns.

Chairman Cressotti assured Mr. Riley that they will be communicating and working with him
regarding the easement on his property.

Councilor Ludwick is more concerned with the demolition. Enfield taxpayer money will be
knocking down those buildings. If he has the easement, don’t we have to address that, so it is
separate. When we go to knock down the buildings isn’t that when we need to address that?

Ms. Zoppo-Sassu responded yes. We must ensure the safety his tenants, house, and property
during demolition, our building is on his property line. The other issue is his access as potential
development comes together. We are hiring a Class A demolition contractor, which is the highest
level.

Councilor Ludwick stated that we want to work with the individual, we are not trying to take
anyone’s property.

Councilor Ludwick stated that as this project gets further in, he would like to see a little more detail
on the private capital that is going in. It is a private/public partnership.

Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the chair declared RESOLUTION #6290 adopted
9-0-0.
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RESOLUTION #6291 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Cekala.

WHEREAS, the Enfield Water Pollution Control Facility WPCF generates approximately 1,500
dry tons of sludge each year; and

WHEREAS, the Town has utilized the Metropolitan District Commission MDC for disposal of
said sludge for at least the last nine years; and

WHEREAS, the MDC has provided reliable and efficient service; and

WHEREAS, the WPCF has determined that there is no alternative nearby facilities with the
capacity to process the Town’s sludge.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council does hereby find, based on the
foregoing compelling public interest, and in accordance with Chapter V, Section 8(d), that it is
therefore against the best interest of the Town to solicit bids for Sludge Disposal Services at the
Enfield WPCF.

Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the chair declared RESOLUTION #6291 adopted
9-0-0.

RESOLUTION #6292 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Unghire.

RESOLVED, that the Enfield Town Council does hereby approve the three (3) year collective
bargaining agreement between the Town of Enfield and the Connecticut State Employee’s Union
(CSEA), Local #2001 dated July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2025.

Upon on ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the chair declared RESOLUTION #6292 adopted
8-1-0 with Councilor Finger against.

RESOLUTION #6293 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Santanella.

RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter VIIL, Section II of the Town Charter, the Enfield
Town Council does herby adopt the position of Public Safety Systems Technician.

Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the chair declared RESOLUTION #6293 adopted
9-0-0.

RESOLUTION #6294 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Cekala.

RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter VIIL, Section II of the Town Charter, the Enfield
Town Council does hereby adopt the following amendment of job description for Assistant
Assessor.
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Assistant Town Manager, Steven Bielenda stated that during the budget process the Council voted
on adopting a second Assistant Assessor. We took the job description from about five or six years
ago. There was some question on the job requirements being high school education. He mentioned
that the former Supervisor of Assessment and Revenue only had a high school diploma. She
started as a dispatcher and worked her way to an Assessment Clerk, Deputy Assessor, and then
Supervisor of Assessment and Revenue. It is such a nuanced field that you don’t need to go to
college for this, you have to get the experience in the office working. You also have to take
specialty classes to get certification. The point is not the person having only a high school diploma,
it is about what we can train them to do.

Councilor Mangini stated that her only concern is lowering this standard to only a high school
diploma. She prefers an associate or bachelor’s degree. She understands that the job market is

tough, but she asked if a high school graduate is in a good position to handle the job.

Councilor Pyznar asked if we have somebody who is an Assistant Assessor already. Are they
considered a Tax Collector?

Mr. Bielenda responded no, just the Assistant Assessor.
Councilor Pyznar asked how this new position will affect the current two people in that office.

Mr. Bielenda stated that this person would be helping them, and they would become co-equals.
They will not be getting paid as the current incumbent position.

Councilor Ludwick stated he is fine with a high school diploma and anyone good with numbers
can learn the job. Someone coming out of high school with an accounting or calculus.

Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the chair declared RESOLUTION #6294 adopted
9-0-0.

RESOLUTION #6295 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Cekala.

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on June 6, 2022 to allow interested citizens an opportunity
to express their opinion regarding which programs shall be included on the Town of Enfield’s
application under the provisions of the “Neighborhood Assistance Act”; and

WHEREAS, at this public hearing, a representative of St. Patrick’s Church spoke requesting to
submit a proposal for their project to replace a roof on the Community Center at the church; and

WHEREAS, St. Patrick’s Church submitted a proposal to the Town Manager’s Office; and

WHEREAS, the following proposal is acceptable to the Enfield Town Council within the
guidelines for proposed programs under the “Neighborhood Assistance Act”.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
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1. The Town of Enfield’s additional 2022 proposed program proposal be submitted to the
State of CT Department of Revenue under the provision of the “Neighborhood Assistance
Act” and shall consist of the proposal identified in the preceding paragraph.

2. The Enfield Town Manager is hereby authorized to submit this application to the State
Department of Revenue, and to approve any donations received as a result of this
application.

Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the chair declared RESOLUTION #6295 adopted
9-0-0.

MOTION #6296 by Councilor Ludwick, seconded by Councilor Unghire to approve the referral
to P&Z for donation of land for parking in Hazardville Village, 10 Maple Street.

Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the chair declared MOTION #6296 adopted 9-0-0.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS PROPER TO COME BEFORE SAID MEETING — None.

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS

Art Mullen, 80 Mullen Road

Mr. Mullen thanked Councilor Hopkins for his input regarding the assessment situation. He
brought common sense to the situation by saying it has to be done quickly but we have to do our
due diligence. Mr. Mullen hopes the Council can get together and talk and come up as a group.
This is a very important issue. He does not trust the Assessor’s office; he does not feel he can go
to them and get straight answers. He wants to know if his time is running out to go back and say
he has a problem with his field card. If this is going to take a long time, maybe folks can get an
extension.

Bob Tkacz, 815 Woodgate Circle

Mr. Tkacz stated that Sandy Hook was a long time ago and he feels school security hasn’t
improved. We need more public input about what is going on and what has been done. Why do
the police departments stand down? He said the Marine’s would not wait 10 seconds. They would
go right in. There are too many secrets in Enfield.

Chairman Cressotti declared Public Communications closed.

COUNCILOR COMMUNICATIONS

Chairman Cressotti thanked everyone that did come out tonight. He encouraged residents to keep
getting vaccines and boosters to stay healthy. He also reminded everyone about the upcoming
Fourth of July Celebration.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION #6297 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Santanella to adjourn.
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Upon a SHOW-OF-HANDS vote being taken, the chair declared MOTION #6297 adopted
9-0-0, and the meeting stood adjourned at 10:07pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Sheila M. Bailey Tina Demers

Clerk of the Council Secretary to the Council
Town Clerk
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Appended to the minutes of the

pne 2% ﬁffuii_g‘gleflfa‘g& ENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL

EQUEST FOR TRANSFER OF FUNDS
RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter VI, Section 8(f) of the Town Charter,
the following transfer is hereby made.

TO: Public Works - Buildings and Grounds

Maintenance and Building Supplies 10300340-561400 $2,375

FROM: Public Works - Buildings and Grounds
Salaries — Temporary/Seasonal 10300340-513000 $2,182
Health Services 10300340-533300 $193

CERTIFICATION: | hereby certify that the above-stated funds are available as of
June 10, 2022.

Q‘*/'/ 7 C/‘ / ,3'/ G¢//3 ;_(___
John Wilcox, Director of Finance Date: /

APPROVED g:lh‘" Z?\E() ‘\340944._ %é% /25—
Ellen Zoppo-Sassu, T Manager Date:




Appended to the minutes of the
June 20, 2022 Regular Town
Council Minutes. See page 14

ENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
REQUEST FOR TRANSFER OF FUNDS

RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter VI, Section 8(f) of the Town Charter,
the following transfer is hereby made.

TO: Public Works Equipment Maintenance and Repair
Vehicle Supplies/Materials 10300380-561700 $4,250
FROM: Public Works Equipment Maintenance and Repair
Overtime 10300380-514000 $1,000
Stipend 10300380-516000 $250
Social Security 10300380-522000 $3,000

CERTIFICATION: I hereby certify that the above-stated funds are available as of
June 10, 2022.

; 7 i / / /
u-{"‘.f_L'. / / (A ’f/‘/'f//r"-"’

Joﬁn A. Wilcox, P;rector of Finance Date:

APPROVED BY¢ , %2;[2&
Date:

Ellen Zoppo-Sassu, Tow
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ENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
REQUEST FOR TRANSFER OF FUNDS

RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter VI, Section 8(f) of the Town Charter,
the following transfer is hereby made.

TO: Social Services Administration

Other Professional Services 22040001-533900 $2,000

FROM: Youth Services

PT Salaries 22040450-51200 $ 2,000

CERTIFICATION: | hereby certify that the above-stated funds are available as of
June 20, 2022.

ot 2 Badot s/

John Wilcox, Dlrecto/o'f Finance Date/

APPROVED@‘.ILL" Zﬁ(‘ g/g@)&
Ellen Zoppo-Sassu, Towh Manager Date:
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ENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
REQUEST FOR TRANSFER OF FUNDS

RESOLUTION NO.
FY 2023

RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter VI, Section 8(f) of the Town Charter,
the following transfer is hereby made.

TO: Social Services Administration

FT Salaries 22040001-511000 $5,000
Professional Development 22040001-532200 $2,500

FROM: Social Services Administration

Appropriated Fund Balance 22044001-499000 $ 7,500

CERTIFICATION: | hereby certify that the above-stated funds are available as of
June 20, 2022.

John Wilcox, Director of Finance Date: /
(-

APPROVED BY "‘M %L&t
_ Ellen Zoppo-Sassu own Manager Date:
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Minutes. See page 14 ENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
REQUEST FOR TRANSFER OF FUNDS

RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter VI, Section 8(f) of the Town Charter,
the following transfer is hereby made.

TO: Social Services Administration

Technology & Equipment 22040001-573400 $5,400

FROM: Youth Services

Travel 22040450- 558000 $ 5,400

CERTIFICATION: | hereby certify that the above-stated funds are available as of
June 20, 2022.

}

o /' (,) 7 ‘/ ,ff , /
S h_//"/\ ’ ./’." g’ -/.{j/ "% F /L
Johi Wilcox, Director of Finance Date: /

APPROVED BY: ,

Ellen Zoppo-Sassu Date:
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ENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
REQUEST FOR TRANSFER OF FUNDS

RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter VI, Section 8(f) of the Town Charter,
the following transfer is hereby made.

Fiscal Year 2022

TO: COVID -19 Fund

Grape Brook Pump Station - Construction Services  24508327-545000  $689,000
Sparkle Street Pump Station - Construction Services 24508328-545000  $689,000

Business Assistance — Misc Expenditures 24508329-589000  $250,000
Not-for-Profit Assistance - Misc Expenditures 24508330-589000  $200,000

FROM: COVID - 19 Fund

Revenue — Grants-COVID-Federal 24540000-460004 $1,828,000

CERTIFICATION: | hereby certify that the above-stated funds are available as of

May 27, 2022.
L B i 2 .
C ¢/ (2 L / \ /17 /22
Johh A. Wilcox, D}rector of Finance Date: /

APPROVED gl " % §%243/§_&&
Ellen Zoppo-Sassu, ToWwh Manager Date:
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ENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL AT
REQUEST FOR TRANSFER OF FUNDS

RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter VI, Section 8(f) of the Town Charter,
the following transfer is hereby made.

Fiscal Year 2023
TO: COVID -19 Fund

Grape Brook Pump Station - Construction Services  24508327-545000  $827,000
Sparkle Street Pump Station - Construction Services 24508328-545000  $827,000

FROM: COVID - 19 Fund

Revenue — Grants-COVID-Federal 24540000-460004 $1 ,654,000

CERTIFICATION: | hereby certify that the above-stated funds are available as of
May 27, 2022.

\y_,/" 7 ,-/,f(‘\ ) A// ¢ /,('/'I/ Z
John A Wilcox, Director 6f Finance Date/ '
t

APPROVED BY:E Lo n Zwﬁ ‘\3469(4._ [4/%2&;.
Ellen Zoppo-Sassu, Town'Manager Date:
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PREFACE

This handbook is designed to provide an overview and reference guide to assist members of Boards of
Assessment Appeals (BAA) to better understand the local {Ad Volorem) property tax system; the
assessment and administration of the property tax, and their duties and responsibiiities. It is not
intended as a substitute for the Connecticut General Statutes, but rather to be used in conjunction with
them. This edition marks the eighth revision of the handbook and the second time the Connecticut
Association has revised and produced the handbook. Previous editions were compiled by University of
Connecticut Professors Rosaline Levenson, Edward T. Dowling, George Hill, and Edward Sembor, This
edition of the handbook was compiled by the Curriculum Development Committee of the Connecticut
Association of Assessing Officers with input and guidance from the instructors of the BAA workshaps,
and it regresents a significant rewrite of the design and content of the document. it was intended o
make the handhook more reader-friendly and easy to understand for BAA members, many of whom
must assume their duties with liftle or no formal training.

The book is now divided into six chapters, which have been renamed from the previous edition. A
significant amount of information has been either consolidated or eliminated to reduce redundancy.
Chapter 6, entitled “Revaluation Overview” is a new addition to the document and is intended to give
the reader a basic understanding of the mass appraisal and the valuation process. The other chapters
refate to the nature of assessment review, its role in the administration of the property tax, and current
practices in Connecticut, concerning the organization and operations of boards of assessment appeals.
Another new section added to the appendices is the “Frequently Asked Questions” section, which
provides real answers and practical solutions to many commeon questions that BAA members will face in
the conduct of their duties.

The Curriculum Development Committee would also like to thank Steve Hodgetts, who assisted with the
final editing and review of the document, Whiie every effort has been made to make the publication as
complete and accurate as possible, the Connecticut Association of Assessing Officers assumes no
responsibility for any errors of omission or commissian.

Curriculum Development Committee BAA Workshop Instructors
Shelby P, Jackson [it, Chairman Thomas DeNoto

lennifer D. Bernardo William Gaffney I

Elaine Brodeur Brian Smith

Michael Courtney
Mary Gardner

Ann Marie Gradoia
Alexzander Pullen
Daniel Thomas
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THE BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS DEFINED

MUNICIPAL BOARDS AS APPEAL AGENCIES

The Board of Assessment Appeals {BAA) is among the oldest, local government agencies in
Connecticut. Its history dates back to the colonial period.

Created by state law, the BAA holds important powers affecting both the municipality and
the taxpayer; paradoxically, they also constitute one of the lesser-known municipal agencies.
Most taxpayers are aware of the office of assessor or tax collector in their communities. Few,
however, know anything about the BAA until they have a disagreement about their property
valuation. Board members themselves may know little about the office prior to their elections
or appoiniments, and frequentiy fearn about their functions and duties only after assuming
office.

The BAA is an official municipal agency. It is designed to serve as an appeal body for
taxpayers who believe that town or city assessors erred in the valuation of their properties or
erroneously denied them exemptions. {tis important to note that the BAA is not an assessing
agency. it does not value taxable property as that is the function of the assessors. Its purpose is
best explained by the word “review” which was formerly in the title. To review assessments,
board members must have an understanding of the three approaches to value used by
assessors and real estate appraisers in mass appraisal. It is a review body and as such serves
independently of assessors. in most cases the BAA operates as an intermediary level between
the assessors and the courts.

During a formal hearing before the BAA, aggrieved taxpayers usually present their body
of evidence to either an individual board member or to the entire BAA, depending on
jurisdictional preference, The individual board member, or the board as a whole, receives the
evidence from the taxpayer while the taxpayer makes their case for a fower assessment. Board
members may then query the taxpayer if necessary, with regard to the evidence. Once the
hearing is completed the BAA, if meeting as a whole, may deliberate and vote as to whether an
adjustment to the assessment is warranted. if the hearing is conducted with only an individual
board member, that specific board member will present the evidence to the entire board
during scheduled and noticed deliberations. The BAA will then vote as to whether an
adjustment is warranted. Pursuant to Connecticut General Statute (CGS) §12-111 taxpayers are
then notified in writing within 1 week as to the findings of the BAA.

The BAA now has the same educational outlets as assessors. Assessors have taken
many steps to gain specialized knowledge vital to their profession. Meetings of professional
organizations such as the Connecticut Association of Assessing Officers and the International
Association of Assessing Officers give them the opportunity to meet and discuss issues, as well
as to hear talks by leaders in the field.
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The annual, weeklong School for Connecticut Assessors and BAA, conducted by the Center
of Continuing Studies at the University of Connecticut provides courses for new and
experienced assessors alike. Introductory classes provide a background in assessment
practices. Advanced courses, designed for individuals with years of service, impart new and
improved methods of assessing. (n addition, the assessors make use of the Handbook for
Connecticut Assessors, a practical guide which serves as a text on assessment procedures and
laws.

