
Regular Meeting 5/1/23 

ENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 

MONDAY, May 1, 2023 

A Regular Meeting of the Enfield Town Council was called to order by Mayor Cressotti on Monday, 
May 1, 2023.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm. 

PRAYER – The Prayer was given by Mayor Cressotti. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   

ROLL-CALL – Present were Councilors Cekala, Cressotti, Despard, Finger, Hopkins, Ludwick, 
Mangini, Nelson, Pyznar, and Unghire.  Councilor Santanella was absent.  Also present were the Town 
Manager, Ellen Zoppo-Sassu; Assistant Town Manager, Steven Bielenda; Town Attorney, James 
Tallberg; Town Clerk, Sheila M. Bailey. 

FIRE EVACUATION ANNOUNCEMENT – Mayor Cressotti made the fire evacuation 
announcement. 

MINUTES OF PRECEDING MEETINGS 

MOTION #6583 by Councilor Nelson, seconded by Councilor Pyznar to accept the minutes of the 
special meeting on April 17, 2023. 

Upon a SHOW-OF-HANDS vote being taken, the Chair declared MOTION #6583 adopted 9-0-1.  
Councilor Despard abstained.   

MOTION #6584 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Nelson to accept the minutes of the 
regular meeting on April 17, 2023. 

Upon a SHOW-OF-HANDS vote being taken, the Chair declared MOTION #6584 adopted 10-0-0.   

SPECIAL GUESTS- None. 

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS   

Jack Sheridan, 7 Buchanan Rd.  
Mr. Sheridan remarked that he has observed over the past fifty years that many of the people who sit on 
the Council move out of town as soon as they retire.  They move to a town where you can vote on the 
budget.  He said it is the same for the BOE.  He thinks that this budget is out of control.  He is 85 years 
old, and he is trying to pay his bills.  There are a lot of people in town fighting the fight and trying to 
make ends meet.   
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Robert Bukowski, 21 Francis Ave. 
Mr. Bukowski wanted to submit a police report that verifies the issues that they have been dealing with 
regarding Jimmy’s Pub.  His neighbor will be submitting a petition signed by 26 residents out of 31 
households on Francis Avenue.  They are requesting resident only parking.  She will also be submitting 
photos that verify the issues.  He hopes that they bring this to a vote in a timely manner and vote in favor 
of the resident only parking.   

Susan Budd, 2 Francis Ave. 
Ms. Budd submitted the petition and a set of photos to the Council.  She asked that the Council view the 
photos.  She also mentioned that on Friday night two people got into the back seat of a car right in front 
of her house and twenty minutes later got out and fixed their clothes and kissed goodbye.   

Joel Budd, 2 Francis Ave. 
Mr. Budd asked if the issue is resolved yet and if they worked something out with the parking lot across 
the street.  He said it just keeps getting worse.  Every time someone new parks in front of his house, they 
get out and slam the door and his dog starts going crazy, and this is at all hours of the night.  To wait 
until July for the outcome is ridiculous.   

Chairman Cressotti declared Public Communications closed. 

COUNCILOR COMMUNICATIONS 

Councilor Mangini asked for a status update on the Rotary Playground at the library.  

She also asked about a report of a large branch stuck in the wires in front of 85 Middle Road.  She said 
it has been there since November or December and she thought someone was supposed to take care of 
it, but it is still there.   

At 70 Middle Road there is a payloader parked on someone’s lawn, and a cut in the road with cones 
around it.  Cars are going in the other lane to go around it and it is near the school, so she was concerned 
about safety.   

She also stated that a resolution was passed back in 2018 regarding the Captain Thomas Abbey Statue.  
The Town and Council agreed to ownership of the monument.  It needs to be cleaned and the area around 
it needs to be cleaned.  The Daughter’s of the American Revolution would like the town to take 
ownership of this.  It is an eyesore to the town right now.   

Councilor Despard mentioned that this Saturday, May 6, 2023, Matt’s Sports Cards in Hazardville will 
be celebrating their 49th year in business.  They are teaming up with national free comic book day and a 
local food shelf to host an anniversary bash.  It is a great way to support a local business that has been 
here a long time.   
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Councilor Pyznar mentioned that on May 28, 2023 at 1:00pm the Veteran’s Council will be sponsoring 
the Annual Memorial Day Parade.  This year will be more community friendly and if you have a group 
that would like to march you can contact Lucien Lefevre at (860)463-7168.   

She also mentioned that she and Mayor Cressotti were at Parkway Pavilion last week to do a 
proclamation and honor Diane Sokol who retired after 38 years.  She has done a tremendous job for our 
seniors, and she will be missed.   

