
 

1 
 

MINUTES 
ENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
June 19, 2023 

7:00 PM - Council Chambers 
https://youtube.com/live/u1FpWBS_t1M 

  

 

1. ROLL CALL  
 Present: Gina Cekala, Robert Cressotti, Matthew Despard, Nick Hopkins, Michael 

Ludwick, Cynthia Mangini, Ken Nelson Jr., Marie Pyznar, Lori Unghire 
Absent: Douglas Finger, John Santanella 
Also Present:  Town Manager, Ellen Zoppo-Sassu; Assistant Town Manager, Steve Bielenda; 
Town Attorney, James Tallberg; Director of Finance, John Wilcox; and Town Clerk, Sheila 
Bailey. 

2. PRAYER  
 - Recited 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 - Recited 

4. FIRE EVACUATION ANNOUNCEMENT  
 - Announced 

5. MINUTES OF PRECEDING MEETINGS  
 MOTION #6630 made by Nelson seconded by Mangini to accept the minutes of the June 

5, 2023 Special Meeting. 
Upon a SHOW OF HANDS vote, the Chair declared MOTION #6630  adopted 9-0-0. 
 
MOTION #6631 made by Unghire seconded by Nelson to accept the minutes of the June 
5, 2023 Regular Meeting. 
Upon a SHOW OF HANDS vote, the Chair declared MOTION #6631  adopted 9-0-0. 

6. SPECIAL GUESTS  
 - None 

7. PUBLIC COMMUNICATION AND PETITIONS  
 Tom Tyler, 18 Bridge Lane 

Mr. Tyler stated that he felt the Independent Review was not fair to the Board of Assessment 
Appeals (BAA) as well as to the Board members.  He requested the Town Council afford 
the BAA an opportunity to speak at a public meeting in the same format afforded to Attorney 
Mario Coppola of Berchem Moses, which is: an open session in Council Chambers during 
which the Board would present its uninterrupted rebuttal, televised, and without time 
constraints.  Instead, he received an email from Attorney Tallberg dictating the terms of the 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2Flive%2Fu1FpWBS_t1M&data=05%7C01%7Cceckenroth%40enfield.org%7Cae402cad068d4016935c08db5c7b3d98%7C088b3fd5883b40dcb48435805988ad4f%7C0%7C0%7C638205456733639576%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gwOeYVWhN%2BAcTosHJh18QjACIOXPDfM70k3fF3j%2BvpY%3D&reserved=0
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meeting between the Town Council, Assessor and BAA, which the BAA does not find 
acceptable.  A copy of the email is appended to these minutes. 

Donna Dubanoski, 23 Betty Road 
Ms. Dubanoski stated her concerns with the suppression of the Effective Year Built (EYB) 
on property cards which she feels inflates the value of properties.  The BAA brought this to 
the Council's attention last year.  The BAA doesn't believe it was applied correctly and 
would  like an opportunity to meet with the Council to rebut this report.  Written comments 
are appended to these minutes. 

Lori Longhi, 1427 Enfield Street 
Ms. Longhi stated that the BAA acted as a whistleblower by bringing 
documentation supporting its complaints to the attention of the Council.  Instead of being 
commended, the BAA has been victimized.   

Ms. Longhi questioned why the BAA wasn't interviewed until the very end of this review 
process.  The RFP and the review itself stated that this was an Independent Review and 
Evaluation of the 2021 Revaluation. She provided over two hundred pages of information 
during a seven-hour interview and yet none of the information was included in the 
report.  She is asking for the Council to provide the BAA the same opportunity they gave 
Berchem Moses to address these issues in a public meeting.  Written comments are 

appended to these minutes. 

Phil Dumont, 16 Celtic Court 
Mr. Dumont mentioned that he is still looking for the new budget figures.  He also spoke 
about the contributions Angelo Lamagna made to this community through his volunteerism 
and forty-plus years of recreation service.  He asked the Council to consider re-naming 
"Higgins Park the Angelo Lamagna Recreational Area at Higgins Park."   

He also spoke of Frank Mancuso, the former Mayor of Enfield.  In the early 1960s he led 
Enfield in the change from a Board of Selectmen form of government to a Town Council.  He 
helped establish the Hazardville Little League and was appointed as Ella Grasso's Director 
of Emergency Preparation.  He suggested the town honor him as well, possibly at Fermi or 
Powder Hollow, and name a field the "Frank Mancuso Recreation Area at Powder Hollow." 