Because they work closely with assessors, all of these resources are also open to BAA
members. The fact that their work is part-time gives them the time to expand their knowledge,
so they can properly carry out their statutory duties.

The BAA is an integral link in the chain of assessment reform. Members who tap into the
educational opportunities offered, and become fully informed on assessment procedures-
without preempting the Assessor’s role in establishing assessed values- can better serve their
communities, contributing the kind of assessment review that leads to equitable assessments.

Terms for membership of BAA members and alternate members are defined in CGS §9-
199. Unless otherwise provided by law, each town elects the board that is comprised of three
members elected for a term of four years. All members are elected {CGS §9-185) unless
appointment is permitted legally. Some town charters and special acts, in fact, specify that
they be appointed. CGS §9-199(c) now allows a municipality to appoint additional members to
the BAA for any assessment year through its municipal legislative body.
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Chapter 1: ASSESSMENT PRACTICE: AN OVERVIEW

ASSESSMENT PROCESS

The assessment process takes place befare the BAA sits as a review body. This process,
repeated annually, starts when the municipal assessor or board of assessors prepare an official
listing of all taxable property in the community. This list, known as the Grand List, represents
the assessed valuation of all taxable and tax-exempt property. The net Grand List, which is the
total value after deductions for exemptions, becomes the municipality’s tax base.

Taxable property consists of:

1. Real Estate: real property which refers to land and all improvements permanently
attached to the land.

2. Personal Property: tangible property including but not limited to business personal
property and unregistered motor vehicles,

3. Motor Vehicles: registered motor vehicles as supplied bi-annually by CT DMV,

Connecticut law sets forth the annual assessment date of October 1 and requires
assessments to reflect 70% of the fair market value except those which are classified as farm
fand, forest land or open space land. Fair market value is defined as the amount of money for
which a property may be exchanged within a reasonable period of time and under conditions in
which both parties are willing, able, and reasonably well informed.

REAL ESTATE

Values for real estate are set during the 5-year revaluation process. See Chapter 6:
Revaluation Overview for more information.

PERSONAL PROPERTY

The personal property grand list is created new every year based on business
declarations filed by November 1% by each business owner. Personal Property is tangible
property including but not limited to business personal property and unregistered motor
vehicles,

Personal Property is everything subject to ownership, excluding land, any interest in
land or any permanent improvement thereon. This includes tangible items such as furniture,
fixtures, equipment, leased equipment and leasehold improvements. Leasehold Improvements
or Tenant improvements (TI} may include real estate components such as ceilings, partitions,
flooring and other affixed improvements that, when paid for and depreciated for IRS purposes
by the lessee, are to be classified as personal property for assessment.
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- In Connecticut intangible personal property is not taxable with the exception of certain
computer software pursuant to CGS §12-71(d)}{1). Various sections of the Connecticut General
Statutes address the assessment and taxation of tangible personal property. CGS §12-71
concerns the taxable status of personal property, its situs and method of assessment. Under
the provisions of CGS §12-41 and CGS §12-42, all property owned, used or leased by anyone
engaged in a business enterprise in the State of Connecticut, unless specifically exempt, must
be declared and assessed by the assessor.

Even persons not engaged in a business enterprise may own personal property subject
to taxation, such as unregistered motor vehicles and vehicles garaged in Connecticut but
registered in another state.

All owners of taxable personal property are required to file declarations of such
property with the assessor of the town where the property is iocated on the October 1™
assessment date or with the assessor of the town where the property has established situs in
accordance with the three month rule. This requirement applies to residents CGS §12-41 or
non-residents CGS §12-43 of the municipality where the property is located. The three month
rule establishes situs for property located in any town for three months or more preceding the
assessment date,

Property owners must file a Personal Property Declaration regarding their taxable
property with the assessor on or before November first, in accordance with CGS §12-41. ifa
taxpayer does not file the declaration on or before the first day of November, OR on or before
the extended filing date that the assessor may grant under CGS §12-42, the taxpayer’s
assessment is subject to a 25% penalty.

If a property owner fails to file the declaration, CGS §12-42 requires the assessor to
estimate the value based on the best infarmation they can obtain. The estimated assessment is
subject to the 25% assessment penalty. CGS §12-53(c) states that the board cannot reduce the
assessment until the property owner has provided documentation to substantiate such value.

MOTOR VEHICLES

The motor vehicle grand lists are created new every year with all registered motor
vehicles provided by CT DMV. The regular list is billed in July and the supplemental list is billed
in January. The Connecticut Association of Assessing Officers, in conjunction with the State of
Connecticut, Office of Policy & Management recommends NADA pricing guidelines each year
for the motor vehicle grand list. Many towns also use the VinDecode and Incomplete Trucks
software systems, the internet and other resources to supplement the NADA pricing guides.
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Note: The fair market value of a parcel of real property is established during a year of
revaluation, Fair market values for personal property and motor vehicles are established new
each year.

ASSESSMENT REVIEW IN CONNECTICUT

Assessment review relates to procedures that ensure property valuations are just and
equitable. An extended and involved process, it begins with the Assessor and ends with the
Board of Assessment Appeals. CGS §12-62 and CGS §12-55 provide that the Assessor is
responsible for establishing the Grand List and that during a revaluation, “the Assessor
establishes the fair market value of all real estate in order to equalize the tax burden among
property owners”. Numerous statutes that are discussed in Chapter 7: Revaluation, provide an
oversight of the valuation process and a critical part of that oversight is the Board of
Assessment Appeals. The boards of assessment appeals are provided by statute to act as an
independent body of review for property owners who wish to appeal their assessments after
exhausting more informal channels of appeal such as the Assessor or the revaluation company.
For this reason it is Important for a board member to familiarize themselves with the overall
valuation process in their community. Likewise, it is incumbent upon the Assessor to help
educate the BAA on the valuation process in their respective community and to encourage
them to attend the BAA workshops given annually by the Connecticut Association of Assessing
Officers. It is commonly held that, whether elected or appointed, board members should have
some familiarity with property values in their respective communities.

EFFECTS OF REVALUATION ON THE BOARD

Revaluation generally prompts significant changes in the municipality’s Grand List.
Consequently, the boards’ experience their heaviest workloads following a revaluation in which
the number of appeals it normally hears can increase significantly. CGS §9-199(c) allows a
municipality, by ordinance, to appoint additional members to the BAA for any assessment year,

RIGHT OF APPEAL

The first formal appeal a taxpayer can make is to the Board of Assessment Appeals in the
town or city where the property is located. To accomplish this, taxpayers must take two initial
steps:

1} Make a written application on or before February 20 {March 20 if the Assessor has
received an extension for the filing of the Grand List}

2) At one of the meetings, offer or consent to be sworn in and give facts required by the
BAA, either orally or in writing, or both.
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Taxpayers may choose to be represented by attorneys, and if they are not satisfied with
the BAA's decision they may appeal to the Superior Court of the judicial district of the town or
city in which their property is located. Further information on this process will be discussed in
Chapter 3: Appealing the Board'’s Decision to the Courts.

Board members should only consider appeals of assessments based on the facts
presented that affect value, not when a taxpayer feels that their taxes are too high. Changes in
assessments should be based solely on the facts presented. Occasionally a taxpayer may
appeal to a board’s sympathies and as difficult as it may be to stay the course, the BAA must
understand that reductions in assessment are absorbed by the remaining taxpayers.

Occasionally taxpayers may present appraisals with the appeals as justification for a
change in value; this course of action is most certainly appropriate. The scope of an appraisal
can be for many reasons, such as refinancing a mortgage or settling an estate. Itis possible to
create a retrospective appraisal, and a tax appeal is one example of a time when one would be
warranted. The BAA should be careful to review the appraisal submitted and feel confident
that the scope of the appraisal meets the desired purpose of property establishing value as of
the appropriate revaluation date. Opinions of value such as a Broker Price Opinion (BPO)} or a
realtor's opinion of value can be reviewed but perhaps not given complete weight towards a
valuation appeal. Opinions of value as such are not held to appraisal regulations or reporting
standards. |
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CHAPTER 2: DUTIES AND ACTIVITIES OF THE BOARD

Most of the BAA's work entalls hearing taxpayers’ appeals and acting on their complaints.
The process, which is described under Title 12 in the General Statutes, frees the courts from
handling minor cases while freeing taxpayers from costly and time consuming litigation. In most
instances, the courts will not hear a case unless the taxpayer uses the legal remedy for relief
which boards of assessment appeals provide.

The BAA is said to carry out administrative or ministerial duties when it adds omitted
property to the assessment rolls, sends out notices of any changes in taxpayer’s assessments or
makes supplemental lists, These functions are specified in the statutes and must be performed
fv s dlnn TIA A Afnbe ol al e cdm b b Lomais s mdeliy smm b sasue A Hnina o $lon mms ek il mFbam o~ sl A
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the term equivalent to “shall” or “must.”

POWERS OF THE BOARD

Before hearing an appeal, the BAA shall administer oaths in cases coming before them
(CGS §1-24 and CGS §1-25).

After hearing an appeal, the Board may take any of the following actions:

1. Correct issues or mistakes in assessment of property (CGS §12-60). The court is quick to
point out this power does not authorize assessors or the BAA to review assessments
which were previously appealed and revised by the Board unless there was a change in
their property. (CGS §12-111)

2. Add to the Grand List the name of any person omitted by the Assessor and owning
taxable property in town. (CGS §12-111)

3. Increase or decrease the assessment of any taxable property. (CGS §12-111)

4. Within 3 months from the completion of their regular duties, the BAA may make
supplemental lists for additions to the Grand List of any taxable property omitted in
error. (CGS §12-115)

5. Elect not to conduct an appeal hearing for any commercial, industrial, utility or
apartment properties with an assessment greater than $1,000,000 (CGS §12-111}. Note:
if the BAA declines to hear such an appeal it must send written notification of its decision
by March 1% to the person having requested the hearing.

6. Waive the Income and Expense penalty if a town’s legislative body adopts an ordinance
allowing the waiver, (CGS §12-63¢(d)}
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STATUTORY DUTIES

The following statutory duties are mandated by law after BAA members are sworn in.

1. Notice of all regular public meetings to be held by a town’s public agency, as defined
in CGS §1-200, must be filed with the Town Clerk. The Board of Assessment Appeals
must file notice of its meetings for the ensuing year by January 31st with the Town
Clerk. This notice requirement also encompasses any other regularly scheduled
meetings {such as an organizational meeting) that the Board may schedule. With
respect to meetings to be held in either March or April, the notice as filed should
indicate that the Board wilt schedule hearings for assessment appeals received on or
before the applicable grievance date. {CGS §1-225)

2. The agenda of regular meetings shall be available to the public and shall be filed not
less than 24 hours before the meetings in the agency’s office or place of business,
(CGS §1-225)

3. Must meet in March to hear appeals or April if the Assessor was granted an extension
for filing the Grand List. These meetings must be held on business days, which may
include Saturdays; the fast meeting must be no later than the last business day in
March or April. {CGS §12-110)

4, Must convene at least once in September solely for motor vehicle appeals. Notice of
the September meeting(s) must be published in a local newspaper at least ten days
before the first meeting. These meetings must be held on business days, which may
include Saturdays. (CGS §12-110}

5. Must send written notice of the date, time and place of an appeal hearing to each
taxpayer who files a hearing request in the required form. Said notice must be sent
not later than March 1" and at least seven calendar days before the date of the
hearing. If the town’s assessor receives an extension to complete the Grand List the
written notice must be sent not later than April 1 and at least seven calendar days
before the date of the hearing. (CGS §12-111)

6. Must hear appeals of persons claiming to be aggrieved by the actions of the Assessor
{CGS §12-111 and CGS §12-504d) including any lessee of real estate property whose
lease has been recorded and who is bound under the terms of a lease to pay the real
property taxes and any person whom title to such property has transferred since the
assessment date.
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7. Must send written notification of the final determination of such appeals to each such
person within one week after such determination has been made. Such written
notification shall include information describing the property owner's right to appeal
the determination of the BAA. {CGS §12-111}

8. When the BAA determines to increase an assessment for which the owner failed to file
the Personal Property Declaration or has omitted assets, the BAA shall add 25% of
such assessment, as described in CGS §12-41. {CGS §12-115)

9. Must grant exemptions to disabled veterans whose proof of disabllity was not filed by
the October 1% deadline; this extends the deadline to the date that the Board
completes its duties. (CGS §12-95)

10. Meetings of all public agencies, except executive sessions, shall be open to the public.
All actions of the BAA must be recorded in the meeting minutes. {CGS §12-113)
Agency minutes and record of votes must be available to the public.

11. Minutes must be available to the public within 7 days of each meeting, either in the
agency’s office, website or the office of the Secretary of the State. They must contain
the record of each member’s vote. Additionally, the votes must be put in writing, and
made available to the public within 48 hours of the meetings (excluding weekends and
holidays). (CGS §1-225)

WHO MAY APPEAL?

Individuals or organizations claiming to be aggrieved by the actions of the town or city
assessors may appeal to the BAA. Only the BAA has the power to take appeals from taxpayers
and review and correct the work of assessors.

This is authorized under CGS §12-111 and CGS §12-113. Under CGS §12-119, appeals may
be taken directly to the Superior Court without first applying to the Board and is discussed
further in Chapter 3: Appealing the Board’s Decision to the Courts.

The following individuals or organizations may appeal to the BAA if they feel they are
aggrieved by the actions of the Assessor:

1. Taxpayers owning property in the town or city, including any lessee of real property
whose lease has been recorded as provided in CGS §47-19, and who Is bound under the
terms of the lease to pay real property taxes. This includes anyone to whom the title to
such property has been transferred since the assessment day.

2. Any scientific, educational, literary, historical, charitable, agricultural, or cemetery
organization that claims property tax exemption under provisions of CGS §12-81 and
files a tax exempt statement with the Assessor or Board of Assessors {CGS §12-89).
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3. Any farmer or group of farmers applying for tax exemptions of farm machinery, horses
or ponies owned in the state. (CGS §12-91)

4. Any property owner claiming property tax exemptions.

5. Any association of unit owners charged with the administration of property under the
Condominium Act, appealing on behalf of property owners. (CGS §47-80(a}}

6. Any owner of farm land {CGS §12-107)(c)), forest fand (CGS §12-107(d)), open space
(CGS §12-107(e)) and CGS §12-107(f)} and maritime heritage (CGS §12-107(g)) and
others qualifying under CGS §12-96 to CGS §12-100, who were denied special
classification for taxation purposes (CGS §12-103) and any person who disagrees with
the additional conveyance Lax determined under £G5 §12-5401a) to G5 §12-504{1).

7. Anyindividual or organization aggrieved by the Assessor’s imposition of an additional
conveyance tax under CGS §12-504 a through f.

8. The BAA also has the right to not conduct a hearing on commercial, industrial, utility, or
apartment property (CGS §12-111} with an assessed value greater than $1,000,000,
however it may be beneficial to consuit with the Assessor prior.

Any person receiving an increase in assessment as a result of a certificate of correction for
a clerical error (CGS §12-60) or new real estate construction {CGS Sec 12- 53a ) or personal
property audit (CGS §12-53), may appeal to the next succeeding Board of Assessment Appeals if
the meetings of the BAA for the current Grand List have passed.

What constitutes an aggrieved taxpayer has been considered by the court in several cases,
For example, a person who believes their property had an excessive valuation which the BAA
refused to reduce is aggrieved in the eyes of the court. However, a taxpayer is not aggrieved
unless the alleged assessment increases his or her tax. Moreover, the court has affirmed a
taxpayer is not aggrieved where his property was assessed at its true and full value, despite an
error in the method of valuation.

CAAQ Board of Assessment Appeals Handbook




APPEALS PROCEDURE

Appeals must be presented to the BAA at either its March or September meetings {CGS
§12-111). The September sessions of the BAA are reserved for the purpose of motor vehicle
assessment appeals only.

The taxpayer must:

1. -Submit-a.written apphcatlon for appeal to.the.Board-of Assessment Appeals, on or
before February 20™ , or March 20th if the Assessor was granted an extension for filing
of the Grand List. (CGS §12-111) Note: written applications are not required by law for
September meetings but some boards request one.