Councilor Unghire announced that this Thursday they are having the National Day of Prayer on the green 
at 6:30pm.  It does not matter what faith you are or what church you attend.   

She reminded residents that there is no back and forth during public comments.  They do not respond to 
questions, or it would take too long.  They respond later when it is their turn.   

She thanked Ms. Budd for her photos and hopes that they get some answers. 

Councilor Hopkins asked for an update on the Jimmy’s Pub parking issue.  He said he raised the 
possibility of enforcing it though a towing situation since folks are not taking the parking tickets 
seriously.  Folks should not have to deal with vomit and beer bottles in front of their houses every night.   

Councilor Nelson stated that there is nothing that can currently be done if the pub owner is within his 
license.  He said it is not up to the Council to shut down a street because of a business that has been 
there.  The decision is out of the Council’s hands, they can’t control P&Z.   

Chairman Cressotti read a proclamation for KITE. 

WHEREAS, one of the Town of Enfield’s priorities to protect children from harmful marketing and to 
promote commercial free time and space for all children; and 

WHEREAS, technology negatively impacts kids if they spend so much time on screens that they 
withhold eating, sleeping, doing their homework, and spending time with friends and family; and 

WHEREAS, too much screen time can cause physical ailments such as blurred vision, headaches, 
discomfort, and eye strain; and  

WHEREAS, excessive use of technology can cause mental health issues such as depression and anxiety 
and can also reduce self-confidence, life satisfaction, and emotional stability; and  

WHEREAS, when children learn to balance their digital screen usage with offline activities, the harms 
associated with digital screen use are decreased; and  

WHEREAS, the citizens of Enfield Connecticut stand firmly committed to the health and welfare of its 
youngest citizens and oldest citizens; and 

Page 3 of 17



Regular Meeting 5/1/23  

WHEREAS, the Town of Enfield is joining KITE, Enfield Schools, Social Services, Family Resource 
Center and the Enfield Child Development Center to host Enfield unplugged week which takes place 
this week May 1 though May 7 where the community reduces and unplugs from digital entertainment 
for one week to enjoy life beyond the screen.   
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Robert Cressotti, the Mayor of the Town of Enfield, on behalf 
of the Town Council, Town Administration, and the entire community do hereby proclaim this week, 
May 1st to the 7th as Enfield Unplugged Week. 
 
Chairman Cressotti mentioned that he and Councilor Cekala attended a business meeting with the 
Hispanic Business community last night.  They addressed a couple of concerns that will be addressed 
moving forward.  He is asking if there is any space for them to use at the Alcorn gym for them to practice 
their ethnic dances.  They are also looking for a space to keep their attire.   
 
Chairman Cressotti also shared that Councilor Pyznar sent around an email about Enfield Produce raising 
money for a mural that they would like to put on the side of their building.  They are looking to raise 
$10,000 and have residents go in and paint.  There is a GOFUNDME page at Enfield Mural.   
 
TOWN MANAGER REPORT AND COMUNICATIONS 
 
Town Manager Ellen Zoppo-Sassu stated that the Rotary playground is not currently on the Capital 
Improvement list.  She sent an email and has not gotten a price back for replacing the surface.  She does, 
however, believe it is going to be in excess of $100,000 so they will need to see what that looks like 
when it comes to the CIP deliberations.   
 
She stated that regarding the Thomas Abbey Statue, $480 is given to the Congregational Church for the 
lease and right-of-way and with that money they are supposed to maintain that area.   
 
She highly recommends that the Council refer the petition that was received about the Jimmy’s Pub issue 
to the traffic division so they can weigh in on their ideas for a formal resolution.  Mr. Bedard can’t move 
forward with a site plan application without having parking identified to accompany that plan.  He has 
been looking for people to lease him space.  They are still waiting to see if the Carr Hardware parking 
lot is going to be an option.  The police department has chosen a vendor for the ticketing software that 
needs to be in place to continue to maintain accountability.  The software that was chosen is a $14,000 
annual fee.   
 
National Prevention Week is starting next week, and the town has a bunch of activities planned to draw 
attention to substance misuse and overdoses.  The Council is emailed every time there is a Narcan save 
and there are too many of those emails.  There will be a Community Conversation on opioids and 
substance misuse next Tuesday at JFK.  It is a free event and dinner will be served.  The Department of 
Social Services, Enfield EMS, Enfield Police, North Central Health District, and the Town of Enfield 
will all be in attendance.   
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Nelson Tereso has had a series of conversations with Impact Residential Development following last 
week’s meeting about them looking at their plan and addressing some of the parking issues.  She believes 
the Council will be seeing a new plan within the next few weeks. 
 