Ann Marie Galdenzi, 1330 Enfield Street 
Ms. Galdenzi stated that as a resident, she would like to hear what the Board of Assessment 
Appeals has to say concerning the report. 
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8. COUNCILOR COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS 
Councilor Cekala stated that leadership never promised the BAA that they would have a 
televised meeting, on the dais, with uninterrupted time to speak.  They were promised a 
Special Meeting, which the BAA has declined.  The structure set up for that meeting was 
decided by leadership, not by administration.

Councilor Pyznar asked the Town Manager for an explanation of the ECS Block Grant.  She 
has looked at the last two BOE budgets and she can't find where the extra money from the 
grant went.  In 2022, the BOE budget was $73,275,252 and the budgeted ECS dollars were 
$28,600,000. We actually received $29,823,645 which is a difference of over $1,223,000. 
She asked where those funds are shown. 

Ms. Zoppo-Sassu responded that ECS funds are a revenue source provided to the town to 
fund their portion of public education. It does not get passed through to the BOE, it stays 
with the town.  In 2023, the BOE budget was $75,929,555 and the information we have to 
date shows that the state's contribution will be $29,823,645.  The town did not budget for 
the full amount of $29M because we were not convinced the Alliance funding would come 
through.  If it had, the Alliance funds would go straight to the BOE, not the town. When the 
state budget came in at a higher amount than we budgeted of roughly $1.4M, the town took 
that as revenue, not the BOE. It is a reimbursement to the Town.  We put it in an account 
marked ECS and there is now a balance of $1.4M.  Because of this balance, we can 
reduced the amount we anticipated using from fund balance. 

Finance Director John Wilcox explained that ECS funding comes to the town and we use it 
to offset what we give the schools.  With an Alliance District, they don't give the town the 
full $29M.  They take the amount of ECS funds we were given in 2012 and the difference is 
given to the BOE directly in the form of an Alliance Grant. The town receives less money 
and that is what we budgeted for. Normally, when ECS funding is reduced, the town is 
allowed to reduce the expenditures we appropriate for the BOE.  With an Alliance District, 
we are not allowed to reduce those expenditures so the town funds additional money we 
don't receive from the state.  That money goes directly to the schools. 

Councilors Pyznar, Unghire and Ludwick would like to hear from the BAA and believe they 
should be given the opportunity to speak freely and defend themselves and given the same 

courtesy as was given Attorney Coppola. 

Councilor Nelson encouraged residents to complete applications to serve on the Fair Rent 
Commission.  He also raised residents' concerns regarding the telephone poles from Ann 
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Street to Weymouth Road. The poles are leaning and seem to be overloaded by lines. 

Councilor Nelson stated that he was part of the leadership meeting that agreed to the meeting 

between the BAA and the Assessor during which they could address the top seven valuations 

and appeals and explain each of their views and reasoning behind their decisions. He doesn't 

understand why the BAA is not interested in doing this. 

Councilor Hopkins addressed concerns from residents of Highland Park that if the parking ban 

on Francis Avenue is put into place, people will just park on Highland. He would also like the 

town to look into restrictions for tractor trailer vehicles on certain town roads. 

Councilor Hopkins requested a Special Meeting to speak with the Assessor and the BAA during 

which the Council would be able to ask questions. 

Councilor Pyznar requested electronic copies of the transcripts filed in the Town Clerk's 
office.  Ms. Zoppo-Sassu responded that the Attorney Coppola has provided 
electronic copies of some of the transcripts to Attorney Baird and she has requested 
access to that dropbox. 

Councilor Pyznar asked the Town Attorney whether the Council needed to pass a resolution 
to accept the $1.4M.  Attorney Tallberg responded that he does not recall doing so in the 
past four years but trusts that the Finance Director is doing it properly. He will look at it. 
Chairman Cressotti expressed his confidence in the town's Finance Director. 

Chairman Cressotti remarked that leadership met and agreed upon the format of the 
meeting between the Assessor and the BAA. They decided that they would address seven 
properties and their appeals where both the Assessor and the BAA could defend their 
decisions and set a time limit for both sides.   