2. Appear hefore the BAA or have his or her attorney or duly authorized agent appear in
person at one of its meetings. (CGS §12-113)

3. Besworn, or have his or her duly authorized agent sworn, before the BAA, and answer
all questions concerning his or her taxable property in town. (CGS §12-113)

4. Attorneys do not need to be sworn in by the BAA as they are already considered
commissioners of the court. (CES §12-113)
o J;"i!,":y_?,_ B

The written appeal shall include the property owner’s name, name and position of the
signer, description of the property which is the subject of the appeal, name and mailing address
of the party to be sent all correspondence by the BAA, reason for the appeal, appellant’s
estimate of value, signature of the property owner ot duly authorized agent of the property
owner, and the date of the signature. (CGS §12-111) “if any ‘of the'above'items aré missing; orif -
tis rece er the'Eebriiary 20 deadline; the appeal may jected.

Should all BAA members be present when an appeal is heard? The statutes are silent on
this question. They also do not shed much light on how many members must be in attendance
when action is taken on the appeal. Statutes are quite clear, however, in stating that all
meetings, including deliberations, must be noticed and open to the public. (CGS §12-110; CGS
§1-225).

The workload tends to vary with the population but also appears to be greatest in periods
following a revaluation. The result of heavy loads is that BAA members may not have the time
to inspect all pieces of property, or to assemble to hear every appeal. Time may be saved if
only one member hears an appeal, enabling other members to take other cases. If the BAA
elects to hear appeals by one member, it must still make its decision as a board. A municipality
may, by ordinance, authorize its legislative body to appoint additional members to the BAA for
any assessment year. (CGS §9-199(c))
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ADDITIONS TO THE GRAND LISTS BY THE BOARD

The BAA may, within 3 months from the date prescribed by law for the completion of
their regular duties, add to the Grand List of a town any taxabie property which was omitted in
error by the Assessor, Board of Assessors or the BAA. The omitted assessment shall reflect for
each owner, an assessment at 70% of the present true and actual value of such owner’s taxable
property. Note: If the owner failed to file a Declaration of Personal Property as prescribed by
law, 25% shall be added to such assessment.

The BAA shall send a notice to such property owner within one week after the completion
of such supplemental additions to the Grand List, stating the increased assessment and giving a
time and place for a hearing regarding such increase. Any person aggrieved by the action of the
BAA may, within 2 months from the time of such action, have the same right to appeal to the

Superior Court as provided by CGS §12-117a.

COMPLETION OF BOARD'S WORK

The BAA must finish its duties by the last business day in March. (CGS §12-110(b)) The
BAA may, for due cause shown, request an extension of the Chief Executive Officer for one
month for the completion of its duties. If the extension is requested for the assessment year in
which a revaluation takes place, the period can be extended for two months. The Chief
Executive Officer of the town must send written notice of the extension to the Secretary of the
Office of Policy and Management {OPM) within two weeks of approving the extension. (CGS
§12-117)

if during a revaluation year, the BAA has more appeals than it can handle in its allotted
time frame, the following procedure applies. The Secretary of the Office of Policy and
Management may authorize assessors to use the last prior assessment list, subject to transfers
of ownership, additions of new construction, reduction for demolitions and any adjustments
the BAA authorized under CGS §12-115. A town’s BAA and its Chief Executive Officer must
provide information to OPM, in writing, concerning the number of pending appeals. Subject to
those additions for hew construction, reductions for demolitions and such adjustments as are
authorized by the BAA, the list from which the appeals were taken then becomes the list for the
next assessment year.

After the Grand List has been examined and corrected by the BAA, the Assessor sends an
abstract of the list to the Secretary of OPM before the first day of May. The Secretary furnishes
a form for this purpose annually at least 30 days before the date on which it is to be filed. The
Assessor or Board of Assessors should correct any clerical errors that appear on the corrected
Grand List, {CGS §12-120)
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ACCOUNTABILITY

Because of the vital role the BAA plays in assessment administration, the General
Assembly has put procedures in place to hold the BAA accountable for their actions. The
Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management, as well as the state’s attorney may examine
the BAA’s operations and records. As a further check, their decisions are subject to judicial
review by state and federal courts. Some actions are, by law, expressly forbidden to the BAA:

1. They shall not adjust the assessment of personal property belonging to any person, or
the vatuation, number, quantity, or amount of any item of property reflected therein
until the BAA receives information necessary to substantiate such an adjustment in
accordance with subsection (c) of CGS §12-53. Even if such person has refused or
unnecessarily neglected to give such Personal Property Declaration to the Assessor as
prescribed by law. (CGS §12-114)

2. They may not remove a penalty imposed under CGS §12-41{d) for individuals who fail to
file a Personal Property Declaration or a penalty that is imposed for omitted property.
However, penalties may be adjusted to reflect an increase or decrease to the
assessment that is changed by the BAA, (CGS §12-114)

3. They shall not reduce the valuation or assessment of property on the Grand List
belonging to any person who does not appear at a hearing before the BAA, or have their
attorney or agent appear before the BAA and offer or consent to be sworn before it and
to answer questions concerning their taxable property within the town, (CGS §12-113)

4. The BAA may not remove the 10% assessment penalty for late or non-filing of the
Income & Expense Form as required by CGS §12-63c unless the municipality adopts the
ordinance outlined in CGS §12-63c(d).

5. When the BAA increases or decreases the gross assessment of any taxable real estate or
interest therein, the amount of the gross assessment shall be fixed until the next
revaluation unless the Assessor increases or decreases the gross assessment to (1)
comply with a court order, {2) reflect an addition for new construction, (3) reflect a
reduction for damage or demolition, or {4} correct a factual error by issuance of a
certificate of correction. (CGS §12-111)

6. They may not hear appeals which have not been made at the proper time; that is for the

current Grand List year by February (or March) 20th or during September, which are
reserved for appeals related to motor vehicle assessments only. (CGS §12-112)

7. They may not perform unlawfully, or omit any necessary action connected with the
assessment process. {CGS §12-170)
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8. They may not charge or receive illegal fees. (CGS §12-170)

In addition, the General Statutes contain the following provisions that hold boards of
assessment appeals, along with other municipal officers, accountable to state authority:

If the Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management decides that a BAA has failed in
its administrative duty, by law, he or she may bring this in writing to the attention of the BAA.
Should the BAA not comply, the Secretary of OPM may apply to the Superior Court in the
judicial district where the BAA is located; if the court finds the facts stated in the application to
be true, it issues an order requiring compliance. (CGS §12-4)

If the state’s attorney believes that a BAA has falsified records, or has appropriated
money for its own use or the use of others not entitled to it, he or she may apply to the
Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management. The Secretary may order an audit of the
BAA’s record and transmit a certified copy of his or her report to the State’s Attorney. Any
audit costs are borne equally by the municipality and the state.

An official of a municipality who has falsified any books, accounts or records or has
appropriated any monies inappropriately, or who refuses to deliver them to the Secretary of
OPM or his or her agent, shall be charged with a Class D misdemeanor(CGS §12-6}.

The Secretary of OPM has considerable power over property tax administration. in
practice, he or she generally goes along with the majority vote of the BAA. However, on
questions concerning the proper execution of law, CGS §12-4 permits the Secretary of OPM to
investigate irregularities.

Besides appealing to the Secretary of OPM, a board member with a complaint against
other board members may also appeal to the Chief Administrative Officer and the town
counsel.

The Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management may hold meetings, conferences
and schools for assessors, boards of assessment appeals, tax collectors and/or municipal
finance officers. (CGS §12-2b)

Records must be kept in accordance with the Connecticut State Library as set forth by
the following retention schedule:

M4-010. Appeals, including appraisals and any related notifications (CGS §12-111, CGS
§12-113).

1. Minimum retention is one year if no court appeal taken.

2. May be destroyed after receipt of signed form RC-075.
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST

- BAA members should avoid the appearance of conflict of interest. A conflict of interest
exists when one is acting in their official capacity and has a personal interest such as a close
relative or business associate or a financial interest in the matter being considered.

At times there may be a perceived conflict of interest, The “appearance of impropriety” is
a phrase referring to a situation where a lay person, without knowledge of the specific
circumstances, might raise ethics questions. Although there is no specific rule, BAA members
should consider what a reasonable member of the general public would think and recuse
themselves from any discussion or decision where a perceived conflict exists.
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CHAPTER 3:
APPEALING THE BOARD'S DECISION TO THE COURTS

APPEALS TO THE COURTS

Decisions rendered by the Board of Assessment Appeals are binding unless altered by the
Assessor as described in CGS §12-111 or are appealed to the Superior Court as described in CGS
§12-117a or CGS §12-119,

Following a decision by the BAA, assessors may only increase or decrease assessments of
any taxable real property for new construction, demolition or to correct a factuat error. If the
assessment is changed prior to the next revaluation for these reasons, the Assessor must
submit a written explanation to the BAA setting forth the reason and append a written
explanation to the property record card. (CGS §12-111) In general, the BAA’s work is ended
once a case goes to court. it should be noted that the meeting minutes and board members’
notes are subject to the discovery process with the appeal. This means that the meeting
minutes and notes may be requested by the attorneys representing both the plaintiff and
defendant. Additionally, the BAA may also be asked to testify.

During the court appeal period, the BAA cannot review the case again just as the Assessor
or town counsel cannot reduce an assessment after a case is brought to court.

WHO MAY APPEAL THE BOARD'S DECISION

Following an appeal to the BAA, the individuals or organizations listed below may appeal
the decision to Superior Coutt.

1. Any person claiming to be aggrieved by an action of the BAA. This includes any
lessee of real property whose lease has been recorded, as provided in CGS §47-19
and who is bound under the terms of the lease to pay real property taxes. {CGS
§12-117a)

2. Any person aggrieved by an action of the BAA in compiling a supplemental list. {CGS
§12-115)

3. Any scientific, educational, literary, historical, charitable, agricultural, or cemetery
organization denied tax exempt status. (CGS §12-89)

4. Any farmer or group of farmers denied tax exemptions of farm machinery, horses
or ponies owned in the state. {CGS §12-91)
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5. Any owner of farm land (CGS §12-107¢), forest land (CGS §12-107(d)), open space
(CGS §12-107(e)) and CGS §12-107(f})) and maritime heritage (CGS §12-107{(g}) and
others qualifying under CGS §12-96 to CGS §12-100, who were denied special
classification for taxation purposes (CGS §12-103) and any person who disagrees
with the additional conveyance tax determined under CGS §12-540(a) to CGS §12-
504{f).

6. Anyone (ie: veteran, spouse of a veteran or blind person or spouse) that was denied
a property tax exemption. (CGS §12-81)

7. Any other individual or business denied exemption under the various exemption
laws of the state,

8. Any person receiving an increase as a result of a certificate of correction for a
clerical error {CGS §12-60) or new real estate construction. (CGS §12-53a)

9. Any owner of commercial, industrial, utility or apartment property with an assessed
value of $1,000,000 or more whose appeal the BAA has chosen not to hear. {CGS
§12-111)

COURT PROCEDURES

Under CGS §12-117a, the following procedures must be followed for appealing BAA
decisions to the Superior Court for the judicial district in which the town is located:

1. The appeal must be in the form of an application and accompanied by a citation to the
taxpayer’s town or city to appear before the court.

2. The citation must be signed by the same authority and the appeal served and returned
in the same manner as a summons in a civil action.

3. The authority issuing the citation must take from the applicant, a bond or recognizance
to the town or city, with surety to prosecute the application and to comply with all court
orders and decrees.

4. If a new assessment year begins during a pending appeal to the court, the applicant may
amend his or her application. The applicant does not have to appear before the BAA
again to make the amendment effective,

5. Anappeal from a BAA decision is considered a preferred case, It will be heard by the
Superior Court at its first session — unless good cause appears to the contrary ~ or the
court will appoint a committee to hear the case. Board members are typically not
called upon to participate in the appeals before the court; the Assessor and town
attorney will be called on to present the town’s position.

6. Pending the appeal, the town or city cannot collect more than 75% of the tax assessed
or 90% if the assessment is $500,000 or more. Still, while the right to enforce payment
is suspended by the appeal, the accrual of interest is not.
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7. 1f the court reduces the assessment, the municipality must reimburse the applicant for
any overpayment of taxes. Costs and interest may be awarded at the discretion of the
court.

8. The Superior Court has the power to grant relief in equitable ways. For example, the
court may add property to the Grand List. It may impose double or triple costs, if the
application appears to have heen made without probable cause, and it may charge court
costs at its discretion. However, the court will not generally reduce the valuation below
that given by the owner nor will it place the valuation higher than that of the Board of
Assessment Appeals.

The town counsel and taxpayer’s attorney may reach agreement in a disputed assessment -
case. Even so, they must bring the case to the Superior Court for the judicial district in which
the taxpaver's property is located and obtain approval of the court, The court may or may not
follow their advice, but a court case cannot be avoided by seeking an agreement out of court.

COURT APPEALS
CGS §12-117a;

It is basic to a CGS §12-117a tax appeal that “the taxpayer bears the burden of
establishing that the Assessor has over-assessed its property.”

Without a significant foundation for an appraiser’s opinion of value, the court should give
deference to valuation arrived at by the BAA or the Assessor. The town, in support of its
valuation does not need to provide an appraisal and is not required to do so.

if the plaintiff's appraiser provided an incomplete appraisal, failed to use actual income
and expense figures or failed to use credible comparable properties to arrive at the value of the
subject property, the court should not credit that testimony.

When an appraiser uses the fncome Approach as a method of determining the value of
income producing property, the appraiser must be aware of CGS §12-63b{b) that requires the
Assessor and therefore the appraiser to consider the contract rent of the subject property
when determining market rent.

The ultimate question in a CGS §12-117a appeal is not the value of separate segments of
the taxpayer’'s property, but rather the ascertainment of the true and actual value of the
taxpayer's property. The court has rejected a plaintiff’s claim that the court is limited to
considering only valuation of a portion of the property when that is all that the plaintiff led in
its complaint. The Supreme Court in Konover v, Town of West Hartford concluded that the trial
court could not exclude part of the taxpayer's property from consideration and therefore must
consider all of the property as a whole.
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CGS §12-119:

This section differs from CGS §12-117a in that the taxpayer files suit directly with Superior
Court within one year of the October 1% assessment date and not with the BAA. The burden of
proof is on the taxpayer to prove malfeasance on the part of the Assessor. This process is
designed to request relief against an illegal tax and the procedure differs from an appeal to the
BAA which is designed to act directly on valuations on the Grand List. The mere fact that a
property has been overvalued is not grounds for relief under this section; the taxpayer must
prove that the Assessor disregarded fair market value statutes and established an assessment
that was manifestly excessive.

ACTION BY THE MUNICIPALITY

Once the value is determined by the court, the Assessor must maintain that value for
succeeding years untit he or she finds that the value of the property has increased or
decreased. {CGS §12-117a) The final court stipulation for judgment typically contains language
that allows adjustments in property valuation for improvements or deletions made to the
subject property.
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Chapter 4:
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

AGENDAS, MINUTES, RECORDS & NOTICES ETC.

The BAA is considered a public agency and falls under the auspices of the Freedom of
Information Act. Their duties must conform to the requirements of the act as promulgated
under the Freedom of Information Commission {FOIC),

The FOIC was created in 1975 with the General Assembly’s passage of the Freedom of
Iinformation Act. The act provides the public with rights to access records and meetings of
public agencies. If people feel that they have been denied their rights, they may file appeals
with the FOIC (CGS §1-206}. With this in mind, it is crucial to maintain detailed notes/minutes.
Appellant’s name, property location, unique identifier such as map and lot number, mailing
address, BAA members’ names who heard the appeal, the names and decision of how each
member voted and in-depth notes regarding the appeal are key elements for the minutes.

PUBLIC AGENCIES

A person has the right to obtain records and attend meetings of all public agencies.

PUBLIC MEETINGS

1. Meetings, such as hearings and other proceedings, must be open to the public -
except in limited situations. (CGS §1-225(a))

2. A public meeting is any hearing or other proceeding where a public agency discusses or
acts on a matter over which it has authoarity. It may also include a gathering of, or
communication by or to, a quorum of a muiti-member agency (CGS §1-200{2)). Any
conversations or communications by email or between BAA members regarding appeals
should be avoided as they may be considered public meetings.

3. No registration or other requirements may be imposed on those wishing to attend
public meetings. (CGS §1-225(e}}

4. The following are not public meetings: meetings of certain personnel search
committees, collective bargaining strategy and negotiating sessions, and caucuses. (CGS
§1-200(2))
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10.