We have a World War II veteran in Enfield who will be celebrating his 100th birthday on Sunday.  They 
are looking to do a drive-by parade on Thursday.  Once the date, time and starting point are confirmed 
she will send the information out.  His name is Silvio Sarno, and his birthday is May 7. 
 
The quote to resurface the library playground of $275,000 came in to resurface the library playground.   
 
She asked that members of the Council review Chapter VI of the Town Charter over the next few days.  
Chapters 1-4 spell out the Council’s responsibilities for the budget.  It explains how budgets are adopted.   
 
Councilor Unghire mentioned that the Leisure Subcommittee discussed the library playground this past 
week.  She said she reached out to the Rotary president and asked if they would be willing to put some 
money towards that expense.   
 
Ms. Zoppo-Sassu mentioned that there is a lot of grant money that is out there that we are looking into.   
 
REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF THE COUNCIL – None. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
-Update Concerning the Proposed Fixed Tax Assistance Agreement for Fast Track Realty, Inc. 
 
Ms. Zoppo-Sassu stated that there has been feedback from the Council and outside counsel.  Presented 
information including reference to Connecticut General Statute 12-65b which is the state law that allows 
municipalities to do tax abatements, tax incentives, and tax assistance programs.  It is an economic 
development tool.  We have chosen to use this with Fast Track Reality as a fixed tax assistance 
agreement.  Fast Track Realty will be paying the same tax bill that Mass Mutual paid at the same level 
based on a valuation.  We do not want to take a hit on our grand list.  This is not an abatement; no taxes 
are being taken away from Enfield.  There are assurances that were added to the agreement.  The 
agreement does not get signed until everything is in place including the site plan and Capital Stack 
funding.  There is zero risk for the town at this point with the agreement.  We don’t want this to be a 
piece that holds Mr. Borgia up from advancing all the other pieces.  Taxes will remain the same.  After 
the first certificate of occupancy the zero-tax piece will kick in for ten years.  After ten years everything 
goes back to 100%.  For the first ten years we continue to collect the same amount of taxes based on the 
$32 million valuation.  If the campus continues to devalue, the taxes will decrease.   
 
MOTION #6585 by Councilor Cekala, seconded by Councilor Finger to approve the ten-year fixed tax 
agreement to Fast Track Realty Inc. as proposed.   
 
Councilor Ludwick stated that this is Plan B and excludes Brainerd Park.  He appreciates the part where 
if something changes, they have the right to relook at an agreement.   
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Councilor Hopkins just wanted to clarify if the entity no longer owns it, would it nullify the agreement.   
Attorney Tallberg stated that in Section 8 there is a provision that requires Town Council approval before 
there is an assignment of the agreement.   
 
Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the Chair declared MOTION #6585 adopted 9-0-1.  Councilor 
Nelson abstained.   
 
-Disposition of a Town-Owned Asset – Nathan Hale School – 5 Taylor Road 
 
Ms. Zoppo-Sassu stated that she spoke with Superintendent Drezek twice to find out when there might 
be some correspondence from the state regarding our request for forgiveness.  She said he was given a 
new contact for the state that he will pursue in the morning.  She recommended continuing to table this 
item.  The item remains tabled.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Hopkins is not in support of Item 3 going to public hearing and requested the item be removed 
from the Consent Agenda.   
 
MOTION #6586 by Councilor Despard, seconded by Councilor Cekala to accept the Consent Agenda 
items. 

1. Resolution authorizing the Town Manager to sign and submit the Continuation Application 
for the School Readiness Grant for FY 2024 and enter into an agreement as awarded by CT 
office of Early Childhood. 

2. Accept the 23/24 Capital Improvement Plan as approved by Planning and Zoning 
Commission.  Copy is appended to these minutes. 

 
Upon a SHOW-OF-HANDS vote being taken, the Chair declared MOTION #6586 adopted 9-0-0.  
Councilor Unghire having left the meeting. 
 
Councilor Ludwick just wanted to be clear that Item 3 is just to set a public hearing.   
 
Councilor Nelson asked if they could get clarification from Councilor Hopkins why he does not want a 
public hearing.  Councilor Hopkins responded that he thinks that this is a bad expense for the town.  We 
are trying to cut things to reduce the tax impact on the public.  It is $400,000 with probably more 
expenses added on.  He is not against public hearings, but he thinks more attention needs to be drawn to 
this.  Councilor Despard asked for clarification that this is the property we voted to invest in to put 
bathrooms on.     
 