Councilor Hopkins requested there be separate meetings, one to hear from the BAA and 
one from the Assessor.  Councilor Pyznar supported this request.  Councilors Cekala and 
Nelson stated that we already have a meeting scheduled.  Until they are in the same room 

together, the town will not have any answers. 

9. TOWN MANAGER REPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 
Town Manager Zoppo-Sassu stated that she included in the board packet communications 
from the Conservation Commission requesting the funds from the potential sale of town-
owned property be reimbursed in Open Space Funds.

The town currently has a Fair Rent Commission Ordinance so we do not have to adhere to 
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the July 1, 2023 deadline given by the state.  The current commission is dormant and has 
not received any appreciable complaints.  The Town Manager's office has sent emails to 
the previous commission members to ascertain who is still interested in serving.   

Ms. Zoppo-Sassu wanted to remind Councilors of the situation we were in starting back in 
2009 with our Water Pollution Control facility.  There were at least five letters of violation 
which culminated in an intensive two-day inspection in 2016.  The facility was found to be 
deficient in over seventeen categories which is why we had to go to a sewer use charge.   

TOWN ATTORNEY REPORT 
Town Attorney Tallberg spoke to two of the issues brought up by the BAA.  

1. Attorney Tallberg read the email sent by him to BAA Chair Tom Tyler inviting him 
to the upcoming meeting between the BAA, Council and the Assessor.  This 
email is appended to these minutes.

2. Attorney Tallberg indicated that the BAA was interviewed by Attorney Coppola 
near the end of the review process because the town made several requests to 
obtain information held by the BAA regarding BAA appeals that should have 
been in the custody of the Assessor.  In November, boxes containing 
approximately 6,000 records were received from the BAA.  The attorneys 
performing the Independent Review needed to review these files prior to 
interviewing the BAA.

10. REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF THE COUNCIL 
- None

11. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

A. PA 490 - Open Space Ordinance Update and Set Public Hearing
MOTION #6632 by Cekala seconded by Mangini.
BE IT RESOLVED that the Enfield Town Council does hereby schedule a public hearing
regarding the matter of P.A. 490 Open Space Ordinance to be held on July 17, 2023 to begin 
at 6:55 PM in the Council Chambers of the Enfield Town Hall which is located at 820 Enfield 
Street, Enfield, Connecticut 06082 in order to receive public comment.
Upon a ROLL CALL vote, the Chair declared MOTION # 6632 adopted 9-0-0.

12. NEW BUSINESS  

A. Consent Agenda
MOTION #6633 by Cekala seconded by Mangini to approve the Consent Agenda.
Upon a SHOW OF HANDS vote, the Chair declared MOTION #6633  adopted 8-0-
0. Councilor Nelson stepped out of the room.
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1. Discussion/Resolution:  Request for Transfer of Funds for Increased Disposal and 

Recycling Costs

RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter VI, Section 8(f) of the Town Charter, the 
following transfer is hereby made. 

FROM: Public Works Highway Maintenance 

Technological Services ACCOUNT #10300370-533400 $3,000 
TO: Public Works Refuse Collection and Disposal 

Disposal Services ACCOUNT #10300390-542100 $3,000 

FROM: Public Works Highway Maintenance 

Grounds Services ACCOUNT #10300370-542400 $4,139 

TO: Public Works Refuse Collection and Disposal 

Disposal Services ACCOUNT #10300390-542100 $4,139 

FROM: Public Works Highway Maintenance 

Rental of Equipment ACCOUNT #10300370-544200 $1,729 

TO: Public Works Refuse Collection and Disposal 

Disposal Services ACCOUNT #10300390-542100 $1,729 

FROM: Public Works Highway Maintenance 

Office Supplies ACCOUNT #10300370-561200 $493 

TO: Public Works Refuse Collection and Disposal 

Disposal Services ACCOUNT #10300390-542100 $493 

FROM: Public Works Highway Maintenance 

Safety Supplies ACCOUNT #10300370-561600 $226 
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TO: Public Works Refuse Collection and Disposal 

Disposal Services ACCOUNT #10300390-542100 $226 

FROM: Public Works Highway Maintenance 

Other Supplies ACCOUNT #10300370-561900 $142 

TO: Public Works Refuse Collection and Disposal 

Disposal Services ACCOUNT #10300390-542100 $142 

FROM: Public Works Highway Maintenance 

Food/Food Related ACCOUNT #10300370-563000 $3,650 

TO: Public Works Refuse Collection and Disposal 

Disposal Services ACCOUNT #10300390-542100 3,650 

I hereby certify that the above-stated funds are available as of 06/12/2023.  John Wilcox, 
Finance Director. 