11,

The public, as well as the news media, may photograph, record or broadcast meetings.
This is subject to reasonable rules regarding non-interference with the conduct of the
meeting. (CGS §1-226)

Each year, agencies must file schedules of thelr regular meetings by January 31% with
their own Town Clerk or City Clerk; or for multi-town districts and agencies file with each
municipal member of the district or agency. {CGS §1-225(b))

Only three kinds of meetings are recognized under the Freedom of Information Act:
regular, special and emergency. An emergency meeting is called when unexpected and
immediate action is needed but is normally not within the realm of the BAA.

Special meetings may be called up to 24 hours before regularly scheduled meetings
(weekends, holidays, and days when the Secretary of the State’s or municipal clerks’
offices are closed are excluded}. A notice must be prepared stating the time, place and
business to be transacted and is filed with the municipal clerk; or for multi-town districts
and agencies, with the clerk of each municipal member of the district or agency. (CGS
§1-225(d))

Agencies must notify people of their meetings if they request it in writing. Notices shall
go out a week prior to the meeting. Agencies may also charge a reasonable fee for this
service. (CGS §1-227)

Agendas must also be available at least 24 hours before the meeting. New business-
that is business not on the agenda- may be considered and acted on only on a 2/3 vote
by agency members. Note: the pubilic is entitled to copies of the notices, as well as
meeting agendas. {CGS §1-225(c))

The public agency may adjourn any regular or special meeting to a time and place
specified in the order of adjournment. Less than a quorum may so adjourn from time to
time. If all members are absent from any regular meeting, the clerk or the secretary of
such body may declare the meeting adjourned to a stated time and place, and shall
cause a written notice of the adjournment to be given in the same manner as provided
in CGS §1-225 for special meetings, unless such notice is waived as provided for special
meetings. A copy of the order or notice of adjournment shall be conspicuously posted
on or near the door of the place where the regular or special meeting was held, within
24 hours after the time of the adjournment. When an order of adjournment of any
meeting fails to state the hour at which the adjourned meeting is to be held, it shall be
held at the hour specified for regular meetings, by ordinance, resolution, by faw or other
rute. (CGS §1-228)
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MEETING MINUTES

The BAA shall make, keep and maintain a record of the proceedings of its meetings.

Agency minutes and record of votes must be available to the public. The votes must be
put in writing, and made avaifable to the public within 48 hours of the meetings (excluding
weekends and holidays). Minutes must be available to the public within seven days of each
meeting, either in the agency’s office or the office of the Secretary of the State. They must
contain the record of each member’s vote. (CGS §1-225(a)}

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS

Agencies may close portions of their meetings, with a vote by 2/3 of the members present.
This vote must be taken at a public session. (CGS §1-225(f)}

Meetings to discuss the following matters may be closed: records, tax returns, reports
and statements exempted by general statutes such as Personal Property Declarations {CGS §12-
41(c)} or any matter that would disclose a public record exempted from disclosure
requirements. {CGS §1-200(6})

While agencies may invite people to present testimony or opinion, their attendance must
be limited to the time it takes to deliver their comments. (CGS §1-231)

PUBLIC RECORDS

The public may inspect or copy most records or files of state and local agencies, including
minutes from meetings. This encompasses information or data which is typed, handwritten,
tape recorded, printed, photographed, or computer-stored, along with most interagency and
intra-agency memaoranda or letters. (CGS §1-210)

A person may inspect public records during regular office hours, but copies, printouts or
transcripts should be requested in writing. (CGS §1-210) The fee for coples of public records
shall not exceed 50 cents per page. A fee for computer disk, tape or printout, or for a transcript
or a copy of a transcript, must not exceed the actual cost to the agency involved. (CGS §1-
212(b)) Additional fee for certifying any copy of such records or files, or certifying to any fact
appearing therefrom, shall be $1 for the first page of such certificate, or copy and certificate
and for each additional page, 50 cents. {(CGS §1-212(b)(e})

If the estimated cost is $10.00 or more, agencies must require prepayment of these fees..
No sales tax may be imposed for copies of the public records. {CGS §1-212(b}{c))

The agency is required to waive any fee for copies if the person requesting the copies is
poor and cannot afford it, or if the agency determines that the request benefits the public
welfare. {CGS §1-212(d)) There is an additional charge for a certified copy of a public record. A
person is entitled to prompt access to inspect or copy public records. If an agency fails to
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respond to a request within 4 business days, this can be treated as a denial of the request. (CGS
§1-206(a))

Any individual may copy a public record through the use of a hand-held scanner. A public
agency may establish a fee structure not to exceed twenty dollars for an individual to pay each
time the individual copies records at the agency with a hand-held scanner. As used in this
section, "hand-held scanner" means a battery operated electronic scanning device the use of
which (1) leaves no mark or impression on the public record, and (2) does not unreasonably
interfere with the operation of the public agency. (CGS §1-212(g))

Records specifically exempted from disclosure by federal law or state statute, are NOT
open to the public {Most commonly Income and Expense Statements (CGS §12-63¢(b)),
Personal Property Declarations (CGS §12-41(c)) as well as the residential, work, or school
address of any person in the Address Confidentiality Prograrn {CGS §1-2106(21)). Furthermore,
the following may not be available as well: {1) some preliminary drafts or notes provided that
the public interest in withholding such documents clearly outweighs the public interest in
disclosure, (2} records of standards, procedures, processes, software and codes, not otherwise
available to the public, the disclosure of which would compromise the security and integrity of
an Information Technology system, (3) real estate appraisals and construction contracts {until
all property has been acquired), (4) the personal financial data required by licensing agencies,
(5) tax returns and communications privileged by attorney-client retationships. (CGS §1-210)

PENALTIES

Any person who willfully, knowingly and with intent to do so, destroys, mutilates or
otherwise disposes of any public record without the approval required under section 1-18 or
unless pursuant to chapter 47 or 871, or who alters any public record, shall be guilty of a Class A
misdemeanor and each such occurrence shall constitute a separate offense. (CGS §1-240(a))

Any member of any public agency who fails to comply with an order of the Freedom of
Information Commission shall be guilty of a Class B misdemeanor and each occurrence of
failure to comply with such order shall constitute a separate offense. {CGS §1-240{b})

DENIAL OF ACCESS TO PUBLIC RECORDS OR MEETINGS

Any denial of the right to inspect or copy records provided for under CGS §1-210 shall be
made to the person requesting such right by the public agency official who has custody or
control of the public record, in writing, within four business days of such request. Failure to
comply with a request to so inspect or copy such public record within the applicable number of
business days shall be deemed to be a denial.

Any person denied the right to inspect or copy records under CGS §1-210 or wrongfully
denied the right to attend any meeting of a public agency or denied any other right conferred
by the Freedom of Information Act may appeal therefrom to the Freedom of [nformation
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Commission, by filing a notice of appeal with said commission. A notice of appeal shall be filed
not later than 30 days after such denial, except in the case of an unnoticed or secret meeting, in
which case the appeal shall be filed not later than 30 days after the person filing the appeal
receives notice in fact that such meeting was held. For purposes of this subsection, such notice
of appeal shall be deemed to be filed on the date it is received by said commission or on the
date it is postmarked, if received more than 30 days after the date of the denial from which
such appeal is taken. Upon receipt of such notice, the commission shall serve upon all parties,
by certified or registered mall, a copy of such notice together with any other notice or order of

such commission. {CGS §1-206)

Note: Information on F.0.l. can be found in the Connecticut General Statutes, online at
www.cga.ct.gov/eurrent/pub/chap 014.him
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CHAPTER 5: GENERAL INFORMATION

RELATIONSHIP WITH THE ASSESSOR

The BAA does not function in a governmental vacuum. The BAA interacts with many
municipal officials, and frequently calls on their help or, in turn, offers them assistance. The
Assessor, Town Clerk or City Clerk, Board of Finance, Mayor, managers, and selectmen may
work with the BAA at one time or another.

The official with whom the BAA has the most contact is, of course, the Assessor.
Assessors have a four-fold task. The Assessor makes the preliminary compilation of the Grand
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item of property, and records all property descriptions, exemptions and valuations.

The close operations between the BAA and the Assessor’s office make them partners in
assessment administration, particularly as the two have the common goal of fair and equitable
assessment, The satisfactory achievement of this goal depends, for the most part, upon a
professional working relationship.

There are many ways to facilitate good relations between BAA members and the
Assessor. The BAA meeting with the Assessor prior to hearing the appeals has numerous
advantages. New BAA members can learn from the Assessor, the community’s assessment
practices and the factors used in calculating valuations such as cost schedules, classification
systems, depreciation tables, land value chatts, etc.

In a revaluation year, all BAA members could gain an understanding of the changes
brought by the revaluation by meeting with the Assessor and a member of the revaluation
company. In a non-revaluation year, the BAA may inquire with the Assessor to find out why
certain assessments have changed. Knowing the reason for the changes can put the BAA in a
better position to answer taxpayer’s questions on their assessments and further aid them in
carrying out their duties,

After listening to an appeal but before reaching a decision, the BAA may wish to
consider any additional information that could impact their decision. However, they must keep
in mind that the full BAA cannot meet with the Assessor unless it is a scheduled meeting open
to the public. Individual members may meet with the Assessor outside of the meeting but must
disclose anything that was discussed that may affect the BAA's ultimate decision.
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Should the Assessor be present when the BAA hears appeals? This is frequently asked
by new BAA members. The answer is, there are advantages and disadvantages to this practice.

The advantages are that it gives the Assessor a chance to discuss the case in question
with the taxpayer, and to explain how he or she arrived at the assessment figures. However,
most taxpayers should do this before they appeal their assessment. Moreover, having the
Assessor present during the appeal means that the taxpayer receives immediate answers to
some of their questions rather than having to wait several days while the BAA contacts the
Assessor. However, taxpayers should ask their assessor all questions that they can before they
appeal to the BAA,

The biggest disadvantage of having the Assessor present is that taxpayers may hesitate
to speak openly, especially if they have a contentious relationship with the Assessor. Appeals
should be conducted in a dignified and orderly fashion- the same as a court trial — and if the

Assessor is there, some taxpayers may feel as though they are facing their accusers.

It is an individual preference whether the Assessor should be in attendance. It depends
upon the type of appeal heard, the personality of the Assessor, and the conditions within the
municipality. For the most part, however, assessors and BAA members alike feel that the
Assessor should be available, but not present, unless they are specifically requested to be there
to explain a particular assessment. There would be no point for appeal to the BAA if the
Assessor were to attend every hearing; conversely, it would be difficult for the BAA to function
at all if it did not consult with the Assessor.

After completing its review and correction, the BAA should meet again with the
Assessor to explain the changes made and the reasons for them. This is important as property
cards may need to be updated.

RESPONSIBILITIES TO THE PUBLIC

As an arm of the municipal government, the BAA has important responsibilities to the
public.

Board members generally are long-term residents of their community. That means they
usually have many acquaintances in the area. Maintaining friendships without permitting
friends to seek an advantage is a balancing role that becomes part of the BAA’s total operation,
just as it does for any governmental official.
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Board members may know a great deal about the residents’ personal affairs, such as the
size and worth of their holdings. This is the kind of information few people want revealed to
the public, any more than they wish to have their income publicized. The BAA, therefore, is

obligated to perform its duties with discretion. However, under the state’s

"

right-to-know” law

(CGS §1-210 and CGS §1-225), all BAA records, like other official government records, must be
made public, unfess this would adversely affect the financial interests of the town or city, or the
reputation or character of a taxpayer. The following practices can help BAA members in their
unwritten responsibilities to the public:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Before holding meetings, the BAA should be thoroughly familiar with the assessment
systems in their town or city. This helps them understand and explain the
assessment to the taxpayers. Often times, taxpayers make their complaints known
first to the Assessor; in these cases, the BAA may be able to secure information on
the appeals from the Assessor, together with the Assessor's comments. This allows
BAA members to familiarize themselves, in advance, with some of the questions or
problems that will be raised at the hearing.

All hearings should be conducted in a dignified and judicial manner and BAA
members should assume professional demeanors.

Meetings must conform to the requirements of the Freedom of Information Act.
{See Chapter 4: Freedom of Information).

The BAA has the power to administer oaths (CGS §1-24), and is required to take all
testimony under oath,

When a taxpayer contests an assessment, BAA members should personally inspect
the property under question, if feasible. (Many changes however merely reflect
clerical errors on cards).

Unless the regular process had produced an assessment that is abviously excessive,
the BAA should make changes in keeping with the municipality’s system. This
ensures uniform assessment, and helps to avoid charges of inequities by taxpayers.
The BAA should have a rationale for changes, which is consistent with the
municipality’s assessment system and can be justified within it.
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FINES AND PENALTIES

For any infringements of the laws, BAA members as individuals or a collective body are
subject to the following penalties and fines:

1)

(2%
~r

3)

4}

Individuals who fail to discharge their administrative duties according to law, and
who fail to comply after it has been put in writing by the Secretary of the Office
of Policy and Management will be subject to mandamus by the court requiring
compliance. (CGS §12-4) Additionally, the court shall render judgment against
the BAA with costs. If the BAA does not heed the mandamus, it shall be held in
contempt, and the court may punish the members as in mandamus proceedings.
{CGS §12-4)

Roards who hinder or refuse to deliver records upon demand by the Secretary
of the Office of Policy and Management, or his or her agent shall be guilty of a
Class D misdemeanor. (CGS §12-6)

individuals who commit unlawful acts or omit necessary acts must pay $50 to the
aggrieved person. {CGS §12-170)

Individuals who receive illegal fees must forfeit $50, plus an amount double
that of the illegal fees, to the aggrieved person. (CGS §12-170)
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CHAPTER SiX: REVALUATION OVERVIEW

The term “revaluation” refers to the process of conducting a mass appraisal within a
municipality to equalize the property tax burden. This is done by establishing a current market
value for all properties as of the revaluation date. The State of Connecticut has a long history of
requiring cities and towns to revalue {reappraise) all real estate on a periodic basis. In fact,
nearly all jurisdictions throughout the United States are required to perform periodic
revaluations to ensure the property tax is fair and equitable, so Connecticut is certainly not
unique in this regard.

[ ~el 3 . Lot
Connecticut llluulupaliuca are required o conauct & revaluation at least enec every S

years and most do so by hiring a mass appraisal company. The prudent assessor oversees the
mass appraisal process from beginning to end and works with the staff of the revaluation
company to ensure the most accurate assessments possible. it is advisable that BAA members
attempt to gain an overview of the valuation process after a revaluation has been performed in
their community. This can be done by setting up a meeting or interview with the Assessor,
revaluation company representative or both, to gain insight and background as to the overall
revaluation process and to what specific information might be helpful to the BAA as they carry
out their duties regarding assessment appeals.

Real estate values change over time but not all properties change at the same rate,
Depending primarily on economic conditions and other factors as well, property values will
either appreciate or depreciate between revaluations. The rate of change for property values
will usually vary to some degree or another according to property type. For example, residential
single family homes may be in a flat market in a given geographical area while at the same time,
in that same area high end apartment buildings may be experiencing tremendous growth. As
time goes on, the value of properties within a municipality may also become more disparate
from the value that was established during the previous revaluation. As this happens the tax
burden begins to fall disproportionately on various groups of properties.

Factors such as location, supply and demand, new emerging neighborhoods, and older
aging neighborhoods all contribute to the disparate changes that occur over time, To correct
these conditions and restore fairness to the property tax system, a revaluation must be
conducted to establish uniformity again by bringing all properties to current market value as of
a common date. Once conducted, the new values remain in effect until the next revaluation (5
years} assuming the property is not renovated or physically altered or changed during that
time. Connecticut’s five-year requirement is designed to ensure that a new revaluation
program is conducted before property values become too disparate and disproportionate.
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“To ensure that a revaluation program is conducted properly and the newly established
values are accurate, the Assessor must conduct a series of analyses and statistical tests to
demonstrate that the results fall within acceptable limits. The Assessor must further
demonstrate this by submitting these results to the State Office of Policy and Management
(OPM]) for their approval. In order to prove that a revaluation was conducted properly, a
Certified Assessor together with a Certified Revaluation Supervisor must sign-off to the results,
and submit a “Performance Based Revaluation Standards Certification” to OPM in conformance
with CGS §12-62 and CGS §12-62i-1 to CGS §12-621-8 of the Regulation of Connecticut State
Agencies before the revaluation can be implemented.

it is common practice for the company performing the revaluation, or, if the revaluation
is performed ”ln house” for the Assessor to hold informa[ hearings 1o address property owner

______ PPN IR

owner/taxpaver to meet cE:rectiy wsth the mdl\ndual(s) responsible for the new assessments.