RESOLUTION #6587 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Nelson. 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Enfield Town Council does hereby schedule a public hearing regarding 
the purchase of property known as 810 Enfield Street to be held on May 15, 2023 to begin at 6:55 PM 
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in the Council Chambers of the Enfield Town Hall, which is located at 820 Enfield Street, Enfield, 
Connecticut 06082 in order to receive public comment. 
 
Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the Chair declared RESOLUTION #6587 adopted 8-1-0.  
Councilor Hopkins voted against.   
 
RESOLUTION #6588 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Cekala.   
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council approves the recommendation of the Town Attorney to 
serve a Rule 68 Offer of Compromise in the matter of Sarah Hernandez v. Town of Enfield, et al, as 
discussed in the executive session.   
 
Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the Chair declared RESOLUTION #6588 adopted 9-0-0.   
 
RESOLUTION #6589 by Councilor Mangini, seconded by Councilor Nelson. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Manager, Ellen Zoppo-Sassu, is authorized to enter into an 
agreement for purposes of collection of services in the name and on behalf of the Town of Enfield with 
Green Law, P.C., subject to review and approval of the Town Attorney, in the matter of Robert Granger 
Estate, as discussed in Executive Session. 
 
Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the Chair declared RESOLUTION #6589 adopted 9-0-0.   
 
RESOLUTION #6590 by Councilor Nelson, seconded by Councilor Mangini. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Manager, Ellen Zoppo-Sassu, is authorized to enter into an 
agreement for purposes of collection of services in the name of and on behalf of the Town of Enfield 
with Green Law, P.C., subject to review and approval of the Town Attorney, in the matter of David 
Driscoll Health Insurance Reimbursement, as discussed in Executive Session. 
 
Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the Chair declared RESOLUTION #6590 adopted 9-0-0.   
 
RESOLUTION #6591 by Councilor Nelson, seconded by Councilor Mangini. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Manager is empowered to enter into the attached Lease Agreement 
in the name and on behalf of the Town of Enfield, with Collins Powder Hill Farm, LLC. 
 
Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the Chair declared RESOLUTION #6591 adopted 9-0-0.   
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS PROPER TO COME BEFORE SAID MEETING – None. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS  
Robert Bukowski, 21 Francis Ave. 
Mr. Bukowski thanked the Town Manager for her advocacy regarding the software package.  However, 
that solves the problem in years from now when they try to renew.  It does not help with “Lover’s Lane” 
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now.  He believes that the Town Manager/Town Council is directly responsible for parking in town and 
not the Police Chief.  It is his opinion that the Council has the authority to deal with parking issues.  P&Z 
will have an effect on parking with permits that they issue or do not issue.  There will be parking on the 
street if he is granted the entertainment license and if they don’t renew the temporary ban, the streets 
will be full again.  He will continue to fight for no entertainment, little entertainment, and off-site 
parking.  This is a real issue that needs to be addressed.   
 
Jack Sheridan, 7 Buchanan Rd. 
Mr. Sheridan stated that buying 810 Enfield Street is taking it off the tax rolls.   
 
Susan Budd, 2 Francis Ave. 
Ms. Budd asked Councilor Nelson about him saying that the Council has nothing to do with parking.  
She said P&Z told them they were only for entertainment.  She asked if they were in the right spot to 
speak for a decision to be made.   
 
Elaine DeRoy, 23 Francis Ave. 
Ms. DeRoy would like resident only parking signs on her street and have violators towed at their own 
expense.  Even if there is only parking on one side, the issues will still happen.  It is a quiet, respectful 
street and they would like to keep it that way.   
 
COUNCILOR COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Councilor Nelson stated that if the entertainment license is denied the parking goes back to what it was 
before.  P&Z has parking regulations that they should follow.  The Council can only do permanent, no 
parking on the street.  If it somehow passes, then the residents should come back to the Council.  The 
Council has no say over P&Z.  He suggested that they go to the P&Z meetings.   
 
Councilor Hopkins agrees that we do need to think about what will happen with each scenario because 
he does not want this to continue happening for the residents.  We  need to see what happens on the other 
side first.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION #6592 by Councilor Finger, seconded by Councilor Mangini to adjourn. 
 
Upon a SHOW-OF-HANDS vote being taken the Chair declared MOTION #6592 adopted 9-0-0 and 
the meeting stood adjourned at 8:17pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Sheila M. Bailey       Tina Demers 
Clerk of the Council       Secretary of the Council 
Town Clerk 
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Appended to the minutes of the May 1, 2023 Regular Town Council Meeting. See Pg 6 Reso #6586
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Appended to the minutes of the May 1, 2023
Regular Town Council Meeting. See Pg 7 
Reso#6591

Page 12 of 17



Page 13 of 17



Page 14 of 17



Page 15 of 17



Page 16 of 17



Page 17 of 17