2. Discussion/Resolution:  Request for Transfer of Funds for Vehicle Supplies/Materials

BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter VI, Section 8(f) of the Town 
Charter, the following transfer is hereby made: 

FROM: Fleet Services 

Stipends ACCOUNT # 10300380-516000 $3,500.00 

TO: Fleet Services 

Vehicles 
Supplies/Materials 

ACCOUNT # 10300380-561700 $3,500.00 

I hereby certify that the above-stated funds are available as of 06/12/2023  John Wilcox, 
Finance Director.  

B. Appointment(s)–Town Council Appointed - None 
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C. Discussion/Resolution:  Request for a Bid Waiver for the Disposal and Processing of 

Municipal Solid Waste and Recycling

RESOLUTION #6634 by Mangini, seconded by Cekala.
WHEREAS, the Town of Enfield generates approximately 14,500 tons of municipal solid 

waste and 3,500 tons of household recycling each year, and; 

WHEREAS, the Town has utilized F&G Recycling LLC for processing of said municipal 
solid waste and recycling since 2012, and; 

WHEREAS, F&G Recycling LLC has provided reliable and efficient service, and;  

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works has determined that there are no alternative 
providers with the capacity to process the Town’s municipal solid waste and recycling, 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council does hereby find, based on the 
foregoing compelling public interest, and in accordance with chapter V, section 8(d), that it 
is therefore against the best interest of the Town to solicit bids for municipal solid waste and 
recycling services. 
Upon a ROLL CALL vote, the Chair declared MOTION #6634  adopted 9-0-0. 

D. Discussion/Resolution:  Request for a Bid Waiver for Sludge Disposal Services at the 

Enfield Water Pollution Control Facility

RESOLUTION #6635 by Nelson, seconded by Mangini.
BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter V, Section 8(d) of the Enfield Town
Charter, the Enfield Town Council does hereby determine that it is against the best interest 
of the Town to require competitive bidding for Sludge Disposal Services at the Enfield Water 
Pollution Control Facility.

WHEREAS, the Enfield Water Pollution Control Facility (WPCF) generates approximately 
1,300 dry tons of sludge each year; and 

WHEREAS, the Town has utilized the Metropolitan District Commission (MDC) for disposal 
of said sludge for at least the last ten years; and 

WHEREAS, the MDC has provided reliable and efficient service; and 

WHEREAS, the WPCF has determined that there are no alternative nearby facilities with 
the capacity to process the Town's sludge. 
Upon a ROLL CALL vote, the Chair declared MOTION #6635 adopted 9-0-0. 
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E. Discussion/Resolution:  Resolution to Amend Enfield Town Code Sections 2-151 through 

2-157, inclusive - Fair Rent Commission

RESOLUTION #6636 by Mangini, seconded by Cekala.
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council hereby adopts the revisions to Enfield Town Code 
Sections 2-151 trough 2-157, inclusive - Fair Rent Commission.

Councilor Pyznar thought that we were going to return the membership to seven 
members.  Chairman Cressotti responded that he believed we were going to reduce the 
number to five but keep the structure of two tenants, two landlords and one person who is 
neither a tenant or a landlord. 

Councilor Ludwick likes the wording in the original ordinance.  Councilor Nelson would 
support leaving the original wording but reduce the number of members. 

Upon a ROLL CALL vote, the Chair declared MOTION #6636  failed 5-4-0. Councilors 
Ludwick, Nelson, Pyznar and Unghire voted against. 

F. Discussion/Resolution:  Resolution Authorizing the Town Manager to Submit Applications 

to the State of Connecticut for the 2023 Neighborhood Assistance Act

RESOLUTION #6637 by Nelson, seconded by Cekala.
BE IT RESOLVED the Enfield Town Manager or her designee is hereby authorized to 
submit the three proposed program applications for The Hazardville Institute
Conservancy Society, Inc (1) and Opera House Players, Inc (2) to the State of 
Connecticut Department of Revenue Services under the provision of the “Neighborhood
Assistance Act,” and to approve any donations received as a result of this application.
Upon a ROLL CALL vote, the Chair declared MOTION #6637 adopted 9-0-0. 