Once the Assessor has certified the Grand List implementing the revaluation, any
disagreement over the value of a property must then go before the local BAA for review and
adjudication. in any year during the 5 year period between revaluations, property owners have
the right to appeal the value established as of the municipality’s revaluation date, as long as the
board has not already made changes to the assessment.

It is important to note that even as values continue to change over the 5 year period of
time, the BAA must always look back to the economic conditions occurring as of the revaluation
date when deciding an appeal. Thisis called a retrospective estimate of value — this represents

a look back in time at historical market data. This can be accomplished by examining sales
transactions and other market conditions in effect during the period of time leading up to the
date of revaluation.

It is also important for the BAA and the Assessor to explain this concept to those
appealing their property value. This means that any appraisal or other evidence submitted for
an appeal should be based on this concept of retrospective value, and should be a look back at
historical data instead of market conditions occurring after the revaluation. In Connecticut a
person must be licensed or certified to perform an appraisal and offer an opinion of value of
real estate. A Broker Price Opinion (BPO) or other similar report, submitted by someone other
than an appraiser, should not be substituted for an appraisal. Although it may contain useful
information, a BPO is created to establish a listing price and may not be applicable in a property
appeal before the BAA.
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An owner may offer an opinion of value for a property without an appraisal. In fact,
owners are required to include a statement of value on the application under oath before the
appeal can be heard by the BAA: see Chapter 2, Duties and Activities of the Board, Appeals
Procedure.

Because a property appeal must be a historical look back at market data, current
appraisals, sales transactions, and economic conditions occurring after the revaluation date
should be given little or no weight in the appeal process. This is especially true for appeals that
occur long after the revaluation date. The BAA should give proper care to ensure that all value
reviews are held to the same standards and criteria established during the revaluation to
maintain the integrity and equity of the tax base - otherwise the tax burden gets shifted to
other property owners unfairly.

The BAA should also be mindful when an appeal is based on a statement that taxes are
too high or where little or no actual evidence is presented. In such cases, care should be taken
to explain that the appeal process is the appellant’s opportunity to present evidence as to the
retrospective market value of the property, and that the BAA’s decision must be based on the
presentation of that evidence. Through the consistent application of these principles and
concepts, each municipality is better able to maintain an acceptable leve! of fairness,
uniformity, and equity until the next scheduted revaluation takes place.

THE VALUATION PROCESS AND APPRAISAL METHODS

The real estate valuation process involves employing generally accepted methods to
establish a value as of a specific date. There are many types of value estimates such as market
value, assessed value, investment value, insurance value, liguidation value, cash value and so
on. In Connecticut, the recognized legal standard of establishing an accurate value for ad
valorem property tax purposes starts with “market vajue” - the assessed value is simply 70
percent of the market value,

The following definition of “market value” comes from the Connecticut Association of
Assessing Officers (CAAO) Handbook for Connecticut Assessors:

“The most probable price in cash that a property would bring in a competitive and open
market, assuming that the buyer and seller are acting prudently and knowledgably, allowing
sufficient time for the sale, and assuming that the transaction is not dffected by undue
pressure”.
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To determine market value, there are primarily three generally accepted methods
employed; the Cost Approach, the Income Capitalization Approach and the Sales Comparison
Approach. It Is not necessary to use all three approaches to value every property. in fact, to
establish an accurate and credible value, the Assessor will choose the most reliable approach to
develop based upon the type of property and the avaitability of sufficient, relevant market data.
Once the chosen approaches are developed, the resulting values can be reconciled into a final
value estimate. The reconciliation process considers the reliability of each approach as it
relates to the property being appraised, and the most reliable approach is given the greatest
weight in establishing the final value,

For example, the most widely used method for valuing most residential real estate is the
Sales Comparison Approach. This is especially true when there are many market sales

reliable. Market sales reflect the value that buyers and sellers establish after having considered
all relevant factors, so it is the competitive and open market that actually establishes value
through this approach. The Assessor determines values based upon their anhalysis of what is
reflected through these market transactions.

In the case of a newly constructed property, many times it is the Cost Approach that
results in the most accurate value. This is especially true for special purpose and unique
properties such as dams, sports stadiums or complexes, museums, 10 name but a few, and
institutional buildings such as schools and churches. A newly constructed property does not
suffer a loss in value from age and declining condition. Where sales of new properties are
available they usually reflect the land value and construction cost plus entrepreneurial profit.
Where sufficient market sales are lacking, the Cost Approach often becomes the most reliable
method. Use of the Cost Approach in these circumstances is supported by the principle of
substitution, which states that a buyer will pay no more for a property than the cost of an
equally desirable {and comparable) alternative property.

The Income Approach to Value is best suited for properties that are bought and sold on
the basis of the rental income they produce. The sales price of income producing properties
may depend on many factors that are less market driven, but are more specific to the buyer or
sefler’s financial expectations than anything else. These market participants focus on the
income and expenses of owning a property over the course of a desired holding period, based
on their economic predictions and expectations over that same holding period. They also
factor in what they believe the property will sell for at the end of the desired holding period.
Retail, warehousing, office, medical office, apartments, flex space and industrial space are all
examples of properties that are well suited to the Income Approach to Value.
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SALES COMPARISON APPROACH

The Sales Comparison Approach is developed by comparing the subject property to
recent sales prices of other similar properties. This approach is used to value improved
properties and is usually the preferred method to value vacant land when sufficient comparable
land sales are available. To develop the Sales Comparison Approach, common units of
comparison are selected and adjustments are applied to the comparable sale properties to
reflect differences in market conditions, location and physical characteristics. For example, if
the subject property is a ranch style home, it should be valued based on the recent sales of
other similar ranch style homes in a similar neighborhood and so on. Depending on the amount
of living area, the number of bedrooms, bathrooms, garage space and other features,
adjustments should be made to the recent sales prices to reflect those differences from the
subject. if a comparable property contains more living area than your subject property, one

W . .
should adjust the price

area. If the comparable property contains less living area, then you should adjust the
comparable sale price upward, and so on. After the comparable sales prices have been
properly adjusted, they will provide a benchmark for the indicated value of other similar unsold
properties,

of the comparable sale downward to account for the difference in living

It should be noted that sales used in a Sales Comparison Approach should be validated,
arm’s length transactions. Sales that should not be considered are sales between family
members, foreclosure deeds, sales following foreclosure, estate sales, sales to or from a
governmental agency and others. In conforming to the definition of market value, BAA
members should be aware of the conditions for each comparable sale.

COST APPROACH

This approach to value is based on the economic principle of “substitution”. Essentially,
the theory is that no one will pay more for a property than it would cost them to acquire a
similar property. This approach is best employed where the improvements are in good
condition and new or relatively new. The difficulty of estimating the proper deduction for
depreciation renders this approach less reliable as property improvements get older and are in
need of repair or updating.

In the Cost Approach, the current cost to construct a reproduction or replacement of the
improvements, including entrepreneurial profit, is developed. The Cost Approach to Value
involves estimating and combining three components:

To arrive at a value in the cost approach, one must do the following:
1. Add replacement or reproduction cost of improvements
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2. Subtract (-} accrued depreciation
3. Add {+) land value.

Replacement cost is what it would cost to replace the existing structures and other
improvements with new construction of equivalent usefulness, but not necessarily the same
design and construction technologies and materials, Reproduction cost is what a replica wouid
cost. Accrued depreciation is the loss in value due to physical deterioration, functional
obsolescence, and economic (external) obsolescence. The land or site value is developed,

usually through the Sales Comparison Approach using sales of vacant land with the same
location, area, shape, and physical characteristics, and alowahle uses.

L LI,

The Cost Approach has its problems, but it enjoys the position of being the default
valuation approach in many assessment jurisdictions because it was the first mass appraisal
approach to be developed and due to the fact that data on replacement costs are inexpensively
available from publishers which also serve the appraisal, insurance and construction industries.

INCOME CAPITALIZATION APPROACH

The Income Capitalization Approach converts future anticipated benefits such as cash
flow (rents, etc.) and resale value into a current value estimate by using an overali rate of
capitalization to capitalize the projected income stream. Generally there are two methods of
applying the Income Capitalization Approach; direct capitalization and yield capitalization
{discounted cash flow analysis). The more commonly used direct capitalization method
establishes a value by taking one year's net income and dividing it by a capitalization rate. The
capitalization rate is chosen based on several economic factors including expected changes in
income and expenses over time. The yield capitalization method uses several years of
projected annual cash flows and expenses for a specified holding period and a resale value at
the end of the holding period. The resulting cash flows are discounted back to a single present
value using a chosen discount rate. Although the Assessor may frequently deal with the yield
capitalization method, it generally may be beyond the scope of a BAA appeal.

It should be noted that the collection of the income & expense data is vital to this
approach to value, The collection and the reporting of the data are required by statute and are
used in the development of the CAMA system modeling. This data is often reflected on the
commercial property record cards.
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MASS APPRAISAL

Mass appraisal is the term used to describe the appraisal method used in developing
value estimates for revaluation. The central idea of mass appraisal is the development of
appraisal models that are applied to groups of properties in a cadastral (map)} database to
produce estimates of value of all properties in the group. In developing a mass appraisal, an
appraiser must be aware of, understand, and correctly employ those recognized methods and
technigques necessary to produce and communicate credible mass appraisals.

A mass appraisal includes: 1) identifying properties to be appraised, 2) defining market
areas of consistent behavior that apply to properties, 3) identifying characteristics (supply and
demand) that affect the creation of value in that market area, 4) developing a model structure
that reflects the relationship among the characteristics affecting value in the market area, 5)
calibrating the model structure to determine the contribution ot the individual characteristics
affecting value, 6) applying the conclusions reflected in the model characteristics of the
properties being appraised, and 7) reviewing the mass appraisal results. (Standard 6, USPAP
2016-2017 Edition, The Appraisal Foundation).

Mass appraisals can be prepared with or without computer assistance and it is worth
noting that mass appraisals for ad valorem tax purposes may be subject to various state, county
and municipal laws. See Connecticut’s Performance-Based Revaluation Testing Standards CGS §
12-62i-1.

To achieve credible results utilizing a calibrated mass appraisal model, an appraiser must
value improved parcels by recognized methods or technigues, Recognized methods include the
cost approach, the sales comparison approach, the income approach or a well-reconciled blend
of any or all of the three methods.

in reconciling a mass appraisal it is implicit that even when properly specified and
calibrated mass appraisal models are used, some individual value conclusions will not meet the
standards of reasonableness, consistency, and accuracy. However, appraisers engaged in mass
appraisal have a professional responsibility to ensure that, on an overall basis, models produce
value conclusions that meet attainable standards of accuracy. This responsibility requires
appraisers to evaluate the performance of models, using techniques that may include but are
not limited to, goodness-of-fit statistics and model performance statistics such as appraisal-to-
sale ratio studies, and analysis of residuals.
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GENERAL

1. Can the Board of Assessment Appeals adjust prior Grand List years?

The BAA usually hears appeals for the current Grand List year only. However, with regard
to adjustments, the following exceptions apply. A taxpayer whose assessment has changed as a
result of: 1} certificate of correction {CGS §12-60), 2} addition of new real estate construction
(CGS §12-53a), or 3} as a result of an audit (CGS §12-53), may appeal to the next succeeding
Board of Assessment Appeals. (Chapter 2 - Accountability).

2. Can someone who is not the appellant of the property disputed appear before the BAA? [f
so, what do they need to provide?

A property owner’s attorney or duly authorized agent may appear in person before the
BAA. They must have the signature of the owner to act as their agent. (Chapter 2 — Appeals
Procedure).

3, Can a current owner, who was not the owner on the 10/1 assessment date, file an appeal
and appear before the BAA?

Anyone to whom the title to such property has been transferred since the assessment day
may appeal to the BAA. (Chapter 2 - Who May Appeal).

4. Can the BAA grant exemptions? Can the BAA do so retro-actively?
Exemptions can only be granted for the current Grand List year.

The BAA may grant exemptions to disabled veterans whose proof of disability was not
filed by the October 1* deadline.

The BAA can also grant exemptions to the following property owners whose application
for exemption the Assessor has denied:

e Any scientific, educational, literary, historical, charitable, agricultural, or cemetery
organization that claims property tax exemption under provisions of CGS §12-81, and
files a tax exempt statement with the Assessor or Board of Assessors (CGS §12-89).
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s Any farmer or group of farmers applying for tax exemptions of farm machinery, horses
or ponies owned in the state. (CGS §12-91) (Chapter 2 — Statutory Duties).

5. What type of property, personal, real, or motor vehicle, can be heord at the BAA
September session? At the March session?

The September session is solely for the purpose of hearing appeals of motor vehicle
assessments, as the July tax bill serves as the assessment notice for regular motor vehicle
accounts.

The appeal of assessments of all property types may be heard at the March session.
Unregistered motor vehicles are declared via the Declaration, and those appeals are heard
during the March sessions. (Chapter 2 — Statutory Duties, and Chapter 2-Appeals Procedure),

6. Can the BAA do phone hearings under extenuating circumstances for those who are sick or
away?

No. Per CGS §12-113, the Board of Assessment Appeals shall not reduce the valuation or
assessment of property on the Grand List belonging to any person who does not appear at a
hearing before the Board of Assessment Appeals, either in person or by such person's attorney
or agent, and offer or consent to be sworn in and answer all questions regarding such person's
taxable property situated in the town. (Chapter 2 — Appeals Procedure).

7. Can hearings be conducted by webcam or Skype?

No. Hearings must be in person. (Chapter 2 — Appeuals Procedure).

8. Can the BAA accept an application emailed or faxed on the 20th of February, or does a
physical copy have to be in the Assessor’s hands by that date?

The BAA can accept an application filed by email or fax on the 20" of February, provided
that it is filed before the close of business as this would constitute the form being “filed in
writing’ by the 20™. If the 20™ is not a business day, the application must be filed by the close
of the preceding business day. (Chapter 2 — Appeals Procedure).

8. Should the BAA accept postmarks dated February 20th as timely?
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No. Applications are considered filed when they reach the Assessor’s office, not when
they are submitted to postal carriers. {Chapter 2 — Appeals Procedure).

10. Can the BAA or the Assessor reschedule meetings for individuals who request a different
time?

Yes, although they are not required to do so. {Chapter 2 Statutory Duties).

11. Can the BAA reschedule to a date not published on their schedule?

The BAA can reschedule at their own convenience on business days and Saturdays during
the month of March, however notice must be made and the special meeting must be added to
the published schedule in accordance with the FOI requirements for public meetings. (Chapter
2 Statutory Duties, and Chapter 4 Freedom of information}.}

12. Can the BAA reschedule into the month of April?

No. Per CGS §12-110, the BAA shall meet in the month of March. However, If an extension
is granted to any assessor or board of assessors by the CEO of the municipality pursuant to CGS
§12-117, the date by which a taxpayer shall be required to submit a written request for appeal
to the Board of Assessment Appeals shall be extended to March 20th and said board shall
conduct hearings regarding such requests during the month of April. (Chapter 2 Statutory
Duties).

13. Does the BAA have to post its minutes and if so, where and when?

Yes. Minutes shall be available for public inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office within
seven days of the session to which they refer. Board member votes must be put in writing, and
made available to the public within 48 hours of the meetings (excluding weekends and
holidays). (Chapter 2 Statutory Duties, and Chapter 4 Freedom of information).

14. What should the posted minutes include (discussion, vote, etc.)?

While the discussion is not required to be listed, the BAA must identify each property and
the corresponding vote of each board member so as to comply with the FOl requirements as a
public meeting. Discussion or notes, including the reason for board member action are often
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helpful to assessors going forward and it is recommended they be included in the BAA file if
possible. (Chapter 2 Statutory Duties, and Chapter 4 Freedom of Information).

15. Should individual board members communicate their opinions on an appeal prior to
deliberations with the BAA as a whole?

Board members should refrain from making any statements which could lead a taxpayer
to believe their appeal may be granted or denied prior to deliberations with the entire BAA.
{Preface - The Board of Assessment Appeals Defined).

16.

warr

Any discussions by the BAA as a whole are required to take place during the BAA's
scheduled meetings pursuant to fOI requirements. Any meeting of all BAA members is
considered a quorum and is a public meeting. (Chapter 4 Freedom of Information).