G. Discussion/Resolution:  Resolution to Approve Tax Assessment Agreement for 9 North 

Main Street

RESOLUTION #6638 by Nelson, seconded by Mangini.
BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Manager, Ellen Zoppo-Sassu, is empowered to enter into 
a Tax Assessment Agreement, subject to review and approval by the Town Attorney, in the
name of and on behalf of the Town of Enfield with 9 North Main Street LLC.
Upon a ROLL CALL vote, the Chair declared MOTION #6638  adopted 9-0-0.

H. DIscussion/Resolution:  Resolution Authorizing the Town Manager to Enter into an

Agreement with Data Cloud Solutions for Mobile Appraisal Services

RESOLUTION #6639 by Nelson, seconded by Mangini.
BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with Chapter VI, Section 8(f) of the Town Charter, 
the following transfer is hereby made:

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Enfield Town Council authorizes the Town Manager 
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to enter into an agreement with Woolpert, Inc. d/b/a Data Cloud Solutions for mobile 
assessment software. 

FROM:  ASSESSMENT AND REVENUE COLLECTION 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

10183000  533900 $21,000 

TO:  ASSESSMENT AND REVENUE COLLECTION 

SOFTWARE 10183000  573600 $21,000 
I hereby certify that the above-stated funds are available as of 06/12/2023  John Wilcox, 
Finance Director. 
Upon a ROLL CALL vote, the Chair declared MOTION #6639  adopted 9-0-0. 

I. Discussion/Resolution:  Resolution Authorizing Waiver of Property Maintenance Fines for 

261 Brainard Road, Enfield, CT

RESOLUTION #6640 by Nelson, seconded by Cekala.
BE IT RESOLVED that the Enfield Town Council does hereby authorize the waiver of 
property maintenance fines on 261 Brainard Road that total $88,449.00;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Enfield Town Council does hereby authorize 
the Town Manger to sign a release of lien for the property maintenance lien recorded 
December 2, 2021 at Volume 2822 Page 1195 in the Enfield Land Records. 

Councilor Nelson stated that this house has  been a problem for twenty years.  The father 

passed away and the son inherited the property. Councilor Nelson would like to compromise by 

reducing the fine to $5,000 as long as the property stays in compliance.  Councilor Despard 

asked how the Blight Committee voted and Council Nelson responded that the vote was 3 to 1 

in favor of forgiving the fine.  Councilor Despard supports the decision of the Blight Committee 

to waive the fine. 

Councilor Unghire stated that she will support the decision of the Blight Committee.  The intent 

of the Blight Committee is to bring the property in compliance, not to make money. 

AMENDMENT #1 by Nelson, seconded by Ludwick to amend the resolution to a fine of 
$5,000 paid over two years as long as the property stays in compliance. 
Upon a SHOW OF HANDS VOTE, the Chair declared AMENDMENT #1  failed 3-6-
0. Councilors Cekala, Cressotti, Despard, Hopkins, Ludwick and Unghire voted against.
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Upon a ROLL CALL vote, the Chair declared MOTION #6640 adopted 6-3-0. Councilors 

Cekala, Cressotti, Despard, Hopkins, Ludwick and Unghire voted against. 

13. ANY OTHER BUSINESS PROPER TO COME BEFORE SAID MEETING. 
- None

14. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS/APPLIES ONLY IF PRIOR TO 11:00 p.m. 
- None

15. COUNCILOR COMMUNICATIONS. 
- None

16. ADJOURNMENT. 
MOTION #6641 by Nelson, seconded by Cekala to adjourn.
Upon a SHOW-OF-HANDS vote being taken, the Chair declared MOTION #6641 adopted
9-0-0, and the meeting stood adjourned at 10:38pm.

Respectfully submitted, 

Sheila M. Bailey, Town Clerk 
Clerk of the Council 



Appended to the minutes of the June 19, 2023
Regular Town Council Meeting. See Pages 1&5 
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