17. Does the BAA need to administer an oath to aggrieved taxpayer?

The BAA has the power to administer oaths {CGS §1-24), and is required to take all
testimony under oath. Attorneys do not need to be sworn in by the BAA as they are already
considered commissionears of the court. (Chapter 2 Appeals Procedure, and Chapter 2 Powers of
the Board).

18. Can the BAA reduce assessments for hardship?

No. All assessors and boards of assessment appeals are required to value property at its
fair market value. (Chapter 1 Assessment Process).

Real Estate

19. Can the BAA adjust a real estate assessment more than once between Grand Lists that
are within the same revaluation cycle?

After the BAA has increased or decreased an assessment, it shall remain fixed until the
next revaluation. Only the Assessor may subsequently adjust the assessment during the
revaluation cycle: a) to comply with a court order, b} reflect an addition for new constructien, c)
reflect a reduction for damage or demolition, d) correct a factual error by issuance of a
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- certificate of correction or e) reflect a change of use of the property. (CGS §12-111) Should an
adjustment be made by the Assessor, it is only then that a taxpayer may re-apply to the BAA
and the BAA may grant a second reduction during the same revaluation cycle. (Chapter 2
Accountability).

20. Can the BAA reduce a real estate assessment for which an inspection was denied by the
homeowner?

While the Statute does not preclude the BAA from reducing an assessment for which an
inspection has been denied, it is not recommended, in keeping with the goal of uniformly
assessing property. Furthermore, case law has implied that the taxpayer has an obligation to
cooperate with the Assessor regarding intetior inspections.

21, Can the value of real estate be reduced based on a submitted appraisal? Does this take
the place of an actual inspection?

The value of real estate may be reduced based on a submitted appraisal but it does not
take the place of a physical inspection. In addition, appraisals should be reviewed by someone
with expertise in the subject matter who should ensure that the appraisal is credible, as of the
date of the last revaluation, and for the intended tax appeal purpose.

22. Can the BAA remove an Income and Expense Form penalty?

if the owner of the real property required to submit the information is not the owner of
such property on the October 1st assessment date for the Grand List to which such penalty is
added, the BAA may waive an Income and Expense Form penalty. The BAA may only waive
such penalty upon receipt of such information in any town in which the legislative body adopts
an ordinance allowing for such a waiver. Without the ordinance, neither the Assessor or the
BAA may waive the penalty (CGS §12-63¢(d)). (Chapter 2 Powers of the Board and Chapter 2
Accountability page).
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Personal Property

23, Can a personal property assessment be reduced if the owner did not file a Personal
Property Declaration?

The owner must file a Personal Property Declaration with the BAA, even if such person
initially refused or neglected to file a declaration with the Assessor. The BAA may not make an
adjustment until information to substantiate such value has heen provided in accordance with
CGS §12-53(c), such as tax returns, IRS Forms 4562 or Form 179, fixed asset schedule, balance
sheets or asset listings. (Chapter 2 Accountability).

24. Can the BAA remove a 25% penalty on personal property?

The BAA may not remove a penalty imposed under CG5 §12-41(d) for individuals who fail
to timely fite a Personal Property Declaration or a penalty that is im posed for omitted property.
Penalties, however, may be adjusted to reflect an increase or decrease to the assessment that
is changed by the BAA (CGS §12-114). Penalties may be removed if the taxpayer proves that a
declaration was filed in a timely manner. (Chapter 2 Accountability).

Motor Vehicle
25. Is there a statutory deadline for filing an appeal to the September hearings?

There is no deadline to file an appeal to the September hearings, however, the taxpayer
must appear on the prescribed dates. (Chapter 2 Statutory Duties).

26. During Motor vehicle or open sessions, can the BAA leave early if no one shows?

No. The BAA should remain until the end of the scheduled hearing window to allow
taxpayers the chance to arrive and be heard.
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27. Does the value granted at a motor vehicle appeal stand until the owner disposes of the
vehicle?

No. Because motor vehicles are revatued annually, a subsequent application to the BAA
must be made each year that the owner is not in agreement with the calculated value.
{Chapter 1 Assessment Process).

28. Can the BAA hear an assessment appeal in September for a motor vehicle that has been
assessed as personal property?

No. A motor vehicle that has been assessed as personal property can only be appealed as
such during the March session of the BAA., (Chapter 2 Appeals Procedure).
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Lori Longhi 1427 Enfield St Appended to the minutes of the June 20, 2022 Regular Town
Council Minutes at the request of Lori Longhi

It was said at the last meeting .....See something say something!

If you are not familiar with “field cards or assessor cards” this may be a bit
confusing but I will try to explain it as simply as I can.

As a member of the BAA we saw an unusual pattern of things on the back of the
field cards which is why our Report was called the Creation of a “Fountain of
Youth Formula” which was our words because it made properties get younger as
they aged. Concurrently even though no improvements had been made to the real
property we saw that the effective year or condition magically got newer or
younger. These changes artificially increase assessment values.

Simply explained if your effective year was 1980 and we are S years older your
property should net be 5 years newer unless you did improvements, upgrades or
enhancements to the property. We saw this on so many cards we started calling it
the “Fountain of Youth” But this Fountain of Youth does affect your house or
building valuc and what you are paying taxes on.

After all the hearings and votes were taken I went down to get each council
members field cards so I could explain the effective year on your own property
and that is when to my shock -the effective year was deleted on all of your cards.
This bothered me so much I went back to town hall and paid to get more field
cards of properties that came in for appeals and then later that day went and got
even more cards and all of these cards are now missing this critical information.
It seems after the BAA issued our report that discussed the “Fountain of Youth
Formula” this information is now suppressed or hidden from the public. It is my
belief that this can only be done by Vision and/or the assessor. Instead of looking
into the obvious problem of manipulation of the numbers Enfield just removes it
s0 no citizen or business in the town can see it any longer. This alteration of a
public document especially during appeal season should cause grave concern to
every taxpayer in Enfield especially the town council. Let me explain a little
further....anyone can appeal to superior court and anyone can appeal the BAA
decisions for up to two months after we rendered a decision so when or if someone
requests their cards there is now different information found on the 2020 cards.




"CGS Section 12-60 provides a statutory scheme for correction of clerical errors in
assessment. Any clerical omission or mistake in the assessment of taxes may be
corrected according to the fact by the assessor or board of assessment appeals, not
later than three years following the tax due date relative to which such omission or
Mistake occurred. The provisions provided by CGS Section 12-60 to correct
“clerical omission or mistake do not include errors of substance”.

....not only have the 2020 cards been altered by suppressing information and
remember we already have this information and proof of it from the appeals
and magically poof now it’s gone- but under further review in a sampling of cards
that I re-printed on 6/7/22 some that came in for appeals it appears some values
may have changed from the 2020 cards. This was another very troubling
discovery. Remember the BAA is adjusting the year 2021 and NOT the year
2020. So you may ask. Why is this problem? 1f the value is less than the Town
of Enfield charged them for taxes then perhaps the town has to refund the
people/business the tax money back? If the tax payer paid less money in taxes do
they now have to pay more in taxes for their 2020 taxes from two years ago? If
the grand list was changed either way then are grand list numbers that were
certified are they still correct? This certainly raises a question? Is this an
accident or on purpose? Either way this could be a huge problem for the town? 1
don’t have the answers and I don’t know the whys but if you see something you
should say something. And this took me a whole afternoon of my time just to get
all this information, go through all the cards, look it all over just be able to explain
it to you. So I don’t think anyone should make people feel bad for informing
people.

Example: (2 Print dates)

4/8/22 Hearing Card of 2020 RCN $811,525

6/7/22 Field card of 2020 now RCN $855,531

Numbers appear to be manipulated with depreciation and now the effective year is
deleted on the card.

I don’t have enough time or amount of new cards to know how many of the values
were changed.
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Vo whey &
Appended to the minutes of the June 20, 2022 Regular Town (o & ___f.__:j! [ L

i

Council Minutes at the request of Donna Dubanoski A By A

Donna Dubanoski, 23 Betty Rd.

My time is going to start out talking about Freedom of Information Act
As | will state different Connecticut General Statues — the term referred
to as CGS.

- CGS 1-200 (5): Definition of “public records” or files means any
recorded data or information relating to the conduct of the public’s
business prepared, owned, used, received or retained by a public
agency, or to which a public agency is entitled to receive a copy by law
or contract under section 1-218, whether such data or information be
handwritten, typed, tape-recorded, printed, photostated,
photographed or recorded by any other method.

- CGS 1-225 (formerly Sec. 1-21): Posting on-line requirements of
Minutes & Agendas. Meetings of government agencies to be public.
Recording of votes. Schedule of agenda or certain meetings to be filed
and posted on web sites. Notice of special meetings. Executive sessions;
(a) The meetings of all public agencies except executive sessions, as
defined in subdivision (6) of section 1-200 shall be open to the public.

The votes of each member of any such public agency upon any issue
before such public agency shall be reduced in writing and made

available for public inspection within forty-eight hours and shall also be
recorded in the minutes of the session at which taken. Not later than
seven days after the date of the session to which such minutes refer,
such minutes shall be available for public inspection and posted on
such public agency’s internet web site. If available, Except that no
public agency of a political subdivision of the state shall be required to
post such minutes on an internet web site. Each public agency shall
make, keep and maintain a record of the proceedings of its meetings.




- CGS 1-210 (Formerly Sec. 1-19). Access to Public Records. Exempt
records. (a) Except as otherwise provided by any federal law or state
statute, all records maintained or kept on file by any public agency,
whether or not such records are required by any law or by any rule or
regulation, shall be “PUBLIC RECORDS” and every person shall have
the right to (1) Inspect such records promptly during regular office or
business hours, (2) copy of such records in accordance with subsection
(g) of section 1-212, or (3) receive a copy of such records in accordance
with section 1-212. Any agency rule or regulation, or part thereof,
that conflicts with the provisions of this subsection or diminishes or
curtails in any way the rights granted by this subsection shall be void.
Each such agency shall keep and maintain all public records in its
custody at its regular office or place of business in an accessible place
and, if there is no such office or place of business, the public records
pertaining to such agency shall be kept in the office of the clerk of the
political subdivision in which such public agency is located or of the
Secretary of the State, as the case may be. Any certified record
hereunder attested as a true copy by the clerk, chief or deputy of such

agency and by such other person designated or empowered by law to
so act, shall be competent evidence in any court of this state of the

facts contained therein.

- CGS 1-240 (Formerly Sec. 1-21k) (a) Any person willfully, knowingly
and with intent to do so... destroys, mutilates or otherwise disposes of
any public record without the approval required under section 1-18 or
unless pursuant to chapter 47 or 871, OR who alters any public record,
shall be guilty of a class A misdemeanor and each such occurrence
shall constitute a separate offense.




With that - The BAA minutes were submitted on time by our Recording
Secretary, they were not posted by the town until the end of May.
Those minutes after finally being posted extremely late, were then
removed/aitered, mishandled or “respectfully requested they be
amended before adoption” by the town manager. (Exhibit 3). As most
of you are aware The Board of Assessment Appeals minutes of May 28
Exhibits “A & B” were removed - While researching our minutes | found
that under the download tab the drop down menu brings up a-
“Previous Version option”. “Exhibit ¢ 4/4 Minutes and Exhibits “D &
E” shows that the numbers of pages for those minutes were changed
from 14 pages to 12 pages. - Exhibit “F”, shows how on the 3/22/22
minutes, the 3/10/22 minutes were attached. Exhibit “G” shows the
4/11/22 minutes where the 5/11/22 minutes were attached. While
they may be back to original status now on the first page under
minutes, minus of course, the 62 pages of the 5/28 minutes not being
posted - the previous versions show that they were edited, pages |
deleted, minutes attached to the wrong dates. These are all violations
as | read them of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). I respectfully
submit all 8 pages of exhibits. Thank you




Exih1 89 #Z

Tom Tyler

From: Zoppo, Ellen <ezoppo@enfield.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 29, 2022 4:54 PM

To: Tom Tyler

Cc: McCarthy, Debra; ddubanoski@aol.com; Dllonghi; Bielenda, Steven
Subject: RE: BAA Request for Extension per CGS 12-117(a) to Complete lts Duties
Attachments: 03 22 BAA Minutes.pdf :

Good Afternoon Attorney Tyler,
| received your letter and will be placing the request for extension on the April 4" Town Council agenda. { expect that
there will be full support for this based on the number of appeals.

We have worked out the room reservations for next week so the BAA does not have to use the Thompsonville Room
which we all agree is inapproptiate for these type of proceedings.

{ also wanted to let you know that the Corporation Counsel, Attorney Taltberg, will be shortly forwa rding you-an Opinion
about taping the Appeals proceedings.

" Also, 1 have read a copy of the attached minutes and | would like to respectfully request that they be amended before
adoption. The focus on the Assessor’s qualifications seems subjective in nature and does not accurately represent the
meeting or that particular discussion.

Please call me if you have any questions...860-253-6350.
Sincerely,
Ellen Zoppo-Sassu

Town Manager

Cc: Assessment Appeals Board; Assistant Town Manager Steve Bielenda

From: Tom Tyler <tom@tylerandtyler.com>

Sent: Monday, March 28, 2022 11:24 AM

To: Zoppo, Ellen <ezoppo@enfield.org>

Ce: McCarthy, Debra <dmccarthy@enfield.org>; ddubanoski@aol.com; Dllonghi <dllonghi@aol.com>; Rose, Victoria
<yrose@enfield.org>

Subject: BAA Request for Extension per CGS 12-117(a) to Complete lts Duties

Ms. Zoppo-Sussa,

Attached please find a written request from me as Chairman of Enfield’s Board of Assessment
Appeals for an extension of time within which to complete its duties.

A hard copy of this request is also being mailed to you this afternoon.

AP
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Appended to the minutes of the June 20, 2022
Regular Town Council Minutes at the request
of Lori Longhi

Lori Longhi 1427 Enfield Street

The BAA would like to set the record straight as it appears that the Town Manger
was incorrect in her statement during the last Town Council meeting that the BAA
failed to do something which created a fine for the town of Enfield. She wasn’t
specific identifying the fine but OPM does have a sheet listing all the fines.

(CGS 12-115) In appeal years the BAA for cause shown sends in writing to the
chief executive officer which is the Town Manager a request for an extension. The
chairman did this request on March 28, 2022.

(CGS 12-120) After the grand list has been examined and corrected by the BAA,
the ASSESSOR sends an abstract of the list to the Secretary of OPM before the
first day of May. (M-13 & M-13a each of which is $100 fine) The fine I think she
was referring to.

Attached is a copy of the Office of Policy Management schedule of Forms for the
ASSESSOR and there is NOT one form on that list for the BAA to

complete...... And for the OPM site you actually have to have a login, to access
any of these forms. The BAA has no access. It was the assessor that apparently
did not file or complete these required forms which caused the town to get a
$200 fine. 1 would hope that the Town Manger was just miss-informed about
the fines and wasn’t casting aspersions on the BAA.

I am submitting a copy of the OPM form to support my statement. It seems lately
by some of the comments made by the Town Manager that the public, the citizens,
board member and business are regarded less than “others” since she won’t
tolerate anything bad said about her staff. But I ask the council is this the
impression we want to give our community?




State of Connecticut

Office of Policy and Management

CT.govHome (/) Office of Policy and Management (/OPM) Municipal Forms for Assessor and Tax Collector

Municipal Forms for Assessor and Tax Collector

N

(/OPM)

Report an accessibility issue

submission by
municipality

1

Agent with proof of
income and
rent/utilities paid

DUE
FORM FORMAT DATE FILED BY CONTENT USE STATUTE PENALTY WAIVER CONTACT g
5
5
Mill rate(s), Various state grant o
M Tax roperty tax PEOBESITE RCSA =
(https://www.appsves.opm.ct.gov OPM Portal July 1 P y perty Calculation of total CGS512-9 $100
Collector levies and tax 12-9-2
/OPMPortal/PortalHome.aspx) due dites tax levy for State
Property PILOT cap
M-13 Equalized Net
(https://www.appsves.opm.ct.gov Taxable grand Grand List (ENGL})
/OPMPortal list and calculations; RCSA
M, 2-120 100 V]
[PortalHome.aspx? = ORNM postal 2y 1 i property Annual report to o ¥ 12-120-2 gov)
{OPMPortal/Authenticated exemption data the General
Assembly
M-13a
e /OPMPortal = Tax exempt tomualveportto RCSA (mailto:Martin.Heft@ct.gov) (mailto:Martin.Heft@ct.gov)
sernanE OPM poral May1 | Assessor emp the General CGS12120 |  $100 e ar i el caso). s s
/PortalHome.aspx?ReturnUrl= grand list data 12-120-2 {Nikki.Sow@ct.gov)Ni
B Assembly
P ut cate
{Authenticated.aspx)
Municipal Claim
Paper report Grant program;
with electronic P for Annual report to CGS RCSA
M-35B i Iy 1 i Patrick Sullivan (mailto:Patrick.].Sullivan@ct,
file submitted Juy i Reimbuesement the General 12-170aa(g) R 12-170aa-4 { J gov)
Collector - Elderly
to OPM Assembly
Homeowners
Grant program;
Pt February Elderly Statute requires s
M-35H ._u ; 1-May Taxpayer Homeowner submission to none none Patrick Sullivan (mailto:Patrick.].Sullivan@ct.gov)
application . . 12-170aaf)
15 Application Assessor with
proof of income
Reductions to
Elderly
October CGS RCSA
= t
M-35P Paper repor 1 Assessor IoB»oEam-.m Grant purposes 12-170aa(i) $250 12170334
Claim for
Reimbursement
Grant purposes;
Paper Statute requires
application April 1- N submission to
| . Applications for S CGs 2 f Y i :
- th elect Octob T 1 ilto: J. .
M-35R with electronic ctober axpayer Renter's Rebate Assessor/Municipal 12.170¢ none none atrick Sullivan (mailto:Patrick.J.Sullivan@ct.gov)




Municipal Claim

AEeEeERH for Grant purposes;
Reimbursement Annual reportto CGSs RCSA P \
- P I¥ Sullivan
M35 aper report Jan1 wn_”_ﬂ.ﬂw_. - Elderly the General 12-129d 82501 4212002 ick.).Sullivan@ct.gov)
Homeowner Assembly
Freeze Program
M-36P Paper report Qct 1 Assessor mmnMﬂM_mme © Grant purposes e $250 IS atric ivs i rick.).Sulliv: ov)
peiep . il 12-129b(d) 12129b-2
Reimbursement
Application for ffent u:«vommm“ H.
— February Eldert Statute requires cas u
M-36R g 1 - May Taxpayer v submission to none none Patrick Sullivan (mailto:Patrick.,Sullivan@ct.gov) = &
application Homeowner : 12-129¢ [=}
1 Freeze Program Assrssnrwith v}
€ proof of income L
M-37
Eﬂ.am_\\Eéﬁ.mhwucnw.ovﬂ.ﬂwok Report of State e
.WLHLu OPM Portal April 1 Assessor Owned Real Grant purposes CGS 12-19b $250 12-129b-2
{PortalHome.aspx?ReturnUrl= -129b-;
{OPMPortal/Authenticated Property
{Authenticated.aspx)
M-37C&H
(hitps://www.appsves.cpm.ct.gov Report of
[OPMPortal ) Colleges and RCSA
[Poitalblome Jmiotiat 3 OPM Portal April 1 Assessor Hospitals Real Grant purposes CGS 12-20b $250 122062
| Property
Municipal Claim
G | s UHE ent RCSA
M-428B Paper report July 1 and Tax m:.:._. M_mB Grant program CGS 12-94a $250 12.942.2 Patrick Sullivan (mailto:Patrick..Sullivan@ct.gov)
Collector .. otally
Disabled
Program
Tax Exemption CGS 12-81
Paper Application for Exemption (56), (57), Jennifer Gauthier
M-44/M-44a N % A . % iy %
Application oV Topagar Certain Energy Application (62), (63) e None EEFBEEWEE@B@EREE@EE%E
Systems PA 12-180
Prior to
date o Grant purposes;
Paper Wiikh >uu“_nm~_.o: fer: must submit to €GS
D1 I Assessor | Taxpayer | Totally Disabled ) None None
application i : Assessor with 12-81(55)
>Ens St roof of disability
Grand B
List
M-45
(ttps://www.appsves.opm.ct gov Assessor Data Determination of
{OPMPortal and concerning real sales/assessment CGS $1per RCSA . . . " .
P Ito:P J-Sull .
[PortalHome.aspx?ReturnUri= OFM portal Monthly Town property ratios used in 10-261b form 10-261b-2 atrick Sullivan (mailte:Patrick).Su van@ct.gov)
{OPMPortal/Authenticated Clerk transfers ENGL calculation

fAuthenticated.aspx)




Municipal Claim
or Grant program;
i RCS
M-46 Paper report August 1 Assessor mm_a.w LrSement Annual report to CGS 32-9s $250 &
- Distressed 32-9s-2
— General Assembly
Municipality
Program
Distressed
L Grant purposes;
Municipality ;
Statute requires RCSA ;i 3 4 g i
M-46A Paper report August 1 Assessor Program - real submission with CGS 32-9s $250 32-95.2 Patrick Sullivan ilto:Patrick.).Sullivan@ct.gov)
_uBUm_..G. Form M-46
exemptions +.
g
Distressed M
Municipality Grant purposes; m
Program - Statute requires RCSA 2 N . . . %=
M-46B Paper report August 1 | Assessor kol bRl iith CGS 32-9s $250 32963 ( J.Sullivan@ct.gov)
property Form M-46
exemptions
Application - Grant purpaoses;
Paper Distressed Statute requires 12-81(59), i g
M-55 e P o Patrick Suflivan
application w2 Toxpayer Municipality annual submission (60), (70) frE nong He van
Program to Assessor
Municipal Claim
Paper report o
s...;_.w m_mnn_wo e Assessor Reimbursement Grant program; RCSA
M-59 . August 1 and Tax - Additional Annual Report to CGS12-81g $250
file submitted : 12-81g-4
Collector Veterans General Assembly
to OPM f
Exemption
Program
Application for Rk ncﬂ.nommm..
Paper Feb1- Additional Regulations
. ; y gt ¥ ; . - .
M-5%a appllcation S Taxpayer Vetarand require mc_u_._.__u,m_o: CGS 12-81g none none Patrick Sullivan (mailto:Patrick.]. Sullivan@ct.gov)
) to Assessor with
Exemption
proof of income
(jennifer.gauthier@ct.gov) (jennifer.gauthier@ct.gov)fennifer
(httpsi//opmportal.opm.ct.gov/) OPM Portal May 1 fsseesor E ﬁz_%om:m MM%M.M_H ”mwonm._u ._Nm_mm.n.on none none i
paifopm -ORMLCLE REITIE ARy mailto:jennifer.gauthier@ct.gov?subject=jennifer.gauthier%40ct.g¢
authier@ct.govisubject=jennifer. B!
Municipal Tax
Tax Bill Language cGs
Motor Vehicle Tax Bill Guidance N/A < with Local Option none none
Collector . 12-169a
Scholarship
Fund




Appended to the minutes of the June 20,

2022 Regular Town Council Minutes af ‘ ’;é/al. / ﬁ/ F / o

Lty . Department of ‘
the requgsfiliismna Dubanoski partme Assessment and Revenu

Town of Enfield

820 Enfigld Sfreer ~

Enfield, CT 06082

Tel. 860.253.6339 Fax 860.741 4028
www enficld-ct.org

Unique ID: 1 (&g’a/{{_" 7?2) Date:  February 8, 2022

SUIHER
Redbucted Nygme
& A DP7SS

The State Motor Vehicte Department has nofified our office that you have recently registered the below listed vehicle in the Tov
of Enfield. We lack sufficient information to arrive at a fair and equitable assessment for the vehicle. Please complete this for

and return it fo this office within (10} days. |f we do nof receive the form back, then the assessment for this vehicle will t
estimated based upon the information available to us. Please include a copy of the bill of sale with this form.
Veticle ID number: (42 breTEd

Vehicle Class: 4 Venicie Make: CHEVR Vehicle Body: WAGON

Vehicle Year: 1991 Vehicle Model: R1600 §U Lic. plate number:

Vehicle's total purchase price: S . purchasedate: __ [/

Purchase price of vehicle Cab and Chassis: % purchase date; __ [/

Purchase price of apparatus on back of vehicle: § . _ purchase date: ___ 1/

Engine: e Gas or Diesel {please circle one)

Transmissior:.___.... . . _ Manual or automatic  (please circle one)

Brakes: ‘ I Alr or Hydraudic (please circle one)

Rear axles: Single or Tandem (please circle one) or other

Wheel power: 4x2 4x4 6x2 6x4 6x6 (please circle one) or other

Please describe the vehicle type or the type of equipment on back of this vehicle on the fine below.

Signature: .. ... . Date: / / Phone #: - -

Thank you for your cooperation,

Todd Helems
Town of Enfield Department of Assessment
assessor@enfield.org




ey

Lori Longhi 1427 Enfield Street

The assessor had all these sticky notes that were copied onto the appeal sheets that
were given to us at each hearing. The BAA did not ask for these note s! These
were totally unsolicited. I do not have this answer but were they put t here to
influence us? Remember the Full BAA cannot meet with the Assesso r unless it is
a scheduled meeting open to the public. However these notes were an the top
page of each appeal sheet for all of us to read. Even though The Town Manager
said at the last meeting she was not prepared to discuss the assessor is Sues with the
council she just happened to have a spread sheet and these same sticky” notes
messages as her talking points for ten minutes. But after hearing her read a few of
them I knew exactly what they were and who wrote them. Was it proper to have
them on the appeal forms without informing the appellant? I don’t hav e that
answer, yet. Since the BAA conducted hearings and received testimony wouldn’t
it have been helpful to find out what the results of these notes actually were?

As one of the three members that heard from the applicants and saw the assessor’s
sticky notes. Our job is to fact find. This board chose to write the Report on
Decisions of Appeals of Assessments Heard in April 2022 and Decided in May
2022 to inform the public and you. The question the council should be asking is
how does someone who claims to know so much continue to make so many
errors? Coincidental or on purpose?



TOWN OF ENFIELD

Date: July 5, 2022

Subject: Resolution to Amend the WPCA Dispute Process

Highlights:
The Town Council serves as the Water Pollution Control Authority (WPCA). Town Code

§86-204(c) authorizes the WPCA to resolve billing disputes per the dispute resolution
process.

The WPCA’s Sewer Usage Adjustment Policy applies to high bills resulting from leaks,
filling of swimming pools, and unintended inaccuracies or errors. The Town
Council/WPCA minutes from January 6, 2014 indicate that this Policy was adopted as
the dispute resolution process.

Town Code §86-204(c) allows the WPCA to amend the dispute resolution process,
based on the Town Manager's recommendation. As such, it is the recommendation,
after conferring with the Assistant Corporation Counsel, for the Town Council to
consider an amendment to the Sewer Usage Adjustment Policy that will allow an
adjustment based on a change in use, (e.g., fire house to single family residence). If
the amendment is approved, the Town Council or its designee will have the authority to
decide whether to approve Mr. Tallarita's request and others like it in the future.

Recommendation:
Amend the current Sewer Usage Adjustment Policy to allow for change of use.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Enfield Town Council does hereby amend Town Code §86-204
and add a new section “D. Change in Use. If a property is converted from a non-
residential use to a primarily single family residential use, the base quarterly charge
may be adjusted to reflect the residential use.”

Date Prepared: June 30, 2022
Prepared by: Town Manager Ellen Zoppo-Sassu, reviewed by Atty. Mark Cerrato.



Town Manager, Ellen Zoppo-Sassu May 16, 2022

In July 2021 my wife and | purchased the retired Thompsonville Fire House at 11 Pear| Street. Amongst
one of many unusual things we inherited in the purchase was a 2” water service line and a 2”
distribution system throughout the building. This 2” system was adequate for a Fire House, but is
significant overkill for a residence, which is the use at this time.

We received zoning approval to repurpose the building for mixed use...residual/commercial... prior to
purchase and it remains our goal. At this point we are focusing on the residential aspect. Our hope is
opening the commercial aspect in the summer of 2023 at the earliest.

The commercial application is planned to be a beer tap room with some type of food service. It is
believed that at that time more water will be required based on the anticipated use. Being that the
commercial design is not fully developed is a primary reason why | don’t want to undertake costly
renovations to the water supply at this time.

With just two individuals living in the building there is minimal water being used and discharged. My
quarterly bills have been in the low $300 range with most of the cost being the base cost of $312 for a
2” service size. As we are not discharging anywhere close to what a commercial application needing a 2”
service would discharge, we feel a bit over charge for the convince of sewer when compared to our
residential peers.

When we received our first quarterly billing after taking ownership, we questioned the cost. | was told
that this was an issue to be addressed by the Water Pollution Control Authority. | spoke with individuals
on the WPCA and received feedback that my request for a reduction was fair, but there would need to
be a WPCA process change to address a modification. We were repeatedly assured that this process was
going to happen sooner rather than later.

Last month, with the assistance on Councilman Santanella and your Office, | was informed that your
office can address the situation and that a letter be written outlining our circumstances. It is requested
that our base quarterly charge be adjusted to a typical residential rate of $39.00 until such time that the
commercial aspect of the property is applied, and supply changes are made to accommodate the
repurposed needs of the property. If possable, and acceptable, we are also requesting that any
modification be retroactive to July 2021 due to the timing of our initial request.

Your consideration and attention to this matter is appreciated. Thank You

Patrick and Jeanette Tallarita
11 Pearl Street, Enfield

860-559-5222
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TOWN OF ENFIELD
SEWER USAGE ADJUSTMENT POLICY

The purpose of this policy Is to provide a hasis for the Town of Enfield to adjust high bills caused by
unexpected leaks, leaking equipment, vandallsm, mallcious acts or extraordinary conditions on the
users’ property under normal due diligence. The reason for providing a policy for reducing these bills is
to relieve possible financial hardship on residents and businesses. The Intent is to provide some rellef for
catastrophic losses of water but not high uses caused by lack of malntenance or a change in actlvity at
the home or business. Adjustments or modifications to account balances shall be determined based
upon the facts and circumstances provided and will be at the discretion of Town of Enfield management,
The Town will not authorize account adjustments for excesslve water usage unless otherwise called for
within the controlling ordinance,

The customer Is responsible from the discharge slde of the house Including plumbing inslde of the
house,

A. LEAIK ADJUSTMENTS FOR LOSS TO SEWER BILLS
Threshold Conslderations

Leak adjustments for sewer bills will be considered when all of the following threshold conditions have
been met:

v'An excesslve use of water has been detected due to a possible leak at a Resident’s property (greater
than 20% of the proceeding quarter’s bill).

v"Water use volume is over the previous 12 month average or the previous full billing period if no
history exists,

¥'The Town of Enfleld requires the followlng application process in the event excessive usages have
heen identified.

Applicatlon Process

Account holders may apply for a sewer usage adjustment by fully completing a “Town of Enfield” Sewer
Consuimer Adjustment Form” and return to the Director of Finance, Town of Enfield. The Town of Enfield
Director of Finance will revlew the sewer usage form, account, history, and provided documentation.
Approvals/Disapprovals will be determined within 30 days of receipt of completed form and
documentation,

A copy of the approval/denial by the Town of Enfield ‘s Director of Finance will be mailed to the Account
Holder. All adjustments must be approved by the Director of Finance or his/her designee. The Customer
is responsible for payment until adjustment is processed. Late fees and penalties will be applicable until
balance Is pald and will not be credited back when/if approved. The following items listed on the “Town
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of Enfleld Sewer Consumer Adjustment Form” must he completed In their entirety or the Account
Holder request will be denied:

1. Name of customer (and property owner If different)

2, Phone number of customer (and property owner If different)
3. Address of property where adjustment is requested

4, If property Is owner occupled ot rental

5. Date customer became aware of averbilling

6. Explanation of why adjustment is belng requested. If It is because of a water leak assoclated with the
property, explanation should include: copies of repair invoices or recelpts; letter of explanation of how
the leak occurred; sketch of the exact locatlon of the leak; photographs of the leaking pipe (if available).

In order to avoid a late penalty while the water and sewer bill revlew Is pending, the account holder
must pay the bill by the due date unless otherwise directed by the Town of Enfield Director of Finance. If
the Town of Enfield deems a sewer adjustment is appropriate, the Town of Enfleld may then be directed
to make the adjustment during the next bilfing cycle. The account holder must not be delinquent {only
the current month usage is owed). An approved payment plan agreed upon by account holder and the
Town of Enfield does not constitute delinquency. -

High water use resulting from any other Iincident is not ellglble for any sewer adjustment, Examples of
water usage not eliglble for a sewer adjustment due to the Town of Enfield still treating all water usage
at the wastewater treatment plant are as follows:

¢ Leaking toilets and faucets

¢ Leaking water softener

¢ Leaking hot water heater

¢ Faulty humidifier on furnace

¢ Accidental water use

* Any other plumbing Inside or outside the house

The Town of Enfield will not consider lack of proper maintenance or neglléence by Account Holder (or
third party such as renter, contractor, utility company, etc) which culminates in an increased sewer bill
as being appropriate for approving a sewer adjustment in the blll.
Sewer Charges Adjustment Policy

!
If the leak is shown to not have entered the sewer system, the Account Holder has the following option
for sewer adjustments;
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The excesslve sewer usage above the average will be adjusted off after all threshold conslderations have
heen met and approved by the Finance Director or his/her designee. As a result, the account holder will
be billed for the entire usage amount and is respansible for payment until the requested adjustment has
been approved and/or denled by the Town. One adjustment is allowed per year if authorlzed by the
Town of Enfleld Director of Finance. However, under extraordinary conditlons It is at the discretion of
the Director of Finance and/or his/her designee to approve or deny more than one allowable
adjustment per year, if all threshold considerations are met. Property owner slgnature Is required..

B. SEWER ADJUSTMENT ON SWIMMING POOL FILL

Private swimming pools meeting the requirement of at least 24 Inches deep, a surface area of at least
100 square feet, and a permanently equipped re-circulating system shall be eligible for a manual sewer
ad)ustment. One adjustment for one blll per calendar year will be allowed (January 1 — December 31st).
The sewer usage will be adjusted to the beginning and ending meter readings associated with filling the
swimming pool.

C, UTILITY ACCOUNT CREDIT POLICY

The Town of Enfield may be required to adjust customer accounts based on unintended inaccuracies or
errors Incurred during normal business operations. The Director of Finance shal! have the discretion to
credlt customer accounts if an inaccuracy has been determined, At the end of each month, the Utility
Department Supervisor shall generate a computerized listing of all credits to customer accounts for
review and approval by the Director of Finance or his/her desighee.




Eckenroth, Cheryl

From: noreply@civicplus.com

Sent: Wednesday, June 29, 2022 2:37 PM

To: Eckenroth, Cheryl

Subject: Online Form Submittal: Application for Vacancy on Boards, Agencies & Commissions

External Email: Use Caution when opening attachments or clicking links.

Application for Vacancy on Boards, Agencies & Commissions

Date

6/29/2022

First and Last Name

Michael Arnone, Jr

Address 8 Katie Lane

City Enfield

State CT

Zip 06082

Phone Number 8607493426
Second Phone: 8605392126

Email mjad0jr@yahoo.com
Occupation Field not completed.
Occupation Phone Number  Fjeld not completed.
Party Affiliation Unaffiliated
Registered Voter Yes

Name of the Board You
Wish to Apply For:

Senior Tax Relief Committee

Appointment

New Appointment

Please outline your
qualifications and how you
feel you would contribute
to the committee or
commission:

Serve on several town commttees




Have you ever served on a
Board, Commission or
Agency in Enfield or
elsewhere? |

Yes

If so, please state name of
board, commission or
agency and time server:

Commission on Aging; Prison Town Liaison; Friends of the
Senior Center

If this is a reappointment, Field not completed.
please list the number of

meetings attended during

the last 12 months:

If the committee or Field not completed.

commission which you
requested has no more
vacancies, would you
consider appointment to
another committee or
commission?

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.




Eckenroth, Cheryl

From: noreply@civicplus.com

Sent: Wednesday, June 29, 2022 2:37 PM

To: Eckenroth, Cheryl

Subject: Online Form Submittal: Application for Vacancy on Boards, Agencies & Commissions

Application for Vacancy on Boards, Agencies & Commissions

Date

6/29/2022

First and Last Name

Michael Arnone, Jr

Address 8 Katie Lane

City Enfield

State CT

Zip 06082

Phone Number 8607493426
Second Phone: 8605392126

Email mja40jr@yahoo.com
Occupation Field not completed.
Occupation Phone Number  Fjeld not completed.
Party Affiliation Unaffiliated
Registered Voter Yes

Name of the Board You
Wish to Apply For:

Senior Tax Relief Committee

Appointment

New Appointment

Please outline your
qualifications and how you
feel you would contribute
to the committee or
commission:

Serve on several town commttees




Have you ever served on a
Board, Commission or
Agency in Enfield or
elsewhere?

Yes

If so, please state name of
board, commission or
agency and time server:

Commission on Aging; Prison Town Liaison; Friends of the
Senior Center

If this is a reappointment, Field not completed.
please list the number of

meetings attended during

the last 12 months:

If the committee or Field not completed.

commission which you
requested has no more
vacancies, would you
consider appointment to
another committee or
commission?

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.,




Eckenroth, Cheryl

Subject: FW: Online Form Submittal: Application for Vacancy on Boards, Agencies &

Commissions

External Email: Use Caution when opening attachments or clicking links.

Application for Vacancy on Boards, Agencies & Commissions

Date 6/21/2022

First and Last Name DAVID GOYETTE

Address 33 DONNA ST, , false

City ENFIELD

State CT

Zip 06082 .
Phone Number 8607497645

Second Phone: 8609657856

Email davidgoyette82@yahoo.com
Occupation RETIRED

Occupation Phone Number  Fjeld not completed.

Party Affiliation DEMOCRAT

Registered Voter Yes

Name of the Board You
Wish to Apply For:

Senior Tax Relief Committee

Appointment

New Appointment

Please outline your
qualifications and how you
feel you would contribute
to the committee or
commission:

AS EVIDENCED BY MY TENURE ON THE COMMISSION ON
AGING | WANT TO HELP SENIORS WITH THEIR TAX
LIABILITIES AND OPPORTUNITIES.THIS APPLICATION IS
FOR THE TO BE FORMED SENIOR TAX COMMITTEE.

Have you ever served on a
Board, Commission or

Yes




Agency in Enfield or
elsewhere?

If so, please state name of
board, commission or
agency and time server:

ENFIELD COMMISION ON AGING 2012-PRESENT

If this is a reappointment,
please list the number of

meetings attended during
the last 12 months:

Field not completed.

If the committee or
commission which you
requested has no more
vacancies, would you
consider appointment to
another committee or
commission?

No

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.




Eckenroth, Cheryl

Subject:

FW: Online Form Submittal: Application for Vacancy on Boards, Agencies &
Commissions

External Email: Use Caution when opening attachments or clicking links.

Application for Vacancy on Boards, Agencies & Commissions

Date

First and Last Name

Address

6/21/2022

Marlene Hoginski

3 Roland St
ity s
State B Ct | 7
Zip 092 V — R

Phone Number

860-749-2393

Second Phone:

860-874-6281(text only)

Email Mhoginski@aol.com

Occupation Retired | : .
Occupation Phone Number  Fjeld not completed. -

party Affliation R .
Registe:ed Voter 7- Yes .

Name of the Board You
Wish to Apply For:

Senior Tax Relief Committee

Appointment

New Appointment

Please outline your
qualifications and how you
feel you would contribute
to the committee or
commission:

| am a Senior in Enfield, and volunteer with Senior groups in
town. | would like to be on the NEW TO BE FORMED SENIOR
TAX COMM.

Have you ever served on a
Board, Commission or

Yes




Agency in Enfield or
elsewhere?

If so, please state name of
board, commission or
agency and time server:

If this is a reappointment,
please list the number of

meetings attended during
the last 12 months:

If the committee or
commission which you
requested has no more
vacancies, would you
consider appointment to
another committee or
commission?

Presently on the Comm on Aging.

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.




Eckenroth, Cheryl

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Monday, June 27, 2022 12:37 PM
Eckenroth, Cheryl

Online Form Submittal: Application for Vacancy on Boards, Agencies & Commissions

‘External Email: Use Caution when opening attachments or clicking links.

Application for Vacancy on Boards, Agencies & Commissions

Date

712712022

First and Last Name

Kathleen Tallarita

Address 1335 Enfield St. Apt 106, Enfield, CT 06082
City Enfield

State Connecticut

Zip 06082

Phone Number 8607131980

Second Phone: 8607457759

Email pktallarita@aol.com
Occupation Retired

Occupation Phone Number  Fjeld not completed.
Party Affiliation Democratic
Registered Voter Yes

Name of the Board You
Wish to Apply For:

Senior Tax Relief Committee

Appointment

New Appointment

Please outline your
qualifications and how you
feel you would contribute
to the committee or
commission:

Senior Director for town #31 yearS AN ON commission ON
aging




Have you ever served on a Yes
Board, Commission or

Agency in Enfield or

elsewhere?

If so, please state name of  on commission of aging now
board, commission or

agency and time server:

If this is a reappointment, Field not completed.
please list the number of

meetings attended during

the last 12 months:

If the committee or No
commission which you

requested has no more
vacancies, would you

consider appointment to

another committee or
commission?

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser,




Eckenroth, Cheryl

Subject:

FW: Online Form Submittal: Application for Vacancy on Boards, Agencies &
Commissions

External Email: Use Caution when opening attachments or clicking links.

Application for Vacancy on Boards, Agencies & Commissions

Date

First and Last Name

6/21/2022

Robert W. Tkacz

;ldress 815 Woodgate Circle

city © Efed
;tate _CT

Zip 06;)82

Phone Number 8609447441

Second Phone: “ -
Email N/A

Occupation Field not completed.

O_ccupation Phone Number  Fjeld not completed.

Party A;f.iliration " | Repudl‘)lican

Regisfered Vote_r Ye.s

Name of the Board You
Wish to Apply For:

Senior Tax Relief Committee

Appointment New Appointment

Please outline your
qualifications and how you
feel you would contribute
to the committee or
commission:

Field not completed.

Have you ever served on a Yes
Board, Commission or




Agency in Enfield or
elsewhere?

If so, please state name of  Board of Ed, Alcorn Bldg Committee, School Board Gitizen

board, commission or Budget Advisory Committee
agency and time server:

If this is a reappointment, Field not completed.
please list the number of

meetings attended during

the last 12 months:

If the committee or Field not completed.
commission which you

requested has no more

vacancies, would you

consider appointment to

another committee or

commission?

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.




Date: June 28, 2022 TOWN OF ENFIELD

Subject: Request for Transfer of Funds for the Repair and Resurfacing of the Enfield High
School Tennis Courts - $23,000.00

Highlights:

e The tennis courts at Enfield High School are in poor condition, with cracks, broken pavement
and uneven surfaces. The condition of the courts poses a hazard for tripping and potential injury
to students and the general public using the courts. Funding will be appropriated through the
B.O.E. as part of Fiscal Year 2023, but an additional $23,000 is required.

e There are currently excess funds available in other capital accounts, including $7,000.00 in a
Furniture and Fixtures account and $16,000.00 in the DPW Truck Wash construction account.

Budget Impact:

There will be no impact on the town budget.

Recommendation: i i

That the Town of Enfield Town Council approve the attached resolution of authorization.

Certification: | hereby certify that the above-stated funds are available as of June 28, 2022.

- j 7 / ," / / 4
9 LA t‘g’f-rf{/'l /nfﬁ'"/ G/ :?y /22
John A.ANilcox, Directof of Finance Date: ©
(M0, oop 0 DG ()28 (3 >
Ellen Zoppa-Sassu, Town Manager Date:

BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter VI, Section 8(f) of the Town Charter, the
following transfer is hereby made.

FROM:

Municipal Facilities Furniture and Fixtures $ 7,000
DPW Truck Wash Construction Services $ 16,000
TO:

Tennis Courts Construction Services $ 23,000
Date Prepared: June 28, 2022

Prepared By: Donald Nunes, Director, Department of Public Works



Date: June 28, 2022 TOWN OF ENFIELD

Subject: Request for Transfer of Funds for the BOE Share of the Eli Whitney School Roof
Project - $72,450

Highlights:

e During the budget process, the Town and the BOE agreed that the BOE would provide $72,450
for the Eli Whitney School Roof Project.

e The BOE will provide this payment in FY23 and this transfer will allow the Town to administer
the project.

Budget Impact:

There will be no impact on the town budget.

Recommendation:

That the Town of Enfield Town Council approve the attached resolution of authorization.

Certification: | hereby certify that the above-stated funds are available as of June 28, 2022.

] N / /
w £ 3’7 //1 5 h / C//// :'// /

Johr’A. Wilcox, Diféctor of Finance Date: © 7
@MAL 2(111/7) '\»’4}{}4\‘ u/i § [
Ellen Zoppo(Sjb,§§u, Town Manager Date:

BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter VI, Section 8(f) of the Town Charter, the
following transfer is hereby made.

FROM: Grant Funded Projects

Revenue Miscellaneous Revenue $ 72,450
TO: Grant Funded Projects

Eli Whitney Roof Construction Services $ 72,450
Date Prepared: June 28, 2022

Prepared By: John A. Wilcox, Director of Finance
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Date: June 28, 2022 TOWN OF ENFIELD

Subject: Request for Transfer of Funds for the BOE Share of the Hazardville Memorial School
Roof Project - $71,260

Highlights:

o During the budget process, the Town and the BOE agreed that the BOE would provide $71,260
for the Hazardville Memorial School Roof Project.

e The BOE will provide this payment in FY23 and this transfer will allow the Town to administer
the project.

Budget Impact:

There will be no impact on the town budget.

Recommendation:

. That the Town of Enfield Town Council approve the attached resolution of authorization.

Certification: | hereby certify that the above-stated funds are available as of June 28, 2022,
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BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter VI, Section 8(f) of the Town Charter, the
following transfer is hereby made.

FROM: Grant Funded Projects

Revenue Miscellaneous Revenue $ 71,260
TO: Grant Funded Projects

Hazardville Memorial Roof Construction Services $ 71,260
Date Prepared: June 28, 2022

Prepared By: John A. Wilcox, Director of Finance



Date: June 28, 2022 TOWN OF ENFIELD

Subject: Request for Transfer of Funds for the BOE Share of the Henry Barnard School
Parking Lot - $600,000

Highlights:
e During the budget process, the Town and the BOE agreed that the BOE would provide
$600,000 for the Henry Barnard School parking lot in FY22.

o The BOE has provided payment and this transfer will allow the Town to administer the project.

Budget Impact:

There will be no impact on the town budget.

Recommendation:

That the Town of Enfield Town Council approve the attached resolution of authorization.

Certification: | hereby certify that the above-stated funds are available as of June 28, 2022.
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BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter VI, Section 8(f) of the Town Charter, the
following transfer is hereby made.

FROM:
CIP Fund Revenue FY20-21 Miscellaneous Revenue $ 600,000
TO:

 School Paving Construction Services $ 600,000
Date Prepared: June 28, 2022

Prepared By: John A. Wilcox, Director of Finance



TOWN OF ENFIELD

Date: June 28, 2022

Subject: Request for Transfer of Funds for Additional Fire Protection Charges -
$160,000

Highlights:

e Due to the dispute with the fire districts regarding responsibility for fire protection
charges billed by the local water companies, the budget for these charges for FY22
was reduced.

e In October 2021, we increased the budget for these charges. However, the actual

"~ charges were more than our original estimate.

Budget Impact:

There will be no impact on the town budget.

Recommendation:

That the Town of Enfield Town Council approve the attached resolution of authorization.

Certification: | hereby certify that the above-stated funds are available as of June 28, 2022.
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BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter VI, Section 8(f) of the Town Charter,
the following transfer is hereby made.

FROM: Non-Departmental Pension and Retirement Charges
Pension — Municipal Employee $160,000

TO: Non-Departmental Transfers Ouf and Contingency
Water/Sewerage $160,000

Date Prepared: June 28, 2022

Prepared By: John Wilcox, Director of Finance
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TOWN OF ENFIELD

Date: June 28, 2022

Subject: Request for Transfer of Funds for EPD Gasoline - $45,000
Highlights:
e Additional funds are needed due to increase in fuel prices

Budget Impact:

There will be no impact on the town budget.

Recommendation:

That the Town of Enfield Town Council approve the attached resolution of authorization.

Certification: | hereby certify that the above-stated funds are available as of June 28, 2022.
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BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter VI, Section 8(f) of the Town Charter, the
following transfer is hereby made.

FROM: Police Services

Health/Medical Insurance $ 45,000
TO: Police Services

Gasoline $ 45,000
Date Prepared: June 28, 2022

Prepared By: Captain Jeffrey J. Golden
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